"An analysis of the development and changes in the use of child labour"
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Introduction. 
The phrase "child labour" might seem straightforward and easily defined. However, both component words have uncertainties attached to them. When does an individual stop being a child; at the age of 15 years, or at 18 years? Are �labour' and �work' the same thing, or is �labour' perhaps arduous in a way that 'work' is not?

Some research (www.1) defines a child arbitrarily as someone who has not yet reached the legally set minimum age for leaving school. The Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1998 defines a child as a person' below the age of 18 years, unless, under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier'. The international Labour Organisation (ILO), which is affiliated with the United Nations, has designated 15 years as an appropriate minimum age of entering the labour force, and 18 as a minimum age for hazardous work.
There is no watertight definition of "child labour", hence the responsibility lies on all those who use the phrase to attempt to make it clear how are employing it (Hobbs S. 1999)

What

causes child labour?
It is often assumed that the amount of child labour in a country is determined by the nature and extent of poverty in it. Studies that have been undertaken in various countries around the world, particularly those that are relatively underdeveloped economically (such as the former Soviet-block countries as Russia and Romania), do show that child labour and poverty are intimately linked. However, it is also clear that the specific circumstances of child labour in particular countries, or parts of countries, are influenced by many of the factors.
Cultural traditions also play a part. Many poor families need to keep as many family members working as possible to ensure income security and survival of the family. This makes it very difficult for poor families to invest in their children's education. In fact, educating a child can be a significant financial burden. In many occasions, �free' public education is in fact very costly to a poor family, when they are expected to purchase books, school uniform, and sometimes even pay teachers' wages. Many poor families have to weight the cost of sending their children to school against the cost of the income lost by sending their children to work (Pettit B. 1998).

The affect on the economy
The ILO estimates the number of working children aged between 5 and 14 years to be about 250 million in the developing countries, of whom at least 120 million are working

full time. Of these, 61 percent are in Asia, 32 percent in Africa, and 7 percent in Latin America. Relatively few children work in developed countries. Earlier ILO estimates suggested about 80 million child workers worldwide, of whom about 73 million were between 10 and 14 years of age. These earlier estimates are believed to be on the low side, as they imply, for example, a labour force participation rate among children aged 10-14 of only 14 percent, which compares with much higher figures for the percentage of children not attending school. (www.2).
There are major differences in the incidence of child labour across regions and sectors. As noted above, most of child workers are found in Asia. But the proportion of children working is highest in Africa where, on average, one child in three in engaged in some form of economic activity, mostly in agriculture. In general, child labour force participation rates are much higher in rural than in urban areas, and three-quarters of working children work in the family enterprise. Ninety percent of working children in rural areas are engaged in agricultural or similar activities, while their urban counterparts are found mainly in trade and services, with fewer in manufacturing and construction (Kirby P. 2003). Similarly, child workers in export industries (such as textiles, clothing, carpets, and footwear) are relatively few compared with those employed in activities geared to

domestic consumption (www.3). Probably less than 5 percent of child labourers are employed in the export manufacturing or mining sectors, and only 1 to 2 percent are employed in export-orientated agriculture.
First of all, both the incidence of child labour and children as a proportion of the total labour force tend to decline with per capita GDP. The labour force participation rate of children aged 10-14 years is extremely high at 30-60 percent in countries with per capita income $500 or less (at 1987 prices) But it declines quite rapidly to 10-30 percent in countries with incomes between $500 and $1,000. This negative relationship between income and child work becomes less marked in the more affluent developing countries (in the $1,000 to $4,000 income range). It is not clear whether the apparent lack of association at a higher income levels is due to statistical or other reasons. It may be seen , however that the relationship between child labour incidence and per capita income across countries is influenced by cultural differences. The best "predictor" of child labour seems related to the structure of production: the higher the share of agriculture in GDP, the higher the incidence of child labour (Anderton A. 2001).

      Many examples could be given about the phenomenon of child labour. Some children are willing to work, whereas others are forced into it by their families' circumstances. For example, some children

work to repay the dept of a family member, while the law protects their "employers". This may seem to be an extreme example, yet if often occurs in underdeveloped countries in Asia. And although in many of them legislations has been passed to improve the situation, no significant action has been taken to implement it. (www.2)

What needs to be done?
The international Labour Organisation believes that historically, compulsory education has been one of the most effective methods of abolishing child labour. It removes children from the supply side of the employment equation, and in particular, from full � time employment. It is acknowledged that children may combine education and work; but ILO members believe that part-time forms of work are likely to be exploitative of children (Bellamy C. 1997)
The ordinary people can also help, to some extent. The consumers can keep their eyes open for labels stating that the product is union made, or watch for the labels of campaigns such as Rugmark or Fair-Trade mark. These types of labels provide a guarantee that children were not involved in the production of the item.

Conclusion.
Taking the full amount of problems into consideration, it does not become particularly easy to make a sensible suggestion about this problem. It is seen that most sources seem to be in agreement on at least one thing: child labour is a dangerous and demerit practise, one that should be avoided and even

prohibited. However, as some examples demonstrate, even legal action against this incident does not remove the possibility of some people still employing children through the so-called "black market". Unfortunately, it is often very hard to pursue these subjects in criminal court as most underdeveloped countries seem to have closed their eyes on this issue..
If a serious effort is going to be made to get rid of this issue, economic considerations should also be taken into account. Many of the inhabitants of the third world countries would say that if their children cease to work, their families would die of starvation. Economic assistance from the Europe and America should be considered in cases like that, to promote development as well as removing the incident in question (Surridge M. and Gillespie A. 2004)
And, naturally, general awareness of the problem's existence should be promoted among citizens of the developed countries.
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