Influences
        Influence: a power which affects a person's actions, thoughts and general life, both positively and negatively. Many things have the power to influence people whether that thing is an object, a person, a place, an event, a video or a piece of music. All of which have shaped people minds and indeed their lives. One of my influences over the past few years has been a small time author/illustrator from America who's greatest and most successful work comes in the form of a manga series called Miki Falls, Mark Crilley, father of two and married to his Japanese love Miki, has influenced a lot of my art work and my passion for Japan and Japanese culture both traditional and the ultra-modern.
        I first discovered Mark on Youtube where he regularly posted, and still does, 'how to draw' tutorial video's from which he has built up a devoted fan base. Subsequently this is how I came to discover his manga series, Miki Falls, and when Mark's influence on me buried its roots and took hold.
        Mark lives in Detroit and is a graduate from Kalamazoo College where he met and was later mentored by one of his biggest personal influences, David Small. David, a Caldecott winner and one of the greatest children's books illustrators of his generation, brought Mark to the realisation of the level of his talents and just how much harder he would have to work in order to rise above the crowd and break free from being just another mediocre artist. After further guidance and encouragement from David and a poet, Conrad Hilberry, Mark's work improved dramatically, soon Mark developed a love for travelling, visiting destinations all over Europe including Germany, Italy, Greece, France and Denmark. His travels would later lead him to Senegal and more importantly Japan, which was a major turning point in his be knowing to him or not as besides teaching English to High School children he created and based most of his work in and on Japan, whether it be educational to help his students, for potential publication or to document his travels. Mark was now drunk on achieving success and in particular achieving his life long goal of becoming a published author and having his work being sold all over the world.
        After finishing his travels and completing two more children's books Mark journeyed back to his home country in search of publishers. Mark's struggle began with Allan Neuwirth who wasn't interested in his work but did provide him with a long list of contacts to which Mark mailed copies of his work to with the hope that one of them would be interested in taking his ideas into print. Many meetings and rejection letters later the light was dwindling on the candle of hope for Mark to become a published author but Mark did not give up in his quest and his sheer determination would soon pay off as while on a trip around Fantagraphics a man called Eric Reynolds provided him with the hope that he so desired when, although Eric could not put Mark's ideas into publication, he gave him yet another list of publishers and ensured Mark that if he sent out enough copies of his work someone out there would want to take it on. One of the publishers on the list was a small publisher in New Jersey called Sirius Entertainment who where very interested in his work and agreed to publish Mark's comic 'Akiko on the Planet Smoo', this proved to be such a success that Mark later went on to produce a series of comic books based on the story and also got commissioned to turn the series in to a children's novel. Many successful years of working with Sirius Entertainment down the line Mark produced many great publications and even got featured in a magazine in 1998 as one of the one-hundred most creative people in entertainment.
        Currently Mark is working on a new project called Brody's Ghost which is to become another manga comic series for young readers.
        Mark's life works have influenced me to produce my own manga style art works for myself and others and also in order to display my artistic ability; I have also been influenced into the Japanese culture in particular Japanese art work and movie making, more commonly known as manga and anime. From becoming involved in this style of working it has broadened my personal perspective on cultural differentiations and given me a greater appreciation of cultural art work and the extremely hard work that has to be put in to producing a manga book packed with detailed imagery and a good narrative and further more an anime movie, converting still imagery into a feature length motion picture.
        Not only has Mark influenced me in many ways but he and his life have also inspired me and I am sure many others as well because he has shown that, even in tough times and growing up in a place where it is difficult to break into the creative industry, with hard work and sheer grit and determination your dreams are within reaching distance we just have to find the ways and means of bridging the gap.
