Having been born in the UK, with parents from Turkey, I feel my background has given me an internationally diverse outlook. In my travels, I have met with both the affluence of Europe and the poverty existing in parts of Turkey. Such contrasts have compelled me to seek an understanding of the forces that drive the world economy, and why after centuries of economic theory such inequalities continue to exist. 
Over the summer, I have been researching Turkeys economic development with AKP party at the forefront of many new changes to the countries economic climate. The Turkish economy is a fascinating topic for me, not just due to my heritage, but because of the juxtaposition between rapid increases in wealth on the one hand and the chronic levels of poverty on the other. This is something that I find fascinating. I have analysed development economics whilst completing my degree in Anthropology and Sociology. The application of economic theory in developing countries such as Egypt, India, and Brazil, which have not necessarily provided a positive outcome, rather it has had a negative impact on those countries that have implemented the IMF or World bank sponsored projects. This was the point were my passion for economics grew. The economic discipline was not just a dispassionate and calculating science, rather it was actually very personal; its success depended on the culture of the people, the circumstances and the history. Unfortunately, the people implementing such projects were blind to this very fact.  
The recent economic turmoil has reinforced my belief in how economics is truly an integral part of our modern lives. I have first hand experience of the effects that the recent economic climate has had on small businesses. Although, I was particularly fortunate to be financially stable to overcome the hard times that were to follow. I have been running my own restaurant for the past four years. This was to be my first experience in running my own business. It has been a long steep learning curve, which I had to overcome rather quickly if I wanted to make it successful. It has also taught me a lot about myself being calm and collected and being able to adapt to changing economic circumstances. The importance of a work ethic; being persistent, and not shy away from difficult decisions or obstacles to gain what you really want. 
The diploma will provide the ideal environment in which to strengthen my understanding of such a discipline, whilst being a place where I can formulate and contribute my own theories to the subject. After the diploma my intensions are to continue my studies and do a MA course in the same field with the addition of finance. A qualification in this field will enable me to pursue my ambitions in the financial industry. I recognize that my passion for economics will lead me to many more career paths, which I intend to look into.  
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