Short story in the atlantic
Cathedral Critique
Carver (1983), in his article, "Cathedral" which was at first published as a short story in the Atlantic Monthly in March, 1981. By then it became an important title story in 1983. In this story, we find out that Carver tries to focus on the daily events in the life of certain characters. However, couples or relationships between families are his main subjects and he tries to show the readers what these characters experience in their daily life. And to understand what Carver is trying to show in this story, we must analyze the events in order to understand the main scope of the story. In other words, the meaning of the story is not shown due to hidden gaps; therefore, the reader must analyze the text in order to understand the signs the author leaves. The main argument the author spots the light on is that people who has less senses than the others can see things from a different perspective, understand things differently and feel confident about them. And as we see from the text, the blind man looked to us more imaginative and very detailed about things although he has lost his sight which was illustrated in the story when the narrator said "my eyes were still closed. I was in my house. I knew that. But I didn't feel like I was inside anything" (p. 68). At the beginning of the story, the narrator is somehow fearful and uncomfortable of what is happening between the blind man and his wife; and lately in the story, the view is now complete for him and by the help of the blind man started to see what was hidden for him.

Carver (1983), discussed in the story "Cathedral" the impact of a woman's friend on the relationship between the husband and the wife. From the husband's side, he showed a negative attitude towards the blind man thinking that his wife is totally taking care of him forgetting that he didn't show the respect and treatment needed to a normal wife. The husband at first was jealous of his wife's friendship with the blind man, but gradually the husband's attitude towards the blind man changes. Although the blind man had one sense less, but on the other hand was capable of seeing what is around him and what others felt. And by the end of the story, the husband realizes that he was the one who is blind, blind in judging the people with they are, not their disabilities.

By analyzing the personality of each character in the story, I do not think that the author conveyed the message of how did he feel towards the blind man and to his wife too. We as audiences are interested in knowing the true relationship between the two couples and how they feel to each other. In addition, there were some conflicts between the narrator and his wife. They both didn't have strong communication and their relationship was full of insecurities. The wife on the other hand, tried to have a new relationship by understanding what does the blind need. However, the narrator's wife was married before, she thought of suicide once in the past and now she is having many difficulties with her husband. The narrator in my opinion doesn't fulfill his wife's needs and the basic things she needs in a relationship although he loves her. The narrator didn't have a change to communicate to blind people in his whole life. In addition, in his opinion he thinks that blind people never laugh and walk slowly (Carver, 1983). Moreover, Robert is represented in story as an opposite character to the narrator. The blind man on the other hand showed us the way he used to guide himself and the way he felt to the atmosphere he was in.

Carver is known for having a symbol for each character. Naturally he makes Robert to call the narrator my "Bub". The intention of the author behind this word usage is to make the narrator show how "Bub" is a sign of evilness. The author successfully let Robert positively fill in the gaps the author left in the passage compared to how did he describe things. When it comes to the drawing of the cathedral, the narrator runs out of words. He tries to get out of it by saying "I am just not good at it" (Carver, 1983, p.66). Robert asks for help in drawing the cathedral from the narrator while making him quite and closing his eyes. Robert tried to make the narrator view the cathedral more detailed, and significantly; and, this is shown in the story when the narrator says: "My eyes were still closed. I was in my house. I knew that. But I didn't feel like I was inside anything. It's really something, 'I said" (Carver, 1983, p.68). In the story, each man helps the other to see what the other could not see. In my opinion, I think this help probably implies coordination for creation. In Addition, The Cathedral is a religious icon. Religion could be implied through the blind man's character. He does not allow his blindness to To have an effect on the quality of life he lives.

The author made it very easy to the readers to find out what were the implied messages in the story. Analyzing each and every event, we get to know that even though the narrator had healthy eyes, he were not able to see life the way Robert tried imagining it. And what I liked about the author is that, after each statement lays a purpose. In other words, how does the narrator tends to be blind from inside while on the other hand the blind man having a an inside vision which as if as he had better eyes than the narrator. The narrator tries to have an argument which stated that although people who have eyes see, there must be things that they don't even see which they don't realize maybe because it's out of their vision. The choice the author in choosing the title is significant, Cathedral as a itself as a title has more than one meaning which makes the story enhanced with plenty descriptions.

The message the author tried to convey is almost expressed in his writing. And how did he represent the types of blindness through the narrator and Robert was successfully represented. The cathedral might have a symbol where it shows where do people in our society lies and how are we affected by the way people live. In my opinon, I think when the author used the word "Bub" probably sounded meaningless. In addition, he didn't also achieve his goal by showing how evil was the narrator; Even though a negative attitude was seen from the narrator's side. Many people are unaware of the stereotype they have towards blind people and I think they will not experience what the narrator achieved by the end of this story.

Finally, Cathedral is a story that pulls you in by its descriptions and events and its which was showed by many themes and implied morals. The author successfully tries to connect the events in story although he left some gaps to the reader to understand. He solves most of the conflicts in the story by showing that people should be aware their inner abilities and their qualities of life and not of their exterior image.
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