Hercules and the ten labors
Hercules and the 10 Labors
When he was born his mother Hera tried to kill him by sending two venomous snakes to his crib. He using his strength killed them with his bare fist later when he grew up he had become a champion wrestler and he had superhuman strength was excellent in archery then his mom still jealous of all his success tricked him into killing his own children and he was sentenced to perform a series of tasks, or "Labors", for his cousin Eurystheus, the king of Tiryns and Mycenae. Hercules was the greatest hero of Greek mythology.
Labor One: The Neman Lion
The Neman lion was no ordinary lion its skin could not be hurt by spears or arrows and it lived in the outside the town of Neman in a cave with two entrances. Hercules blocked the entrance of the cave and forced the lion to go 1 on 1 with Hercules after a short battle Hercules prevailed and from then on he wore the lion's skin as a jacket and its jaws as a helmet
Labor Two: The Monstrous and Many-Headed Hydra.
Hydra lived in Lerna and was said two have as much as a thousand heads. And as one head was chopped off, two more grew in its place. But the weakness of the Hydra was that only one of its heads was immortal. So Hercules along with the help of his nephew Lolaus put a huge rock on her immortal head and after cutting off one mortal head he stuck his sword in it and used its venom to kill each head so it couldn't grow back. Then he made the monster to kill itself by making it drink its own blood. But when Eurystheus found out that his nephew Lolaus helped him he declared that the labor did not count.
Labor Three: the Cerynitian Hind
The third Labor was to get the Cerynitian hind. A deer that was extremely fast, and had golden horns. It was a prized possession to Artemis, goddess of the hunt, so Heracles was warned not hurt it. He hunted the deer for an entire year before finding it on a River in Arcadia. Aiming with his bow, he fired an arrow between the tendons and bones without making the deer bleed. And he finally finished this labor.
Labor Four: the Erymanthian Boar
For this labor Hercules was pushed to the limit by being challenged to bring back the Erymanthian boar alive. He tracked down the boar on the top of a snow capped mountain. Then with a single strike of his club he caused an avalanche immobilizing the boar. He carried it on his shoulder to his cousin Eurytheus's castle. And by that he ended the labor.
Labor Five: The Augean Stables
Determined to humualte his cousin, Eurystheus, called for Hercules to clean out the Augean stables in just one day. But instead of using a shovel and a bucket Hercules emptied two rivers and flooded a stable. But the labor didn't count because Hercules wanted to get paid for the job.
Labor Six: The Stymphalian Birds
For his next job Hercules was to rid the skies of the Stymphalian birds. In order to do this task Hercules must try to get them to fly for the land surrounding them was mucky and filled with swamp areas. So he used castanets given to him by the goddess Athena. By making a weapon he made them go airborne. When they were in the air he shot them with arrows.
Labor Seven: the Cretan Bull
The upcoming task was to get the Cretan bull out of the main land. Eventually Hercules captured the beast and shipped it where it became another hero's problem.
Labor Eight: the Mares of Diomdes
The mares of Diomdes were no ordinary creatures. Their diet consisted of human flesh Hercules using his quickness and strength eventually rounded them up. And took them to mount Olympus where they were eaten alive by wild animals
Labor Nine: Hippolyte's Belt
In the ninth Labor Heracles went to the land of the Amazons, to retrieve the belt of their queen for Eurystheus' daughter. As it turned out, the Amazon queen, Hippolyte, gave Hercules her belt, but Hera was not going to let him. Heracles made off with the belt, and Theseus kidnapped an Amazon princess.
Labor Ten: the Cattle of Geryon
For his tenth labor Hercules was sent to the Far East to gather the cattle of Geryon. The beast that guarded the cattle was named Orthrus he had two heads and his body connected from the waist down, but Hercules defeated him with a single blow to the head after he captured the cattle he headed back home but got lost on the way and ended up in modern day Italy.
Conclusion
Hercules experienced many more hard and rigorous tasks but none more challenging than his first 10 labors. And he truly was the greatest hero of Greek mythology.
