The Stem Cell Debate and Ethics
When stem cell research came into the picture it immediately gathered support and criticism from all corners of the world. The people who backed the idea argued that stem cell research was the cure for many diseases from Parkinson's disease to diabetes and even cancer. The proponents suggested that man was playing God, taking life into his own hands and creating something God would not approve of. They believed that it was taking the life of a living thing to benefit something else. Since the start of the stem cell debate the sides have further complicated their positions and stand firm with what they believe.

I take the side of stem cell research to a degree, when the cells are gathered in ways of collecting it from adult specimens or when the cell is taken from the umbilical cord. I see these as ways to improve human life and there is no harm done in the process. I feel God would encourage man to make life as comfortable as possible, without the need of mindless suffering when things can be done in accordance of the Word.

Stem cell's are basically cells “that are able to differentiate into specialized cell types but also retain the ability to renew themselves through cell division” (Johnson 2004). Some scientists and researchers have great hope for stem cell research and its ability to uncover treatments and possibly even cures for some of the worst diseases including; heart disease, diabetes, and diseases like Alzheimer's and Parkinson's. The bright side of having stem cells is the possibility that they can work with the many different types of stem cells that are in a body. There is a lower chance of a person rejecting the stem cell compared to a person who receives a blood transfusion. Many have touted this new way of science as the most important piece of since the Polio vaccine or Penicillin.

Scientists receive the stem cells from a variety of places, the most common place that researchers harvest the stem cells is from embryonic, this is the very early stage of a recently fertilized egg and has only about eight cells. The other place stem cells are found in adult stem cells, which are collected from a limited number of cell types in the body. The adult donor gives “bone marrow cells or from very early stages of tissue development” (Pinel 2002). The third place that is common to find stem cells is in umbilical cord. Stem cells that are collected from the cells of the umbical cord of a recently born baby, some of these cells are slightly undeveloped and can turn into other types of cells.

Even though, the future looks promising in the field of stem cell research there are some that object to the idea of the practice and find it immoral and against God's will. Looking to the Bible can help shed some light on the issues. As important as the research is in finding cures for diseases and problems, it is just as important to look at what God would say about what human beings are doing.

The Bible says that human life begins at conception (Psalm 139:13-16). As human beings it may not be God's will to go into a living embryo and extract it from the life that it has the potential to have. God was the one who gave life to the embryo and does man have the right to go in and take what God gave us and make it into something that we would rather have? “Will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well” (Psalm 139:14). Giving this scripture God is saying that it is wonderfully made and the work is perfect, so why should man try to impose his thoughts and beliefs with what he feels to be the right way. Man did not create the embryo, but who decides that he has the right to alter its life.

This same argument was brought up when the first artificial heart came into focus. Many saw it as an invasion of God's plans. Many viewed that if the heart that God gave you had no chance of working or being saved, then it was your time to go. Many people were insulted of putting a non-natural piece of equipment into the human body. As time went on the debate grew less and less and more people have came to accept the idea of the artificial heart. There are many T.V. ads today that promote the person who invented the artificial heart as a life saver, not an immoral person.

On the other hand of the debate, the supporters say that the embryo that they use are not going to waste, but are being used for the potential to save lives. It is something, if not taken, would be left behind and the embryo would go to waste, with no potential of doing any good. Getting the stem cells from the umbilical cord is something that is normally thrown away, and the supporters argue that, getting the stem cells from it has the potential to save a life and help with further research.

The supporters also argue with embryonic cells that normally there are more embryos formed than are implanted into the uterus of the woman desiring to become pregnant. With the consent of the couple, the excess are usually frozen and will eventually be destroyed. While forming stem cells from an embryo will destroy that embryo, it would most likely be destroyed anyway. The stem cells themselves, while still capable of forming many different tissues, cannot form an entire human being.

One misconception that stem cell research has encountered is that many people view it the same as cloning. Producing stem cells for research purposes and trying to make cures, does not have to involve the cloning of individuals. While they may be similar in nature, the stem cell research has no objectives of making new, breathing, human beings. They are more interested in stem cells to clone other stem cells. The objective is to save the humans already here now.

The debate of stem cells will continue to go along for a long time. While there is no right or wrong answer it is important to look at the pros and cons of both sides of the debate. Making a decision blindly on instinct has proven to be costly. One most also look to the word of the Lord as well in making decisions. Trying to decide if it's right or wrong, a sin or not could be debated for long periods of time without ever coming to a clear answer. The one questions people must ask is its God's will for this to happen.
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Reaction Paper Grading Template COUN 502

The following template was designed for you, the student, in an attempt to provide a large amount of feedback for each of your assignments, more than could ever be hand written on any one assignment. You will see below all the areas that were objectively and thoroughly considered in the grading process, and how your performance was judged in each of these areas. The following template is a guideline for grading. The professor reserves the right to raise/lower a student's final grade if it is believed template values have not credited assignment worth appropriately.
	
	
	Possible Points
	Points

	
	Title Page
	4)
	

	1
	Running head is present and proper (i.e. Running head: ABBREVIATED TITLE) Page # and abbreviated title (2-3 words) top R corner & present throughout paper
	2
	2

	2
	Full title is appropriate and in proper place (see APA for good title content) Student name and school in proper place (course # and student id # not necessary)
	2
	2

	
	
	
	

	
	Assignment Content (Content, before references, worth approx 70% of grade)
	(70)
	

	3
	The assignment is grammatically correct (including sentence structure)
	6
	6

	5
	The assignment is typographically correct Proper use of quotations, commas, italics, and other punctuation
	3
	3

	6
	Degree to which text is written in a coherent, succinct manner
	6
	6

	7
	Points are presented with exceptional logic and insight
	2
	2

	8
	Degree to which the body of the paper organize the topic and review the current empirical knowledge base relevant to the topic
	43
	38

	9
	Assignment is of proper length (3 to 4 pages)
	10
	10

	
	
	
	

	
	References
	(19)
	

	10
	Citations on the reference page match citations in text
	2
	2

	11
	The assignment contains a reference page free of errors (know APA well)
	5
	4

	12
	References are from professional—primary—sources (using original sources)
	2
	2

	13
	References are current (within 5 years, when applicable)
	2
	2

	14
	Assignment boasts at least required minimum number of professional references
	2
	2

	15
	Quotations are introduced (don't start sentences), long quotes proper (& not excessive)
	2
	2

	16
	Proper in text citations (present where necessary)
	2
	1

	17
	Proper in text citations (presentation) (i.e. Smith, 2004, p. 123)
	2
	1

	
	
	
	

	
	General APA
	(7)
	

	18
	One inch margins (on L and R sides; don't even/fix R margin)
	1
	1

	19
	Headings are correct
	1
	0

	20
	There is not additional space between paragraphs
	1
	1

	21
	Proper indenting and paragraph length
	1
	1

	22
	Font size and style are correct (Times New Roman, 12 point font)
	1
	1

	23
	Proper presentation of numerals (usually written up to nine, numerals 10 and up)
	1
	1

	24
	Other Miscellaneous APA
	1
	1

	
	
	
	

	
	Total Points
	100
	91



