Youth Violence

Introduction
Youth Violence is almost its own culture in America. It has its highs and it has its lows but lately in some areas it has become completely out of control. A lot of times crime is blamed on how a person raises his/her child. In run down urban areas, a lot of parents are single parents raising 1 or more children. One article stated that "The influence of family integration as a deterrent to committing violence appears to evaporate in neighborhoods with greater proportions of single-parent families" ( Tough Neighborhoods,2006). While there is a lack of deterrent amongst males, majority of the crimes society hears about are from them. The trend is that these type of crimes and unlawful acts are just things that only happen in poor communities like that of crack and gun violence. Does the violence displayed amongst urban communities today affect the behavior of tomorrow's children? How does the differential theory predict and prevent today's crime, and what actions should be taken to process these offenders?
Summary
September 27 2009, Derrion Albert, 16 a junior in high school, was beaten to death with wooden planks, kicked, and punched repeatedly. Albert who stayed with his god mom was an honor student and a young adult who enjoyed sports. On his way home from school, Albert, was fatally beaten while he tried to get his friend out of trouble. The rioting acts occurred because of a "shooting incident the happened a couple days prior" (HAWKINS, 2009). From watching the videos on YouTube, and Facebook, a person can pinpoint that there is a serious problem. Why were these high school aged children acting like this? The answer, gangs. A gang as defined by Free Dictionary Online describes it as "a group of people who go around together, often committing crimes" (Free Dictionary). Gangs have been around for a long time created to "seek security and status in a discouraging environment, the young members divide their neighborhoods into rival territories" (Gang, 2009). Criminological theory states that behaviors in a group are learned. Learned theories such as that of the Differential Association Theory, by Edwin H. Sutherland explains the reason for such menacing acts.
Conclusion
Edwins H. Sutherland a sociological criminologist, came up with a theory that allowed him to focus on crime and the environment in which a person lives, and if the crime affects them. Holland (2009), stated that according to Sutherland, behavior is a "learned" trait (p.150). Since crime is a learned trait, and the differential association theory falls under the learned category, maybe the issue can be solved, but not so fast. Juvenile Delinquents, thrive for belonging. If today's youth are so worried about fitting in, how does one prevent them from joining the wrong crowd? Believed by Smith and Brame (1994), the interactions and association related to delinquents "will increase the likelihood of becoming and remaining delinquent. Furthermore, the child's relationships with his/her friends are most likely to be that of a strong bond, "peers can be crucial role models for the development of values and beliefs favorable to law violation" (p.610-611). Since many young delinquents may already find themselves in troubled situations, and or criminal behavior, Sutherland stated that in order to curb the criminal behavior is by re-socialization.

