African American Slavery

Essay Question #1, Chapter # 1
African slavery is a taboo yet peculiar topic, and has its roots leading to about 3100 BC. Actually enslaving each other, or rather; their own people, kingdoms began to emerge in Egypt. As the use of the Nile spread and natural living sources flourished, slavery became constant and common among these areas. With pharaohs claiming godlike abilities, they sought out to use the naive ness of there people to their satisfaction ultimately creating a harsh social condition with the people but creating empires and structures still wondrous and mystical to today.

Whether or not these “pharaohs” actually believed they had supernatural powers is foolish; how could they separate themselves from the other Egyptians. But, of course, the mathematicians and the architects responsible for the amazing structures around this period of time would be the closest thing to supernatural considering there time and resource to come up with such perfection and formulas.

Besides this, slavery started out as a way to get a community of people to help build a civilization. Over time, this custom evolved into a forceful way of gaining the people’s control to work, and became a full-fledged market and spanned to western and south-eastern-Africa. Many of the Western civilizations, the kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, Songhai, Ife and Benin had rich cultural items and customs but needed forceful slavery in making these necklaces and making gold production.

Sadly, these items and customs overshadow the slavery and unorthodox and rather inhumane practices Americans could not fathom. Slavery in African civilizations rarely conducted field labor. In fact, they were used to sell to Europeans as prisoners for war and fine clothes and jewelry not found in their kingdoms. Although in Africa these slaves were treated better than slaves in America and Europe. They were allowed to have families, and education.
Essay Question #2, Chapter #2
Olaudah Equiano reveals in his autobiography the horrors of human immorality and brutality. Being slaves in West Africa, he and his sister where abducted by two men and a woman for slave purposes. Those nights he had then spent with these people were terrible: him and his sister had no appetite, were horrified, and it was irrelevant to call out for help as they were then bound and put into large sacs.

He explains that the only comfort he had was holding his sister and crying with her, until they eventually split the two, which devastated him immensely. This exposes the fact that slave traders did not care for their victims, nor did they realize what they were actually deriving them of: life, freedom, relationships, and love. I believe that breaking up the families in slavery was the most immoral and hurtful thing they did because there was a loss of comfort and hope from the slaves when they were no longer able to see how there families were doing from being enslaved.
Essay Question #2, Chapter #3
The Quaker belief of slavery was awkward in that they had few slaves present in aiding them, but treated them better than any other settlers in different regions. Although it is already inhumane to enslave another being, I feel that these slaves found themselves in a fortunate situation in being enslaved by Quakers instead of other settlers. These people believed strongly against violence, and would not retaliate against there slaves with physical action.
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In addition to this, slaves did minor jobs, such as setting trees and bush, splitting wood, sawing boards, digging house foundations and laying out streets; otherwise productive things. Again, it still is absolutely immoral to enslave people, but the Quakers were the most just and lenient in what there were doing. Although slaves were present in their community, many Quakers refused to own slaves. German slaves justify their actions stating that they use these slaves for natural and productive work and are “handled like cattle in Europe” (Chapter 3, 58)
Essay Question # 2, Chapter #4
Black women in the slave system had a certain constant gloom over their head. These women were more vulnerable to emotional torture, being that they were women. In addition, being that most, if not all the slave owners’ were white; the female slaves knew that they could be sexually taken advantage of. In many cases these women were raped and were taken advantage of in front of the wife and family of the slave owner. It was very rare that black women would have consensual sex with the white slave owner.

In those cases, the slave would take part in it for the betterment of her position as a slave or for the betterment of her kids. The general jobs these women had were usually caretaker jobs in which black women would take care of the children, cook, clean, wash, bathe and iron the family’s clothes. This is probably why there was a much greater bond between the black female slave and the family in comparison to the black male slave.
Essay Question # 1, Chapter # 5
The American Revolution had indifferent thought lead on to slaves. These slaves had options to whether stay and fight with the Americans in the hopes of winning and gaining a newfound respect and freedom in the America. They thought that if they fought with the patriots that if they were to win that they would gain independence, freedom, and respect by the Americans. Their other option was to evade their slave owners and flee to British rule and freedom and fight for their forces.

Either way, they would leave conformity and be faced with a life-threatening or life- benefiting decision. Full of confusion, patriotic slaves weren’t really allowed to fight for the war until about 2 years into it; not for moral reasons but just for the assistance. Almost all male slaves in their prime attempted to fight. At that time, only about one percent of the black men were free. Of course, at the end of the war, slavery was still dominant although ideas of abolishment did lurk within the early years after the war and into the production of the constitution.
Essay Question # 3, Chapter # 6
A slave named Gabriel had planned an astonishing plot against slavery in Richmond Virginia that included the killing of all noticeable white men and women who were for and supported slavery. The only people that Gabriel and his fellow slaves were Quakers, Methodists, poor women and children. He had all tactics planned out, and even devised a plan to obtain all the ammunition and guns held by the state and turn them against the folks. He hoped to accomplish a successful rebellion like that in Haiti and put an eventual end to slavery, state by state, count by county.

There were immense drawbacks to his rebellion plot: the weather did not permit the organization and action of their plan, in addition to the betrayal of the fellow slaves that declined their offer to rebel. These betrayers told the white folks Gabriel’s plan to have an absolute rebellion against slavery. These rebels were persecuted extremely harshly, and Gabriel had escaped with the help of an abolitionist but eventually caught with the aid of even more black sailors for reward.
Essay Question #2, Chapter # 7
Due to the domestic slave trade, many of the black families were split, and the slave owners or purchases showed no compassion or care into keeping the families together. Many of these families jobs were split from plantation to plantation and they all had different jobs that disabled them to see each other. Girls and women who were bought by white women without families always had the possibility of rape or sexual oppression looping over their heads. The men were worked fiercely, in all types of weathers and all times of the day were the slave could see. If the slave tried to run away, he was either killed or not fed food for several days and tortured. Often these slaves would try to fight before they were separated by the white folks, but were killed in vain.
Essay Question # 2, Chapter #8
Abolitionists in America al had one goal: and this was to end slavery and all of its immoralities. There was little uniform in the matter, though, and abolitionists groups and motives differed and had entirely different ways of ending slavery and how they would do it. One group of abolitionists supported peaceful means of overpowering black oppression; others supported violent and physical means of equality. There were also groups who tried to provoke the abolition of slavery, such as making an example out of Nat Turner’s Massacre.

These means of opposing slavery did little; peacefulness did little to provoke the white men, and change by force just lead on to more oppression and brutality towards slaves. White abolitionists tried to explain that slavery is making white men as a brotherhood seem inhumane and horrible, although these slave owner’s seemed to not care what other people thought of them and had there eyes on productivity and business.
Essay Question # 3, Chapter # 9
Southerners who lived their life without slavery still encouraged its ethics because slavery is maintained life in the south. It held up farmers and agriculture, and the free labor kept the economy and easy pride workmanship stable. In addition, there was an overwhelming amount of southerners who did not own slaves, but these people, as well as slave-owners, were afraid of what the outcome of their economy would be like without it. They imagined the long hours of hard work without the forceful aid of African Americans, and how these people couldn’t adapt to a lifestyle so different to the one they have been immorally spoiled with for decades.
Essay Question # 2 Chapter # 10
The Port Royal Experiment was more of a scandal than an experiment. This experiment” consisted of slaves that were freed in an invasion during the civil war but had work for exploitation purposes for the North. I believe that these slaves were never freed a all, just given this name for political purposes. Many of these African Americans said that their life as a slave was more meaningful and they were treated better.

The sickness and disease related deaths are proof to the harsh conditions northerners put these slaves through. I cannot believe that many of these slaves actually preferred life in captivity, and this just shows you the actual intentions and feelings natural northerners had towards African Americans. Yes, they were given food, shelter, and the opportunity to learn but this was still not enough as these people were still forced to do the same amount of work they had done years before.
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Essay Question # 2, Chapter # 11
Well, obviously from the start whites did not like this new plan, because on the same day Lincoln was executed, whites torched the black Wilberforce University. Whites had an extreme hate of this idea, especially in the south since it destroyed the way of life in the south and threatened the superiority of whites over blacks.

African Americans were extremely limited to what they can do and where they can live, as white on black violence skyrocketed to its highest point during this time. The black terrorist group, the KKK, terrorized black lives to the fullest and promoted the inferiority of African Americans. The hateful whites did not limit their assaults at all and government actions upon these circumstances were minimal.
Essay Question # 2, Chapter # 12
Booker T. Washington’s view of blacks in America was the same as that of the Native Americans; deprived of natural rights and subject to immorality. Washington felt that there was a cloud of ignorance over African Americans and they were able to be educated well. He vowed to teach these ignorant Africans have them on the same intellectual level as many of the whites in the North. He felt that the countless years of oppression of his people gave African Americans the right to be educated well and prosper from American dream.
Essay Question # 1, Chapter # 13
In Plessy vs. Ferguson, the Supreme Court came to the decision that racial segregation was constitutional and that African Americans are separate but equal. This meant that even in public accommodations that segregation was tolerable, legal, and constitutional. The Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution first was put in place to secure rights for former slaves. It consists of the “Due Process” and “Equal Protection Clauses”.

It was brought about on June 13th, 1866, and ratified on July 9th, 1978. It is one of the biggest structural changes of the constitution since the Bill of Rights. The amendment provides citizenship overturned the Dred Scott case, which excluded African Americans as citizens. John Marshall supported the equality of blacks and that it would be hypocritical to not let them have equal citizenship to whites.
Essay Question # 4, Chapter # 14
W. E. B. Du Bois and Garvey had a strong antagonism. Although Du Bois expressed an opinion that the Black Star Line was "original and promising," he did not receive other ideas of Garvey's so well. Garvey began to believe that Du Bois was prejudiced because he was a Caribbean native with dark skin. To the late 1920s, Du Bois became critical of Garvey, labeling him as "a lunatic or a traitor."

Garvey responded to Du Bois with "purely and simply a white man's nigger" and "a little Dutch, a little French, a little Negro ... a mulatto ... a monstrosity." Garvey later accused Du Bois of paying conspirators to sabotage the Black Star Line. Du Bois was still a strong supporter of Pan-Africanism. Marcus Garvey, whose racial pride DuBois admired, promoted the relocation of blacks to Africa. W.E.B. Du Bois, conversely, promoted political agitation, with little violence. His believed that "African Americans must speak out constantly against discrimination" in order for it to be resolved.
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