Chris LeDoux Country
Chris LeDoux was born on October 2, 1948 in Biloxi, Mississippi, on the Gulf Coast, in 1948. He was a music legend and an American country music singer-songwriter, bronze sculptor and rodeo champion. He sang firsthand of rodeo glory and ache while living the life of a genuine contemporary cowboy. He recorded thirty-six albums, numerous were self-released, which have sold more than six million units in the United States as of the first quarter of 2007. LeDoux was prized one platinum and two gold album certifications from the RIAA, and was voted for a Grammy Award and the Academy of Country Music Pioneer Award.

Chris Lee LeDoux was born on October 2, 1948 in Biloxi, Mississippi and was raised in Austin, Texas (Cowboy, Singer Ledoux Dies In Casper, 2007). His father was in the US Air Force, and their family often moved from one place to another. He was trained to ride horses while visiting his grandparents on their farm.He, then, started to participate and compete in rodeo events at the age of 13. Following his winning in the Wyoming State Rodeo Championship bareback riding twice during high school, he received a rodeo scholarship to Casper College in Casper. “When he went into professional rodeo, he began getting requests to sing at parties and dances” (Today's Singing Cowboys, 2007). In lonely hours on the road, he wrote some songs about rodeo. To help shell out his everyday expenditure while roaming the country, he began penning his stories of life on the circuit into fresh western anthems. After he had written enough songs to make up an album, he established a recording company, American Cowboy Songs, with his father. He, then, recorded his songs in a friend's basement, and began selling his albums out of the back of his truck at rodeo events (Today's Singing Cowboys, 2007). in 1976, he won the world bareback riding championship, which gave him more credibility with music audiences, as he now had proof that the cowboy songs he wrote and sang were genuine. He found a devoted audience and high praise for his bonfire ballads and lyrical candor. His songs incarcerated the romance, independence, dirt and hurt of rodeo, and drew fans who commanded tapes of his songs. He continued joining competitions for the next four years, and then, retired to nurse injuries and to spend more time with his growing family./a>

With his rodeo career ended, he continued to write and record his songs and began playing concerts, which often featured a mechanical bull and fireworks. He developed an increasingly large following, as well as a reputation for exciting concerts. By 1982, he had sold over 250,000 copies of his self-released albums, with little or no marketing, of which he completed 22 by the end of the '80s. He had sold hundred thousands of copies of his albums, with little or no marketing. notwithstanding offers from various record labels, he refused to sign a recording contract, instead chose to keep his liberty and full power over his work while enjoying his regional following. In 1989, a more famous fan, Garth Brooks, mentioned him in the debut song Much Too Young (To Feel This Damn Old), which validated him as a true country music artist and brought much more widespread and conventional attention to his music. To capitalize on the sudden attention, he signed his own recording contract with Capitol Records Nashville.

In 2000, he was diagnosed with a liver disease that required him to receive a liver transplant. Garth Brooks volunteered to contribute part of his liver, but it was establish to be unsuited. A substitute donor was found, and he did receive a transplant successfully.

Within six months of the surgery and recovery, he was on tour again, throwing himself right back into the hard-driving, full-force stage shows he was known for and released two additional albums. In 2004, he was diagnosed with cholangiocarcinoma, a cancer of the bile duct, and he began undergoing radiation treatment. In November of the same year, he was forced to call off several tour dates due to the treatment he was receiving, but his prognosis looked good. In the following year, information came out that his doctors were happy with his progress. Their optimism, shared with the fact that he was feeling good and looking forward to getting back to his music, led everybody to believe that he would become cancer-free; but sorrowfully, his condition took a turn for the worse rapidly in the subsequent weeks. He died on March 9, 2005 of complications from his liver cancer. He was survived by his wife of thirty-three years, Peggy, and their children Clay, Ned, Will, Beau, and Cindy, as well as his mother, Bonnie.

Subsequent to his death, he was named as one of six previous rodeo cowboys to be inducted into the ProRodeo Hall of Fame in 2005; and he was the first person to ever be inducted in two categories, for his bareback riding and in the notables category for his offerings to the sport through music. Soon afterward, the Academy of Country Music honored LeDoux their Pioneer Award during ceremonies in 2005; which was received of his good friend, Garth Brooks, on behalf of his family. He was, also, inducted into Rodeo Hall of Fame at National Cowboy And Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City in 2006.

He started to play guitar and harmonica and wrote songs in his teens. He used his musical competence as a mode of paying his way from one rodeo to one more. Writing

songs became more work than fun (Coon, n.d.). He would come to depend on others for a couple of his recordings throughout the latter part of his long musical journey. “A successful rodeo profession was overtaken by music” (Coon, n.d.). Furthermore, numerous of songs about the West, cowboy and rodeo life, and love came next. He illustrates his music as a mixture of western soul, sagebrush blues, cowboy folk and rodeo rock 'n' roll.

In his entire music career, he had sold a total of 6 million copies of the 36 albums he recorded. He had duets with other singers, like Brooks, Jon Bon Jovi, Charlie Daniels and Toby Keith in his 20 Greatest Hits CD. He released his national debut, which was Western Underground, in 1991; and in 1992, the follow-up, Whatcha Gonna Do With a Cowboy, featured a duet with Brooks on the title track and that paved his place in country music with the superstars. The single became his first and only Top Ten country hit. The album also entered the Top Ten and went gold. Though he has not had another single that big, he recorded steadily for Liberty through the '90s, and all of his albums He was known for throwing himself into his career, delivering energized, and full-force performances on stage that thrilled his fans. made the country Top 40, selling well to LeDoux's extensive fan base. 2000's.

There were questions about what made Chris LeDoux so special. His songs tell the stories of the trials and triumphs of the rodeo life, but this is not to say that was all he sang about. He could also sing about the usual Country Music themes like drinking and heartache; and gave his fans a reason to smile more than once with his music, like the honor to chewing tobacco "Copenhagen". Chris LeDoux was a rarity, molding a music career with almost no radio airplay. Some played his songs, but many others merely said the singer did not fit their sound, but he carried on in spite of all that. Another thing was his concerts. His shows are more a spectacle than a plain show. He added the pleasure, liveliness and ambiance to a country music show that was previously only experienced in rock shows. it was his capability to combine music and rodeo that made him outstanding. Songs frequently connect the subject, but the artists are generally folks who can do one but not the other.

Every time he blasts onto the stage, it is with the same enraged tension as when the shafts used to open for him on a bucking bronc. he writes and sings about cowboys, rodeos, dusty cowboy hats, worn-out boots, wild horses, lonesome roads, storm clouds above the timber line, wide open spaces. He writes about the things that he only knows and familiar with. His music concerns a world a lot have only seen in movies and others consider lost to history. He is the bona fide thing, a world champion rodeo rider and a world class performer and entertainer. He was a true cowboy and was not determined by the outlook of recognition or money when he began pursuing rodeo professionally, or when he started writing and recording his own music. He was the true piece. A lot sang about being a cowboy, but little ever did it. Numerous cowboys have strived singing, but the majority have failed. He was a real life Country music cowboy, and his catalogue is crammed with classics. He remains one of the Country Music's best known singers.
