Examining if prisons really do work
Reasoning why jails have so many repeat offenders, is because the inmates dot get any sort of mental counseling. Twenty four hours a day seven day’s week they are surrounded with convicts. The constant stalk of the crimes the criminals have committed to arrive at their present position in jail. If anything the convicts do learn how to become better convicts. If the convicts were surrounded in a more positive environment they would have a different mindset. The change in mind set would result in a different person. Since most of the offenders in jail are made up of drug offenders. It would make a lot of since to send them to a rehab center instead of a cage. The prison system does not work because the inmates don’t receive any psychological counseling.

. Many of the inmates in jail are not serious or violent offenders they are just drug users. United States has a highest rate of incarceration than any other country. The prison system is just a temporary fix for a long term problem drug addiction. The jails are only postponing criminal activities of the drug offenders until they are released, instead of treating the source of the problem. If we were to focus on the drug addiction of the criminals rather than putting them in overcrowded jails there would be less repeat offenders. The prison system needs to focus on drug rehabilitation; this seems to me to be the obvious thing to do.

There are thousands of people in jail in this country, and alot of people spend at least a day in jail every year. The jail population is steadily increasing but jail funding is the lowest priority for the tight budgets of the government, leading to overcrowding and other bad conditions. Jail is often the first contact that people have with the corrections system. It is at that point that treatment and counseling would have the best chance to stop any future crimes. By failing to take advantage of this opportunity, says Professor Frank Zimring of the Earl Warren Legal Institute at the University of California at Berkeley, corrections officials have created a situation in which, “Today’s jail folk are tomorrow’s prisoners” (Bowers, p.39).

The Executive Office of the President Office of Nation Drug Control Policy fact sheet states that, “In 1999, approximately 6.3 million adults—3.1% of the Nation's adult population—were under correctional supervision (that is, incarceration, probation, or parole). Additionally, 98,913 juveniles (9% of whom were drug offenders) were incarcerated in public or private juvenile facilities for non status offenses. Drug offenders accounted for 21% (236,800) of the state prison population in 1998, up from 6% (19,000) in 1980, and 59% (55,984) of the Federal prison population in 1998, up from 25% (4,749) in 1980. Also in 1998, an estimated 26% (152,000) of all inmates under local supervision were incarcerated for drug offenses. This increase in the drug offender prison population mirrors the steady increase in arrests for drug offenses. The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) reported 580,900 arrests for drug offenses (5.6% of all arrests) in 1980. The number of arrests peaked at 1,559,100 (10.4% of all arrests) in 1997. In 1999, there were 1,532,200 drug arrests, which accounted for 10.9% of all arrests.”

Most people in jail are some sort of drug offender. If drug addicts got proper treatment and care a lot of the problems would be solved in the prison system. Not only would the jail population decrease the chance of the drug offender repeating their crime would lessen.

The Justice system spends all the money they receive from the government to build bigger jails when they should use that money to give the criminal’s therapy. Locking criminals in a cage without teaching them any life skills does very little to help them mentally. For the past 25 years federal, state, and local justice systems have responded to drug- related offenders by focusing on enhanced law enforcement and incarceration. “These efforts have failed to significantly reduce illegal drug availability or use” (CJN Drug Letter, April, 1993 p.1).With a criminal history and no therapy to recover, an addict has little to no chance to live a normal and productive life. With a felony on his or her record, their job possibilities soon begin to diminish. A criminal record limits a persons potential of obtaining a substantial occupation and therefore holds the addict down to a criminal level.

Crime has decreased because the three strikes your out law. Undoubtedly, locking up drug offender’s decreases crime rate for the time being; however, the bigger long-term problem that we are creating by not addressing the source of the problem will cost society. The source of the problem is drug addiction. Drug offenders are going to continue to break the law as long as they are an addict. With a criminal record they will not be able to function normal in society and without proper treatment they have little to no chance of fighting there addiction. Locking drug addicts up stops their crime for the duration of their prison sentence. The benefit is not worth the expense. By giving treatment instead of jail time there is nothing to lose. For every $1 invested in addiction, treatment programs yield a return of between $4 and $7 in reduced drug-related crime, criminal justice costs, and theft alone. When savings related to health care are included, total savings can exceed costs by a ratio of 12 to one (BJS, 2011). The government has already given the courts millions of dollars for criminals with drug addiction to obtain treatment. The courts are not using it very effectively. Instead of legal justice being the goal at hand, the goal should be to restore the defendant as a productive, non-criminal member of society. This would make the prison process more efficient.

