A brief history of glassware
Glass, in its natural form, has existed since time immemorial, fashioned when particular kinds of rocks dissolve as a direct consequence of extreme temperature occurrences such as volcanic explosions, meteorite impacts and lightning; these rocks once cooled, become solidified and turn to glass.

One of the initial man-made glass articles was circa 3500 BC found inEgyptandMesopotamia. The oldest remains of glass vases have been recorded way back in the 1600s, also discovered inMesopotamia. At the same time, the hollow glass industry began to spread inEgypt, with substantiation that other glass making behaviors  rising prominently inChinaandGreece.

A most important advance in glassmaking was the unearthing of glassblowing circa 27 BC and 14 AD. This was credited to Syrian crafts experts from the Sidon-Babylon era. The process was primarily the art of using an elongated metal tube, a practice which has almost never changed until this very day.

Glassmaking technology was also revolutionized by the Romans, and through various conquests, political management and trade dealings, the Roman Empire set the rules for glassmaking spanning Europe and theMediterranean. Glass paraphernalia became more visible inGermany,France,ItalyandSwitzerlandduring the sovereignty of Emperor Augustus, and were even exported toChinavia the silk routes.

The Romans were the first to utilize glass in their architectural infrastructures. Early glass windows materialized in primary buildings and prominent manors aroundPompeiiandHerculaneum.

When theRoman Empirewas geographically divided, glass makers stayed put, resulting in diverse characteristics in glassware.Alexandriawas the foremost glassmaking locale in the East, and production of luxurious glassware was steadily exported to other continents. This golden era of glassmaking was halted after the fall of theRoman Empire; many skilled glassmakers either abandoning the art or stopped advancing their skills.

En route to the year 1000, a momentous shift in European glassmaking modus operandi emerged. Due to the complexity in bringing in raw matter, soda glass slowly substituted glass derived from potash of burning trees.

In the 11th century, German glass experts began advancing their technique on making glass sheets. They employed a method of blowing a hollow glass ball and rolling it perpendicularly, and gravity would tow the glass into a container measuring up to 3 meters long. The last part of the pod is severed whilst still hot, resulting in a cylinder cut laterally and laid flat.

Venicebecame the hub of glassmaking in the West during the Middle Ages, and until the 13th century, almost all of glassmaking activities was centered in the city. The intensity of glassmaking caused repeated fires, and because of this, was moved toMuranoIsland, inadvertently guaranteeing that no secrets can be leaked to the outside world.

In the concluding era of the Industrial Revolution, craftsmen began to explore the connection between the composition of glass and its corporeal values, resulting in the implementation of mechanical technology and mass production of glassware.

Today, glassmaking technology continues to evolve. Computerized managingol systems, coating techniques and enforcing systems will ensure that glass will be a part of our lives for years to come.
