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A society that supports the arts receives many benefits as a result of this support. This can be seen throughout history, both globally and locally. The arts provides society with a means of communicating and recording what its cultures and beliefs are; and they allow society to prosper in the midst of difficulty and unrest. A reflection of society can be seen within the arts; and the overall cultural quality is improved as the arts increase within a society. The arts have an ability to lift the sense of morale amongst the people within a society; and to cause them to think about the things that really matter beyond their day to day life. They also cultivate a breeding ground for creative thinking, which leads to the discovery of solutions for many of society’s problems. In return for all of these benefits there are many ways in which society can support the arts.
The culture and beliefs of a society can be seen through the arts it produces. The arts are a means of communication that is timeless; recording and communicating the state of our current society to the generations to come. ‘As Luther’s ideas spread, some painters abandoned images of hell and damnation, and art began to reflect the spirit of the new Protestant faith.’ (Cole 1994, p. 42) Just as one can look back at the art of the Renaissance period in history and quickly distinguish the common beliefs held in society at the time, so too will people one day look back on the arts of our society and see the beliefs shaping and defining our society today. The arts carry an enduring message, and cause people to remember. (Kottak 2009) If there are no arts, then much of a society will be forgotten.
As can be seen in the city of Florence in the time of the Renaissance, the arts can cause a society to flourish in the midst of difficulty. The politicians and scholars within society in 15th century Florence valued and supported the arts, and as a result the society as a whole flourished in the midst of political conspiracies, warfare, and the previous loss of half the population to plagues. (Cole 1994) 
The arts have the ability to increase the sense of morale amongst the people within a society, and can cause them to take pride in their culture. Again, we can see an example of this in the Renaissance period; a time when the arts and culture were revived. ‘No one believed in the supremacy of Venice more than the Venetians themselves; they embellished their buildings and palaces, not just for personal prestige, but to enhance the greatness of the State.’ (Cole 1994, p.44) They recognised that the arts improved the quality of their society; and they took a lot of pride in that. 
As society begins to support the arts to an even greater extent, the people within that society will have more and more reason to take pride in their culture. Already Australians are highly regarded for their level of creativity, originality, technical skills, ability to take risks and inventiveness (Horne, Hull, Reid, Marsden, Stannage & Travers 2001). As support for the arts increases, so will the level with which we are regarded; causing an even greater sense of morale and pride to rise in the people.
As outlined by Kottak (2009, p. 519), ‘Art can teach lessons the artist, or society, wants told…It can move emotions, make us laugh, cry, feel up or down.’ The arts have a way of bypassing the mind and penetrating the heart. This means they can be used to draw the attention of the people towards issues that need to be addressed within society; by causing an emotional response which leads to individual action in relation to that particular issue. On the other side, they can also be used to create emotional responses that are pleasant; giving individuals a temporary lift in the midst of a society that may be quite unpleasant.

Training people in the arts means also training them to think creatively. Many problems within society could be solved by applying creative thinking, and many businesses need people who know how to think outside the box, to become leaders in innovation. ‘Artists are the creative and lateral thinkers for an information age economy and our future national success resides partly in our creative abilities…The future belongs to those with lateral and creative problem-solving abilities.’ (Horne, Hull, Reid, Marsden, Stannage & Travers 2001, p. 7) Society as a whole benefits as more and more individuals learn what it is to apply creative solutions to everyday problems.
The ways in which society can support the arts are numerous. On a national level, society can support the arts by increasing funding provided for arts related ventures and arts education within schools and higher education. (Horne, Hull, Reid, Marsden, Stannage & Travers 2001) On a local level, the arts can be supported through the promotion of art events to expand community interest and involvement in the arts, and by the dedication of buildings to the arts to help create artistic atmosphere. Also, ordinary space could also be set aside annually for visual arts displays or musical performances.
In conclusion, because of the many benefits that result, there are countless reasons why society should support the arts. Society as a whole benefits through improved cultural quality, an increased sense of morale amongst the people and prosperity in the midst of difficulty. Also, they are given a means of effective communication, and solutions to everyday problems as a result of creative thinkers. This means that individuals within the society reap the benefits as the arts are supported. So clearly, supporting the arts is something society should be involved in.
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