Bliss amidst a storm
'Oh Shatts! Not again' I wake up with a Sturt. I grab the clock besides my bed and I stare at it blankly. 7:15am it reads." Well done Kelly this time you have really done it! You will put the L- in lateness and remove the P in professionalism WELL DONE!" A voice inside me scolds. There was a staff meeting with the management today at 8:05am to discuss the closure of two bakers outlets based at the city centre. The outlets had to be closed down due to some managerial problems that Haven Bakery was experiencing. These two outlets had not brought in the expected. I have always detested the laying off meetings, and most of my colleagues had noticed since I always made it my mission to be absent in the meeting or come in extremely late. This meeting was different; the top boss at Denmark had left clear orders that I was to lead the meeting at 0805hrs with no fail. As I drag my self off the bed I cannot help but think of the whole economic crunch that had seen many people in the universe affected. The human race had been brought together with the one thing that has always put them apart- the economy, from upper class to the lower class of people, black, white, red, everyone was in on the economy crisis. Haven Bakery was not left out.

It felt like we had all gone to sleep and when we woke up, the earth no longer rotated on its own axis rather the axis rotated on the earth. Many people were loosing their jobs, businesses were closing down, the price levels had sky rocked, and there was chaos in the once civil universe. The cash crunch, liquidity challenges. Prolonged droughts coupled with the post election violence that rocked the county after the general elections in 2007 had gracefully led the county in a down hill nose dive in the unrelenting economic crisis. This culminated to more that 10 million Kenyans depending on relief food. The government was forced o seek international support to raise Ksh 30 billion for food to provide for its people.

Amidst these crises, experts still see a glimpse of light and hope in the raging storm. They say prospects remain firm and are projecting a 4.5 percent growth in the year 2010 from 2.5 percent experienced in 2008. This has been contributed by various factors:
· Increased foreign investors.

· Good rain fall.

· Radical reforms in key- political atmosphere.
If the positive turn towards technological advancement and ICT growth in Kenya is anything to go by, then investing in Kenya is a step in the correct direction. With the opening of the first I hub in Kenya early this year where state of the art technology is provided to the youth looking to venture into ICT/IT/Software development industry the country is taking a toll to excellence and competence. The ICT Park that the government is looking to invest in is yet another step in the right direction. Since ICT is seen as a driving force to economic growth. The park will provide jobs for over half a million youth in the country. The shift from cables to the much coveted fibre optic will make the ICT park a great success and also improve the standards of living by making it more affordable to communicate and interact with the rest of the world. Soon I will be able to eat from Mc Donald's as I enjoy the scrumptious dinner from Italy and a glass of wine from Mexico City at the click of a button.

Looks like laying off people will have to wait another day and other people, today we hire people to work at the 3 branches that are to be opened at the suburbs of Runda estate, Ngo'ng Hills and Califonia, the 2 branches that are to be shut down in the city centre were making it hard for the smooth opening of the 3 other branches. The staffs had to be assigned to the new Haven outlets. "Well this is one meeting I cannot afford to be late." I said as I locked the door and dashed to the garage.
