A Demographic breakdown of Fayette County
This county covers a total of 197.05 square miles of the land mass with 463.3 persons per square mile. According the U.S census bureau the county has an estimated total population of 106,788 as of 2009. The demographic data presented by this bureau show the housing, language, education, household income and business facts about the county.

From the census it was realized that 51.3% of the population above the ages of five years, lived in the same house from 1995 to 2000. In 2000 they had 31,524 households with 2.88 persons per household. By 2008 the county had 39,396 housing units, with an 86.4% house ownership rate in the same year. A further 8.1% had housing units in the multi-unit structures as of 2000, with a median of $171,500 value of owner-occupied housing units. The median household income in 2008 was $82,678 with the per capita income in 1999 being $29,464, the 2008 saw a record 4.7% of the population being below the poverty level.

They have 7.0% above the age of five speaking other than English language, with 92.4% of the population who are 25 years and above are high school graduates as at 2000. A further 36.2% have a bachelors degree or higher with 5% over the ages of five with disability.

The county by 2007 had 3,375 private non-farm establishments, with an employment of 39,194, this was a 32.4% increase from the year 2000. Those firms that did not employ were 9,397 in 2007 with 9.0% of the firms being black owned in 2002. Asian owned firms were 1.7% in 2002 with 32.9% of the firms being owned b a woman. The income of the county is at $1,328,515 from the manufacturing shipments, $535,718 from whole sale, $1,028,463 from retail, $133,273 from accommodation and food services sales in 2002. The federal spending in Fayette as of 2008 was at $488,356. this is a break down of the demographics of the Fayette county from the latest survey of the US census bureau as of 22nd April 2010.
Population in Fayette County Georgia and the main Cities
According to the US census survey Fayette County has a total population of 106,788 by 2009 with a percentage change of 17.0% from 2000 census which had a figure of 91,263. In 2008 4.8% of the population was below the ages of five years with another 22.9% being eighteen and under. The county in 2008 had 11.8% of the population at 65 and over years of age. The county in the same year had a higher percentage of female to male with 51.4% of the population being female.

The county has 75.3% white population and a further 19.6% black population. American Indians and Alaska natives make up 0.2% of the population, with the Asian population being 3.5%. Native Hawaiian and other pacific islanders make up an insignificant percent of the population. 1.35 of the population reported having two or more races with the Hispanic making 4.2% those who are white but not Hispanic made 71.5% of the population.

Fayette County has Brooks, Fayetteville, Peachtree city, Tyrone and Woolsey cities. The city of brooks has a population of 553 with 97.5% of them being white and 1.3% of the Asian decent with families making 85.1% of the population. Fayetteville has a population of 11,148 of which 78.7% are white, 2.8% are Latino, 14% are black and 3.3% are Asian with families making 68.4% of the population. Peachtree in 2006 had a population of 33,336 with 81.2% being white, 9.6% are black, 4.5% are Asian, 1.4% as Indian and 2.4% made up of others, the families make up 81.6% of the population. Tyrone city has 3,916 persons with 93.15 of this being whites, 1.5% as Latino and 3.4% are black, the families in this city make up 84.35 of the population. On the other hand the city of Woolsey has a population of 175 with 94.9% being white with a further 3.45 being black and a 1.1% Asian population. The population here comprises of 86% families making it the highest in family concentration.
What other Police Departments share our Jurisdiction? Where does the jurisdiction line start and end? Are there any jurisdiction issues that can create problems?
Sheriff’s department is located in the county seat, Fayetteville, in West Virginia. The department has 31 deputy sheriffs, a chief law enforcement deputy, two transport officers, a crime scene technician and two animal controllers. This department offers law enforcement services to the whole county. This is in collaboration with the West Virginia department of natural resources, the state police and the municipal department. Crime and investigative agencies also exist in this county; these are like the federal bureau of investigations, the criminal investigation agency, and department of home land security.

The West Virginia department of natural resources jurisdiction is in the West Virginia area only. The state police on the other hand patrol and man the state roads n and out of the county, this mans that the sheriffs department does cross the state police lines as they chase criminals. The municipal department provides law enforcement in the municipality only. While the sheriff department covers the whole county. The federal bureau of investigation, investigates crimes that are committed within the national borders, while the criminal investigation agency handles national security issues together with the department of home land securities.

Jurisdiction issues do arise especially where a crime committed cut across the lines. Most jurisdiction issues arise when one of the law enforcement arms is the first on the crime or they are the first team to investigate the crime. Incase the investigation calls for outside help or a collaboration of another law enforcement arm; this implies that the first team is given a lesser role in the investigation. It is often witnessed that the local sheriffs department is disregarded when it comes to solving criminal intent cases and it s for this reason that most national agencies undermine their input.
What is the primary crime right now in Fayette County Georgia? Drugs, shoplifting, burglary etc?
The crime level in this county as reported by the county sheriff is low compared to other parts of the country. Looking at the crime rates of the county over the years it is possible to discern the most common crime activity. As of 2005the murder rates of that year were at zero percent, with the same applying to rape and robberies. With 16 burglaries the whole year in addition 29 theft cases and three auto theft cases in the year Witt (2010).

Compared to the year 2004 where the crime rates were still zero murders as the sheriff reported zero murders and robberies. The reported an increase in rape from zero the previous year to four. Assaults on the other hand increased from ten to twelve the next year, with thefts having increased from 29 to 34 and auto theft at a constant 3.
What are Georgia Certification and National CALEA Certification? Where does the Fayette County Sheriff’s Office fit under these categories?
The state of Georgia law enforcement accreditation requires all law enforcement agencies to be compliant failure to which they will be dealt with according to rule number one. The certification requires that agencies be assessed by the Georgia Law Enforcement certification program (GLECP); this assessment must be n-site. Assessments are carried out every twelve months. Agencies are then required to give an annual report to the director of GLECP, this report gives the annual compliance review.

In case an agency does not meet the compliance standards it s required to report the steps it is taking to achieve the compliance standards. They are usually given a maximum of 90 days to meet the compliance standards. A good faith effort is expected of the agencies, with the director of GLECP giving a report to the certification committee.

On the other hand the state certification committee has set up assessor evaluation procedures, they will evaluate the team leader, the team leader on the other hand will evaluate the team member and shadow and finally the team member will evaluate the shadow.

Upon certification agencies are require to initiate a new contract every three years, the agency then keeps the records according to the state records retention Act, with a file made for each standard according to standard summary report.

CALEA is the commission on accreditation for law enforcement agencies was set up under four law enforcement organizations; international association of the chief of police, national organization of black law enforcement executives and the national sheriffs’ association and the police executive research forum. The purpose of the CALEA is the development of a set of law enforcement standards together with the establishment and administration of accreditation processes for law enforcement agencies to demonstrate their professionalism. The CALEA certification program was in 1993, believe is that the participation in certification allows law enforcement agencies to be familiar with the standards and processes. The certification is offered in communications, security, internal affairs, property and evidence control and training of the officers.

The benefits of accreditation is better accountability in the department, control on liability cost of insurance, a better defense against lawsuits and complaints, support from government and better community advocacy.

CALEA accreditation addresses the roles, responsibilities with other departments, the organization and management of the agency, the structure and the process of the personnel, the operations and operational support, any traffic operations, prisoner and court activities and finally technical services.

Accreditation aims at helping the law enforcement agencies to strengthen crime prevention and control structures, to formalize important management methods, initiate fair personnel practices, improve the delivery of services, and strengthen the inter-agency relationship and foster citizen confidence in the law enforcement agency.

Fayette county sheriff depart would best fall under the accreditation of the Georgia certification, as it also incorporates the states and national requirements for law enforcement agencies. On the other hand the sheriff department can also receive certification from CALEA as it also caters for small agencies that are do not necessary cover a national region. The sheriffs office needs to meet the communication, court and prisoner handling requirements, they also need to meet the standards required for them as they interact with other law enforcement agencies. The Georgia certification can ensure that they meet the law enforcement requirements and standards.
How do they deal with multi-cultural issues and people who can’t speak English? What rights do illegal aliens have and how are they to be handled in various situations
According to the DMC (2008) report the Fayette county department has to deal with a high number of African American youth in the county’s juvenile detention. The fact is that the county’s minority community is over represented in the in the law enforcement detention cells and court cases. The report was written after a meeting by stakeholders who came together to discuss the future of the minority in the county. Their concern was the safety and wellbeing of the community and the care of the youth especially minority community.

Their aim was the reduction of racial disparity that was observed in the juvenile detention unit of the county. The fact that they are handling more and more juvenile delinquency cases form the minority population means they need to put measures into place to handle them. For those with language barriers the use of interpreters hired by the county council will help break the communication barrier, and give them equal and unbiased representation in the court.

DMC (2008) reported that a good number of researches showed that racial disparity in the juvenile system led to a good number of juveniles being detained, adjudicated and placed under home care even under secure confinement. Therefore they found it important to examine the policies and practices in the granting of extension on detention.

The most reported crimes witnessed with the minority population especially the juvenile are crime, drug and violence related cases, unsupervised teenagers, racial and ethnic tension in the society. At the same time the juveniles lack the motivation to improve themselves and their community, with the adults showing an example as they blame the system for their misfortunes.

The illiteracy levels in these communities are also high standing at 59% this means that the unemployment levels are also high in these communities standing at 49%, as they cannot secure a good job. 56% of them cannot afford good housing, with 53% of the minorities being homeless. The lack of good jobs and a source of income imply that these communities cannot access health insurance and health care facilities, 47% of them cannot access quality health care with another 45% living in run down buildings.

The social problems that these communities experience lead them to trouble with law enforcement officers as they break laws to make a living. Theft, car jacking, muggings are high in these communities. It is for these reasons that most of the youths have ever had a juvenile delinquency case.

The DMC committee has been organizing forums to incorporate the minority communities in project that will build their youth and keep them away from a life of crime. The realization is that by giving all the youth a chance to reach their potential despite their cultural, economic and racial background they will be able to avoid crime.

The DMC has enforced the police force and the support groups like parents, teachers, community based organizations, faith based organizations and neighborhood organizations to help rehabilitate and care for the youth. At the same time measures are put into place to make sure that the juvenile and any minority is properly detained and that the system has put into place the changes necessary to reduce bias.

At the same time the rehabilitation of the offender is important as it reduces the chances for a repeat incarceration, this is a common occurrence with the minority communities. At the same time the introduction of social facilities like shelters, foster homes and electronic monitoring as alternatives to detention. On the other hand the police, agencies, community have been educated on the negative effects of detention.

The Fayette county sheriff’s office needs to be fully equipped with knowledge and skills on how to deal with the minority community and the ethnic groups. In case they come across immigration cases, they need to handle them with care, investigate any local involvement and hand them directly to the immigration department Sheriff (2010).

In addition by working together with the local social department, they will be in a position to rehabilitate the juvenile cases. Of importance is the fact that in these communities, there are many reported cases of abuse in the family. The law enforcement officers on many occasions have been called to calm domestic violence. It is then important for them to be aware of the different cultural and language differences, the fact is most communities have different family values and roles of the sexes.

In as much as there is a liberal aspect in the American family life, the minority communities come migrate with their cultures and beliefs. These national, political, social, religious and cultural influences they way they live and socialize with the rest. At the same time the hardships they are going through, like illiteracy, unemployment, low wage jobs and cultural differences have made them turn to ways to cope. Their coping mechanism has led them to drugs, alcohol and crime Dawnray (2010).

It is for these reasons that the Fayette county sheriff’s office has the duty of protecting the community from such dangerous activities. On the other hand they need to fully understand the causes of the behavior exhibited by gathering back ground information on them. The use of interpreters in the force will should assist in the language barriers. Cooperation with other law enforcement officers should assist in handling immigration problems and drug related cases.
How are the cold cases handled In Georgia? How does the Fayette County Sheriff’s Department handle cold cases?
Like many parts of America, the county has its share of cold cases; these are the cases that have not been solved with any clues or leads forth coming. An example of such a cold case is the murder of Jason Dale Bolton who was killed in 1991. To this day many more cases have not been solved. Back in 1998, Major Frank Monaco took command of troop B where advances in technology were beginning to ad in the investigation of cases. He created a cold case squad which was charged with the use of technology to solve unsolved murders in Fayette, Greene, Allegheny and Washington police agency (2010).

This was the beginning of the use of DNA evidence to solve crimes; they went back to old cases to find remnant DNA evidence and analyzed it. In their initial stages they were able to solve ten of the forty cold cases; this ushered in the era of technology in crime investigation.

Today cold cases and murder crimes are investigated by the criminal, coroners and even state police and the federal enforcement officers especially where jurisdiction line cross. Since it is possible to find cases leading to jurisdiction conflicts the agencies work together to solve the crimes Peirce (2005).

Cold cases have often been reopened when new evidence has been presented, be it from new witness or a new technology that ends up shedding light on the evidence. The fact remains that the sheriffs’ office in collaboration with the coroner’s office and the local bureau of investigation work on cold cases. Though cold cases are hard and a challenge to investigate, they realize today that it is important to react as fast as possible as soon as a crime occurs, in order to gather first hand data before the scene gets cold Templeton (2008).
How does the Sheriff’s Department handle juvenile crime? What are the different laws and procedures when dealing with juveniles?
As we saw earlier, Fayette County is no exemption to juvenile delinquency cases, with a majority of them coming from the minority population. Most crimes reported associated to juvenile delinquency are crime, drugs possession and handling related changes, violence cases, unsupervised teenagers and driving under he influence and disturbing the peace.

Teenagers and young adults are mostly carried away by their emotions such that they are not able to make better judgment when it comes to peer influences. It is for this reason that the local law enforcement and guardians of the youth find hard to contain them. With the increase of the number of crimes related to poverty the community cannot ignore juvenile delinquency cases.

With unemployment being on the rise due to the recession and the family income declining, tension in the families is rising as no quick solution is being found. On the other hand as the young have to give up luxuries for the necessities makes them seek ways of meeting their needs.

As the young are recruited into crime, they engage into activities like car jacking, muggings, and theft. In extreme cases the law enforcement officers have to deal with robberies, drive by shootings and robberies and car jacking involving weapons. On the other hand gang related cases has risen with the young getting recruited, as they seek social groups to socialize and belong to, these children are lured into a life of crime. The attraction of the groups is the money, fame and lifestyle they offer, that keeps the young entangled in it.

Drug lords and traffickers use these groups to trade their drugs, and transport the drugs and stolen goods. It is not uncommon to nab a juvenile with stolen goods; on the other hand the young are being detained for drunken driving, and unsupervised teenagers.

The Fayette county law enforcement has decided to rehabilitate juveniles as a way of reducing juvenile cases. They have introduced social facilities like shelters for the youth, foster homes for children who are abandoned, from abused homes or orphans, and electronic monitoring. These they have introduced as they was a realization that rehabilitation is better than detention, with detention the chances of a repeat offence was higher.

The county attorney’s office has been given the responsibility of prosecuting juvenile cases. The charge usually includes offences of the habitual runaway, truancy and beyond control for the parent or guardian. In addition they include public offences like theft, burglary, assault, possession of marijuana, alcohol possession, robbery and homicide. In some rare cases the juvenile does end up n the circuit court to be tried as an adult.

Basically juvenile court is a closed court, or t is more confidential with records being available to juveniles who are adjudicated guilty for a capital class A, B or C felony. The county council and the law enforcement agency keep a record of the juvenile adjudicated guilty for offences that involve firearms. Notably the attorney’s office seeks to collect restitution for al the victims of juvenile delinquency Roberts (2010).

Notable is the fact that the law enforcement and attorney’s office are seeking ways of rehabilitating the juvenile, this is hoped to reduce repeat offences. This rehabilitation programs have worked as the number of juvenile cases have reduced over the years. The number in 2004 was at 2,275 with 1,912 in 2005 down from 2004. On the other hand the cases handled in the courts reduced with 992 juvenile cases being in the courts in 2004 and 912 in 2005. One thing is clear though, talking and involving the youth is the only way to reduce juvenile delinquency.
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