Ideology of neo-liberalism in Bahrain
This article was written by Ed Attwood; he has worked for air cargo Middle East and India and is currently working in Arab business magazine as a senior reporter. (E. Attwood, personal communication, March 23,2010) Even though Attwood has been to many countries in the gulf and has been in the middle east for a number of years, I don't think that his limited experience qualifies him to write about this topic.

The Author is writing from an optimistic perspective. When he talks about the competition between Bahrain and Dubai, he believes that even though Dubai is holding that position today, Bahrain is capable of taking that position if the right choices were made. (Attwood, 2010)

The author is bias when he compares Bahrain with Dubai; he prefers Bahrain over Dubai. He mentioned a few problems in Bahrain he minimizes the problem and then covered it up by saying that it's not a big problem in Bahrain's economy for example when he mentions the failing airline industry in Bahrain he thinks that "airlines aren't everything" and after that he mentions that Bahrain adopting free market techniques to attract foreign businesses.

The Author is discussing the ideology of neo-liberalism in Bahrain. Today, the government owns 37 % shares in Batelco which means that the government intervention in Batelco has been minimized. (M. Mustafa, personal communication, March 25, 2010) Also, there are two telecommunication companies competing with Batelco now, Zain and STC through VIVA. Now, people have a choice and they can compare prices and choose the most adequate for them, therefore the rights of the individuals are met in a better way.

The article was published on 26 of Feb, 2010 in Arabian business magazine. The publications date is important because the article was published in a time where the focus of the media worldwide was on Bahrain due to the 6th Formula 1 race to take place in Bahrain in March 2010.

The intended audiences in this article are business people and people who are looking for a career in Bahrain and investors who are looking to invest in the Gulf, other audiences which may be interested in this article are students like us and tourists who are looking to visit Bahrain.

The main idea is that he is promoting Bahrain for the foreign investors, the economy is stable, Bahrain is the only country which is not affected by the financial crisis, Also, the projects in Bahrain are improving and that we are able to make up for the lack of resources by focusing on alternative resources and that Bahrain is lately encouraging private businesses, the government is having minimal role in the economy and should encourage free trade rather than protectionism.

The Author discusses a number of projects and development on Bahrain. There are development of real estate like Durrat Al Bahrain and Reef Island. He talks about how Bahrain is building a logistics infrastructure like the Qatar-Bahrain "Friendship Causeway". He also talks about the telecommunications market in Bahrain. The Author mentions the Islamic finance sector in Bahrain.

The other perspectives expressed in the article are the perspectives of the governor of the central bank. He pointed out that most projects on Bahrain are happening. The head of the new Islamic finance Knowledge center views that Islamic finance will continue to be successful. Another perspective is the view of the mastermind company behind building the "Bahrain Gateway" Their new boss Steen Davidson believes that Bahrain has a lot to offer for businesses. (Attwood, 2010)

In my opinion, the evidence that he gave us is reliable to certain extent because we hear about his facts on our everyday life. But, most of the perspectives are statements of managers and there are no exact numbers and figures to prove their ideas.

The projects that are taking place in Bahrain will benefit Bahrain's economy in many ways. But, building Bahrain-Qatar causeway has negative effects on the logistic sector in Bahrain as there will be more traffic every day. In Bahrain there are many high-end real-estate projects that are expensive, when Bahrainis are in need of modest houses and those needs are being neglected. Bahrain is in need of improvement in the healthcare sector and should focus less on such events like the air show and the formula 1.
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