Computer utilization between the United States and France

Introduction
Jeremy Meyer (1993) has pointed out that the history of computer usage can be traced to 2000 years ago from the birth of abacus; wooden rack that was holding two horizontal wires that had beads that strung on them. According to the programming rules that are memorized by the user, when the two beads are moved, the regular mathematics problems can be resolved. Blaise Pascal, which was also discovered over the same period, is credited for the establishment of the first digital computer back in 1642. Over the years the advance of computer technology has been immense such that in today's world computer is part of life in almost all parts of the world and life can never be complete without its usage. The technology has advanced such that much of what people used to do manually is with ease handled via use of computer technology, no field does not employ computer technology in running of day to day activities (Meyer, 1993).

The use of computers in various countries has varied greatly based on diverse reasons especially related to development. In this research paper we shall be comparing the usage of computer in various sectors in the United States as compared to France.
Access to Computer and Internet in Households:
United States:

In the United States, majority of households are in possession of personal computers. In a study that was conducted in 2003, it was identified that seventy million Americans' households; sixty two percent of the entire population were in possession of at least one computer (an increase from 2001's 56%) and (a gigantic increase from 1984 rate of 8 percent). The study also indicated that there were around 62 million households; fifty-five percent of the population who had access to the internet which had been an increase from 2001's rate of 50 percent and a pronounced increase from the 1997's rate of eighteen percent. The study in 1997 had indicated that out of the 18% of the population who had the computers less than half of them had someone making use of the internet. By 2003, 50% of the population did not have access to the internet (U.S. Census Bureau, 2003).

France:

France is in the Europeans average in computer usage at home. France had just over fifty percent of the households owning a household or personal computer. The government ambition has been to increase this rate to sixty three percent so as to top in the continent within three years. In a household survey that was conducted by E-communications in 2007 which involved an interview to 1,024 people, it was identified that fifty three percent of the households had access to internet. The number of households that had at least one computer was amounting to sixty two percent. France has observed a significant increase in the rate of internet penetration from 2006 (E-communications, 2007).
Access and usage of Computers at Schools:
Relevance; as explained in the introduction, computers have become very resourceful tools in today's society. The employment of computers in schools have exposed students to ICT (Information and communication technology) used in expanding of knowledge. The students are also prepared to face future challenges in the rapidly changing technology world in places of work. The use of computer in schools in United States and France is seen to vary.

United States:

U.S. Bureau (2003) identified that about sixty four percent of school children made use of computers both at home and at school. The utilization of computers was seen to be greater at school than at home, 24% versus 6% respectively. In the U.S schools, children who have no computer at their households are allowed more access to computers hence sharing is lesser. Most of the school children used online connectivity to do their assignments (75 %), though children were found to spend more time in computer paying computer games (65 %) followed by use of emails and chatting/ instant messaging (60 %). The use of computers among the adults students was identified to be lesser compared to that of children. There was lesser sharing of computers among students in the United States schools.

France:

According to the international data that was presented by OECD (organization for Economic Co-operation and Development), in 2003 the utilization of computers in France was lower compared to that of the United States. The number of people who share one computer was found to be greater in France than that in the U.S. the United States had the lowest number of people sharing a single computer compared to OECD's countries. There were 3.3 students sharing a single computer as compared with France that had 7.7 students for one computer (Human Resources and Skills Development Canada, 2003). The percentages of children who use computers at home and at schools are lesser in France as compared to the United States. This can be attributed to the number of households that have computers as well as the number of computers that are available at schools. The United States households and school have a greater ration of computers than France, therefore the students tend to spend more time with computers in the U.S consequently leading to more use of computers in the education system.

According to Matheson, Salganik, Phelps, & Perie (2004), by 1989, all the middle junior, junior and high schools in the United States had introduced instructional computers. Of the G-7 nations from where the data was collected only France had such a high percentage. But at higher levels of education the utilization of computers increased.
The use of Internet
Since the discovery of the internet, many nations have employed it in many sectors as a source of information as well as cheaper communication tool. Among the countries that took this advantage are the United States and nations in the European continent such as France.

France:

According to a study that was conducted by the 'Barometre Trimestriel Internet and ICD France, the use of the internet in France has been experiencing advanced increase over the years in almost all the sectors. In year 2000 from the first quarter of the year to the last quarter the access of the internet was noted to increase by 10.2% with 9.2mn computers having been connected with computers by the end of the year. The growth in computer usage via the internet in the business sectors was 14.5% and in accounting a growth of 59% (France Internet Services, 2001).

United States:

The use of the internet in the United States has been on the increase every year. It was observed that in 2003 the use of internet increased by 38 percent (from 22% to 60%) among adults. Out of the sixty-six percent of the population that were in possession of personal computer at home, at least 59% of them had internet at home with 82% of them making use of it. It was also established that more than half of the working adults (56%) were using computers at their place of work and 42% used internet services via computer in their job. Among the students, 85% were found to be using computers at school as 66% were using the internet (U.S. Census Bureau, 2003).
Conclusion
Just like in any other part of the world the development in computer technology has led to many fields if not all to employ the technology in their day to day's activities. Computer technology has enabled people to do what they used to do manually in a rapid and more accurate way. The natural human errors have been overcome by the employment of technology in various sectors hence increasing the overall production. The united Sates of America and France have been in forefront in the usage of computer technology; the technology has been used in offering of healthcare, provision of security, advancing of education, searching for information, facilitating production in industries, facilitating communication, doing house hold chores, in agricultural production and in transport sector such as in flying aero planes among many other many other works. As the world increases in computer technology more and more fields continue to be digitized making work easier.

Though France has been among the leading countries in advance in the utilization of computer technology it has been identified to still be lagging behind the United States. The entire continent of Europe is yet to attain United States advance in computer technology (M2 PRESSWIRE, 2000).
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