The academic plagiarism
Plagiarism basically refers to intellectual theft, it occurs when a writer uses other peoples idea or actual words as written by others without giving credit to them through citing the author works. Plagiarism may also occur where a writer claims other people's idea as his own or attempts to paraphrase an author's idea without providing citation of the work.

Since plagiarism poses a threat to research and makes a mockery out of the learning process especially of students, it is considered a serious offence and the consequences can lead to cancellation of studies besides loosing marks in the particular subject. Indeed it is a standard requirement for institution to demand of a declaration for any research work being presented especially for undergraduate research projects and postgraduate thesis or any other serious academic papers.

Therefore for any writer to avoid plagiarism in any research writing it is important that one be familiar with instances in which one is required to cite sources of information. In general whenever another authors idea is used or part of it included then the source should be cited, or when providing factual information or data that could not be common knowledge which means that it must have been lifted from a certain source then that source must be cited, or when paraphrasing particular words or ideas that has since been written by another author, or when directly quoting an author words as they appear on the source then that source should also be cited as well. In all this instances the writer is providing credit to the sources of the work and also provides credibility to the research work.

Now, in some cases for instance during paraphrasing it is possible that the writer in the quest of trying to relay the same idea in a different way may end up using most of the words which are similar to the ones used by the original author in which case it will be considered as plagiarism though it was not intended. To avoid this a writer should read and assimilate the idea very well before writing it down in own words and there after crosschecking with the source to verify that the same words have not been used, and more importantly ensure that the original idea is relayed accurately as intended by the cited source. It should be very clear to a reader that what a writer cites as a source actually verifies what is being written about. Note that in this case though paraphrased the author should also be cited.

Another way of addressing plagiarism is quotation of the exact words as lifted from a source or as spoken, this requires the writer to put in the opening and closing quotation on the written text and immediately provide the author from which the information is taken.

Probably a common pitfall that would usually lead to plagiarism would be when a writer get to decide what is common knowledge, facts or otherwise. Note it is not considered plagiarism when information that is regarded as common knowledge is included without providing citation, if however inclusion of information that is not generally common knowledge then the citation should be provided as required. The trick here is to differentiate between common knowledge and not so common knowledge whereby common knowledge would be what is probably known by a lot of people and accepted as a fact, for example there are six continents on planet earth.

Lastly a writer intending to avoid plagiarism should be aware that world wide web sources should be cited as well just as it is done when quoting authors whenever they are included in any research work, however in this case what is normally provided is the link to the site of the information.

In conclusion I would say academic plagiarism in this day and age is soon going to be a thing of the past and on the other hard will prove to be challenging to detect or even avoid it. With the advances in technology it has become easy to determine if any particular research work has been plagiarized in a matter of minutes using several software's that are already available in the market thereby making it possible to have non plagiarized articles from many writers. But on the other hand with unprecedented generation of information than any other time in history, it is very much possible for plagiarism to occur unnoticed or indeed occur unintentionally since like they say great minds think alike but they should not in the least write the same.
