Problems of the third world countries
There is no definite definition of third world countries. However, according to United Nations a third world country is a nation whose majority of the population lives below the poverty level. Various parameters are used to determine whether a country is a third world nation or not. According to the World Bank, a third world country refers to all low income earning countries. In simple terms 'third world countries' are general poor nations. For instance ,Uganda and Chad in Africa, Afghanistan and Bangladesh in Asia and Haiti and Jamaica in south America are third world countries just to name a few.

One of the challenges facing the third world nations is the mismanagement of resources. This factor has been outlined as the key problem in realizations of the millennium goals. Africa, where we find many of these third world countries, has remains undeveloped due to this factor despite her having lot of resources. For example, democratic republic of Congo in Africa is rich in valuable mineral like gold, but the nation has witnessed the benefit of resources where a corruption has paralyzed the trade. (World Bank, 2008)

According to Escobar (1995), political instability has been a major hindrance to development. Lack of democracy has been observed in a number of nations which has given rise to appraisals and civil wars as seen in Zimbabwe and Somalia. These nations are economically weakened by this wars that they are unable to provide the basic services to its citizens.

Poor infrastructure is an outstanding feature in third world nations. This has hindered economic growth. For example the rail network in Africa is outdated and this makes it expensive to transport both the raw materials and finished goods. Road network is neither better nor the sea transport especially with the emergence of piracy commonly in the Indian Ocean sea routes.

High infant mortality rate is also a big challenge in these nations. This is majorly caused by poor health and nutrition care of the entire population. The nations are not in a position to provide these services. The prenatal care is a dream to many of expectant mothers here. The overall repercussions of this are retardation of a society and a reduced market for the hardly produced goods urges Cole (1985)

Most third world nations are unable to deal with natural catastrophes like drought, earthquakes soil erosion etc. most notably is the fact these are as a result of uncontrolled human activities that is, environmental pollution. Take for example the invasion of the Mau forest in Kenya which led to a climatical change that saw the nation suffer an unusual prolonged drought and drying up of the hydroelectric water dams that led to sever power rationing. The effects of this environmental disaster are even felt in Egypt which uses the Nile water which has its source at Lake Victoria.

United Nations et al (2009) urges that Low aggregate national income is also another major problem in third world countries. This is due to low GNI and GDP. The income the government gets is too low to provide sufficiently to its citizens. Thus the citizens themselves are economically weak and no sound investments in this kind of nations due to a fact well explained by the vicious cycle.

It is with no doubt that third world countries need help in all above stated factor, and indeed, with more emphasis on economical needs. These nations can come up if World Bank, united nation and other agencies can extend their hand to third world countries.
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