The Globalization Debate

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Carlos Salinas de Gortari, world – renowned economist and politician, clearly stated that “globalization is a fact of economic life.” Globalization, a modern trend whereby goods and services are exchanged internationally, has opened up the world to endless possibilities. Free trade, a key element of globalization, allows countries to have open access to international markets without quotas or tariffs. This practice has benefited not only Canada, but also the entire world. It is integral that Canada participate in more free trade due to the unparalleled advantages which this process has generated. If Canada partakes in more free trade, the following benefits will proceed.
CANADA'S STANDARD OF LIVING WILL FURTHER IMPROVE WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY PROVIDING JOBS TO WORKERS IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
Globalization allows Canadians to purchase better quality merchandise for a fraction of the price (“Globalization Improves Lives”, par. 11). Companies and manufacturers outsource the low – paying, manual – labour jobs to countries where workers can legally be paid much less than they can in Canada. This said, Canadians can buy the finished goods back for a much cheaper price than we would be able to otherwise. Although this practice may seem predatory, the Chinese, Mexican, or Sri Lankan factory workers are still getting paid more than they would be at most other jobs in their country and this wage, while it may be low, provides them with a better life than they had before (“Globalization Improves Lives”, par. 9). Even though Canada is losing these manual – labour jobs, unemployment rates in Canada and the United States are currently considerably low. It is evident that this factor has not had a dramatic or negative impact on unemployment rates. With globalization, Canadians can buy cheaper goods while providing jobs to men and women in developing countries.
BETTER EDUCATED CANADIAN POPULACE
As more and more manual - labour jobs are being outsourced to developing countries, the Canadian workforce has been and still is forced to adhere to the bicycle theory: move forward or fall off (Kilgour, sec. 4). Donald Johnston, former Canadian Secretary-General of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) stated that “today, our [Canada's] most important resource is our highly qualified manpower (3).” The Canadian population
LESS TERRORISM AND LESS WAR; MORE NATIONAL SECURITY
Globalization connects countries throughout the entire world. Countries that have mutual business relations are less likely to go to war with each other so as not to destroy their economies (Research Package #3, 4)). If Canada increases her participation in free – trade, there is a greater chance that she will continue to remain a peaceful country, a value which so many Canadians hold to the highest standard.

