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In some cultures marriages are very important. Something that’s more important than marriages are its customs. These customs vary in different culture due to either different religion or different part of the world. I am going to discuss the marriage customs about two different cultures, in fact, two different parts of the world. On one corner we have marriage customs of Arabs and on the other we have Indians. Even though many Arabs or Indians might debate that their customs are better than others, I believe they have something in common. As an Indian, I wouldn’t consider India to be the best over Arab because everyone is good in their own ways. Even though Indian culture and Arab culture are far from each other, not just on map, but also in style, they share some common traits.

Marriages are not just about husband and wife, it’s about traditions and customs that were introduced by the ancestors. These traditions are widely followed all over Jordan, one of the Arab countries. In Jordan, before marriage, the bridegroom and the bride sign a “Marriage Contract,” which gives the detailed information about what the bridegroom and the bride will contribute in the marriage. Once they are married, the husband is held responsible for providing, food, house, clothes and comfort to the wife. In return, the wife has to take care of the man by cooking, washing and cleaning. In the marriage contract, it also mentions that the women can’t travel alone. These traditions also include “consanguinity,” the marriage between the bride and her first cousin. This type of marriage is very common among Arabs living in Sudan, Libya, and Saudi Arabia. I think this is very wrong, not just because it’s inappropriate, but also because it can endanger the healthy life of their children. Along with the contribution of husband and wife, it gives specific details about divorce. In case of divorce, a husband might take his wife and their problems to her parents’ house. If the parents’ can’t fix the problems between husband and wife, the divorce will take place. The price for the divorce is set by the women. The divorce will be given to the wife if the man can afford the price, but the children will always be given to the father, because he can support and raise them. Once the wife is divorced, it is up to the society to let her remarry or not. This is based on the woman’s beauty, intelligence and talent.

When it comes to the marriage, the bride doesn’t have much to do. Before the marriage has been fixed, the negotiation for the “bride price” takes place, where the bridegroom has to pay to the father of the bride for marrying her. The price is set up depending on the bride’s education, talents and the beauty. The Western marriage has now taken over the old, traditional marriage. The traditional marriage practice requires the groom to break the hymen or vaginal corona of the bride with a finger wrapped in a handkerchief, so the bloodstains would get on the handkerchief. This acted as a proof to the end of the marriage ceremony. Once married, it’s up to the husband to let the woman see her family.

This consummates the marriage customs and the marriage style of the Arabs living in Jordan. To distinguish the style and some customs of Arab marriage, I decided to do some research and bring in some information from my experience on the marriage and its customs in India.

India is the land of cultures and traditions, especially when it comes to Hindus. According to Carolyn Mordecai, writer of Weddings Dating and Love Customs of Cultures World Wide Including Royalty, Hinduism is world’s third largest religion. When it comes to marriage Hindus are really strict about choosing a life partner. They prefer young male/ female getting married in same religion or caste. In arranged marriages, the elders pick a boy or a girl, and while meeting let them go off for a chat. During this private chat time, no sexual behavior or activity would take place. The marriages in Hindus are not just for uniting the bride and the groom, but are considered as the union of two families.

Once the boy or the girl is chosen as their life partner, the betrothal takes place. When it comes to doing something very auspicious, Hindus are the most superstitious people. As a Hindu, we plan things according to the days, months and time. In other words, we believe that auspicious occasions shouldn’t be done during the month of December, October or March. Once the date is selected, the groom’s relatives and friends go to bride’s house and Puja, a religious ritual takes place where the priest says some prayers. Similar to Marriage Contract among Arabs, the Betrothal is a contract. It doesn’t give information on who will contribute what in the marriage, but it is very common that both groom and the bride contributes equally to the marriage. For example, a bride would pay half of the bills for the marriage, and the other half would be paid by the groom. This contract is more of a rule, which states, that if a woman remarries due to her divorce or widowhood, the ceremonies for betrothal shouldn’t be performed so religiously.

Following the betrothal, the pre- marriage ceremonies take place. These ceremonies are mainly about father of the boy sending gifts, sweets, and ornaments to the girl and other way around. A day before wedding, both bride and groom are anointed by turmeric and sandalwood paste along with oils which cleanse the body and softens the skin, making it sweet-smelling. Later Mehendi or henna tattoo is applied on bride’s hand. During the marriage night, the groom rides a mare to the bride’s house. Relatives of the groom lead and follow the mare along with dancing and singing. Loud music is played by band while heading towards the bride’s house.

Once the groom gets to the bride house, where actual marriage takes place, he goes sits next to the bride in a canopy made of banana trees. After a while of prayers and rituals, both bride and groom stand up and walk seven rounds around the bonfire. During each round bridegroom says to the bride, “Take thou one step for the acquirement of force; take thou two steps for strength; take thou three steps for the increase of wealth; take thou four steps for well-being; take thou fifth step for offspring; take thou sixth step for the seasons; take thou seventh step as a friend; be faithfully devoted to me; may we obtain many sons; may they attain to a good old age.” In other words, the groom agrees to earn a good living for his family; live a healthy lifestyle; be caring and concerned for wife’s welfare; live with wife as a friend; eat and drink and celebrate special occasions with each other; care and love the children; and adapt to other people anytime. As soon as the seventh round is ended, the marriage concludes. The three very important things that complete a marriage in Hindu culture are seven rounds; Mangalsutra, a symbolic necklace given to the bride during marriage that shows goodwill; and Sindhoor, red powdered applied on the forehead of the bride, which symbolizes a married woman.

This way Hindu marriage takes place. This type of marriage can take long time, because there too many ceremonies and rituals that needs to be done before an actual marriage takes place. Sometimes the marriages can get postponed due to the “bad months or bad days.”

This summarizes my research on the marriage customs in two different yet similar cultures. According to me some traditions in Arab marriages are inappropriate. For instance, the consanguinity and the groom breaking the hymen of the bride. Along with differences between these two cultures, both India and Arab marriages consists of a contract and pre-marriage celebration. The process of marriage in India, especially in Hindu religion, is really long compared to the ones in Arab society.

