Oil Spills Affect
This paper is written in response to oil spills that have occurred through out the world concerning our oceans. It will explore the impact of oils spills on aquatic mammalian species and tell how these incidents can be addressed. Oil spills are dangerous in the fact that they are harmful to water creatures, but they also influence the life of land animals and there habitats.

Oil spills occur when people make mistakes on oil tankers causing them to leak oil into the ocean. Mistakes can range from a number of things such as faulty equipment or tankers getting stuck on shallow land which could put holes in the ship. You could even consider the fact that sometimes when countries are at war, one country may decide to dump gallons of oil into the other countries ocean. Illegal dumpers are people that will dump crude oil into the ocean because they do not want to spend the money to dispose of it properly. These are just a few examples of how oil may find its way into the ocean.

Now that you are informed on how oil is put in our oceans you should be informed on the affects it has on the animals that live there and depend on ocean life. Could you imagine being any animal swimming in the ocean and you decide to surface to take a breath, but instead of inhaling air you take in mouth full of oil. This intake of crude oil does damage to the bodies of aquatic animals which usually result in death. The seabird is a prime example of an animal that is severely affected. They may get covered in the thick oil which makes them to heavy for flying, so they attempt to clean themselves. They eat the oil off themselves and this poisons there bodies. Some creatures go unrecognized because they are small organisms that you may not see on the surface. Although, organisms such as plankton, larval fish, and bottom dwellers are strongly affected. When hundreds of plankton die that specie of animal may become extinct. Then, fish won't be able to eat the plankton and as a result that fish becomes extinct.

Major oil spills put a major rut in the ecosystem's activity. An example of a major oil spill would be that of the Exxon Valdez oil spill that occurred on March 23, 1989 at Prince William Sound in Alaska. While in route to its destination the oil tanker discovered icebergs in its path, and after rerouting the oil tanker hit shallow land. The shallow land it hit was a reef called Bligh Reef. Hitting this reef put a hole in the oil tanker releasing gallons of oil, enough to fill about 125 Olympic-sized swimming pools. The spill impacted 1,300 miles and took the Exxon Valdez Company four summers to clean up the spill. Some oil may still reaming on the beaches. It took 10,000 workers, 1,000 boats, 100 airplanes, and the Navy, Army, and Air Force to clean up the spill. Exxon spent about $2.1 billion for the clean up. This spill greatly affected sea otters and sea birds killing about 2,800 sea otters and 250,000 sea birds. Harbor seals, bald eagles, killer whales, and salmon were also greatly affected by the spill. Statistics were given on animals ten years later that are not recovering, recovered, recovering, and recovery is unknown.

These tragic oil spills can be avoided and accessed through the proper guidelines. The U.S. Congress passed the Ocean Pollution Act (OPA) in 1990. There major laws included emergency response plans which says that the owners of the tanker must have a detailed plan on what they will do if there was a spill, and this plan must be written before any spill. The double hull law says that all ships in the U.S. are required to have a double hull by 2015. Another law is that of liability which says that the owners of a boat that spills oil will have to pay $1,200 for every ton they spill. The next law is the spill fund which states that the government has money for companies that transport the oil so when a spill occurs, the government can pay for the clean up. The last law is the navigation and it says that the Coast Guard must know where the oil tankers can drive without an oil spill occurring. These are a few precautions that are being taken to prevent major oil spills. If everyone around the world would use less oil there would be a lower risk of major oil spills.
Bibliography
Christine Paetzold. “Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Essay.”
“Life in the Ocean.” Science Horizons. United States: Silver Burdett Ginn Inc, 1993.

Fulton, Jim. “Big Us Oil Companies Have Found Cracks in the Tanker Regulations Inspired By The Exxon Valdez.”

http://www.commondreams.org/views/072000-105.htm

Stewart, Anne. “World Oil Pollution: Causes, Prevention and Clean-Up.”

http://oceanlink.island.net/oceanmatters/oil%20pollu
