Faithless electors

Abolishing the Electoral College
Due to the presidential election of 2000, everyone knows that the president of the United States is chose by the Electoral College, not by popular vote. Only 538 people, representing the electors chosen by voters in Washington D.C. and the fifty states actually vote directly for president. The candidate that receives the majority of the votes from the electors becomes the president.The whole idea of the people of the United States not picking the president themselves seems highly undemocratic. The Electoral College has many defects including; “faithless electors,” the winner of the popular vote does not necessarily win, the votes of individuals in each state do not count equally, and the College can tie.

One of the most prominent problems with the Electoral College is the fact that the winner of the popular vote does not necessarily win the Presidency. In the 2000 election between George Bush and Al Gore, Al Gore won the popular vote by just over 500,000 votes; however George Bush won the Electoral College by less than ten votes securing him the Presidency. According to popular opinion polls in America, the notion of a candidate winning the election without winning the popular vote is very disturbing. In 2004 a “Gulp Poll” between just over one-thousand American's, 61 percent were in favor of abolishing the Electoral College. This is crucial because the support of the people is vital to the success of the Electoral College.

The Electoral College, was created by the founding fathers; this system, in their minds, would prevent the president from being elected by people who were not educated enough to vote. “Each state has a number of electors equal to the number of itsU.S. senatorsplus the number of itsU.S. representatives. Currently, the Electoral College includes 538 electors, 535 for the total number of congressional members, and three who represent Washington.” However, the votes of the individuals in each state are not counted equally. Many states have “excess population” meaning all of those tens of thousands of votes are not taken into consideration. The Electoral College, not individual votes pick the president; this premise alone makes the system undemocratic.
”Faithless electors” can also hinder the outcome of an election. Most voters don't even know who they're voting for. For example: “an elector cast a blank ballot in the election of 2000 to protest the lack of voting rights in the District of Columbia; a West Virginia elector cast her ballot backwards in1988…a switched ticket to indicate her personal preference; [and] a Minnesota did precisely the same thing…” (140) While a faithless elector has never determined the outcome of an election, it is very conceivable that a group of “faithless electors” could impact a very close election.

Although it has never happened, the Electoral College can tie. If in fact the Electoral College ties, then it will be up to the House of Representatives to select the President. However, each state no matter what size would cast a single vote; and even then, if the state's delegates tie, then the vote will not count at all. This could be devastating to any state but it would ravage the larger states (Florida, California, and Texas) because millions of votes would not be counted.

In the past, there have been many people and groups that have tried to abolish the Electoral College including: “ League of Women's Votes…many members of Congress from both parties and past presidential candidates…in favor of direct popular vote.” (141) The idea of changing the system to direct popular vote would take care of the problems tied with the Electoral College. Most Americans would then feel as if it were more democratic, and would know their vote actually counted; this would also remove faithless electors.

The Electoral College was created by our founding fathers as a compromise for the presidential election process. However, this system seems outdated and needs to be taken care of. It is highly undemocratic and in most cases does not reflect what the American people really want.
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