Activities for which i plan to use the computer system
Mainly for college and personal use (surfing the internet, watching movies and writing reports and essays)
What system would I go for, laptops vs. desktops:
I would go for a laptop mainly because I can carry it with me to college

For me, once wireless connectivity became common, laptops became the more practical choice. And for college students it is the only choice.

Desktops require desks (what a coincidence), monitors, wires, cables and the inevitable dust and heat that come with it.

My choice laptop would be:
Brand:
I would go for a Toshiba notebook because it's slightly cheaper than the others (apple, Sony) and as reliable as them but you don't pay extra money just for the brand name.

Plus in our region Microsoft based laptops owns the market (not MAC Apple).
Specifications

Hardware:
Monitor:

15.4 inch because 17 is too big too heavy and less battery time, smaller monitors are harder to read smaller prints on it so 15.4 is the way to go.

Processor:

I would go for an Intel core2 duo 2.0 GHz because it's better than the AMD ones and more reliable and they're both in the same price range (they cost the same). When buying a laptop you should concentrate on processors because it's not replaceable in the future.

RAM:

I would go for 2 Gigabytes because it's faster than 1 gig and the difference in price is not a lot.

HDD:

I would go for 160 Gigabytes because it's more than enough for laptops and it's not too expensive. And if I go for a bigger one that would affect the speed.

CD/DVD drive:

CD writer/DVD writer drive because it's the standard. And it comes virtually with all laptops nowadays.

Graphics card:

I would go for the Intel 3100X built in, it's cheap and good if you're not a hardcore gamer plus it gives you more battery hours and less heat.

Note:

All laptops come with USB ports, network card, wireless card and speakers/MIC

So there is no need to write those.
Software:
Operating System:

I would go for windows XP because it's faster and there are less graphics on it so it won't affect the speed and it's compatible with all other application software and hardware. Plus all newer versions are full of bugs and errors and they're more expensive and less reliable.

Other application software:

Microsoft Office. Because it's essential for college (essays and writing reports like this one).

AVG antivirus, to keep my system safe and it's not expensive.
References:

www.toshib.com

www.microsoft.com

www.avg.com

Search engines:

http://www.pcworld.co.uk/martprd/editorial/Laptops_homepage/?int=top_nav
I have used this search engine because:
1. You can compare models and features

2. You can search by processor, Hard drive, Min Value, Max Value and Ram Memory

3. Sort by feature: you can sort by (price lowest first - highest first)
http://www.intel.com/products/laptop/processors/index.htm?iid=processors_body+nb_core
I have used this search engine to determine what processor I would choose.

This INTEL search engine provides you with all kinds of information you want to know about types of CPU and their speed and their prices.
Based on all the above:

My choice would be:

Toshiba Satellite L450

And here is a brief overview taken from the Toshiba website

Simplified On-the-Go Computing
You're on-the-go lifestyle might be hectic. But this Satellite® L450 laptop can smooth out the twists and turns. Powered by Windows® XP and reliable processing power from Intel® it delivers better mobile multitasking, faster, more reliable and intuitive computing, easier networking and Web browsing, plus more ways to enjoy your entertainment—anywhere.
Wireless Freedom
With this notebook you've got connections—at your desk or away, including onboard Wi-Fi® on select models. So email and IM your heart out, enjoy and update your social media sites, shop on the move, or chat live, no matter where you are.
Transfer and Share with Ease
This Satellite® model comes with features to make transferring and sharing more convenient. That includes a 3-in-1 memory card reader that allows you to quickly download photos from your digital camera in seconds. Or plug into any of the three USB ports to share files and connect with other devices and gadgets.
Multimedia Conveniences
Nothing should stand between you and your fun. That's why this Satellite® laptop comes with an HD TruBrite widescreen display which enables movie playback at 720p (HD) resolutions. Also included is a DVD SuperMulti drive for playing and burning CDs and DVDs, so you can enjoy and share more games, movies, music, and other files

And all that for just 442.90 £ so it's quite affordable.

This was taken from the Toshiba Website*

Reference:

http://laptops.toshiba.com/laptops/satellite/L450
Extra information:
This laptop comes with an extra broadband internet subscription for 3 months as a package

So it's quite a good deal.

Broadband internet nowadays provides you with high speed connection wherever you are (college, home, bus station…etc)
CONCLUSION:
Once wireless connectivity became common, laptops became the more practical choice. And for college students it is the only choice.

Sometimes you pay extra money just for the name of the brand.

Search engines nowadays are very helpful if you're looking for a computer system to buy and its even more helpful if you don't know anything about computer technology.

Computer packages made it a lot easier for students to buy a budget computer system.

I will end this report with a big thanks to my relative who's going to buy this computer and tell him/her that was very thoughtful of you.
