A very appreciable freeware

Eclipse as an IDE for PHP
Using Eclipse as an IDE for PHP is quite easy; eclipse is a very appreciable freeware integrated development environment program. Through Eclipse using two plug-ins, Zend Studio and PHP Development Tools (PDT) plug-in, comparing both of them through this report you will get a full background which is better to use for Eclipse PHP. Both of them are two greats plug-ins easy in use , helpful and more practical helping to edit, compile even debug a web script.

In the 21st century, the century of technological culmination, technology invaded our lives and day by day we are getting used to this technology and are becoming a part of it. As the years pass by, technological evolution is becoming obvious in more aspects of our life. Nowadays, everything is done through technology. Many new exciting inventions came to simplify our lives and made them more efficient and here comes internet. It is astonishing how internet rapidly grew throw humanity. In nowadays everyone use internet for everyday use like, listening to radio, watching television, reading newspapers, playing games etc. Internet was created in 1969 by the US Department of Defense (BBC 2007) and until today there are over than 1 billion web sites. Web sites, many of them are designed with PHP through of variety of IDE'S (Integrated Development Environment describes a single application which contains an entire programming environment. This normally includes a compiler, debugger, and a graphical programming interface.) (Scott Orgera 2007) Moreover PHP originally stood for "Personal Home Page" as it was created in 1994 by Rasmus Lerdorf to track the visitors to his online resume. As its usefulness and capabilities grew (and as it started being used in more professional situations), it came to mean "PHP: Hypertext Preprocessor."According to the official PHP Web site, found at www.php.net PHP is a "widely-used general-purpose scripting language that is especially suited for Web development and can be embedded into HTML.". Also, PHP is a scripting language, as opposed to a programming language: PHP was designed to write Web scripts, and for producing dynamic web pages. PHP is used mainly in server-side scripting, but can be used from a command line interface or in standalone graphical applications. Textual User Interfaces can also be created using curses. The main implementation is produced by The PHP Group and released under the PHP License. This implementation serves to define a de facto standard for PHP, as there is no formal specification.

However one of the IDE's is Eclipse a very appreciable integrated development environment program. Through Eclipse using two plug-ins , Zend Studio and PHP Development Tools (PDT) plug-in, comparing both of them through this report you will get a full background which is better using for Eclipse PHP.

How ever wondered why using Eclipse IDE for PHP and more generally only PHP? Simply, when it comes to developing dynamic Web sites, PHP is better, faster, and easier to learn than the alternatives. What you get with PHP is excellent performance, a tight complation with every database available, stability, portability, and a nearly limitless feature set due to its extendibility. All of this comes at no cost (PHP is open source) and with a very manageable learning curve. PHP is one of the best marriages between the ease with which ability for more advanced programmers to do everything they require. Finally, the proof is in the pudding: PHP has seen an exponential growth in use since its inception, overtaking ASP as the most popular scripting language being used today. It's the most requested module for Apache (the most-used Web server), and by the time this hits the shelves, PHP will be on nearly 25 million domains. .(Lurry Ullman Dec.2007) However using a plug-in debugger makes your work more easier from one hand using the Zend's Studio and on other hand PDT.

Moreover they are the editors. Fundamentally, these are text editors with basic development tools slapped on. While affordable, they lacked features that made them a true integrated development environment (IDE). To get these features, we had to purchase powerful and expensive IDEs. Even then, our choices were limited to NuSphere's PhpED or Zend Studio. Things began to change in 2001. IBM released Eclipse, a powerful Java IDE, as an open source project. Developers saw the potential of Eclipse's extensible, plug-in-based architecture. Thanks to this community, Eclipse soon became much more than an editor and spoke many more languages than just Java. In 2003, a team of developers released the PHPEclipse plug-in. Finally the gap between PHP and Eclipse was closed. Developers now have a free and powerful IDE for PHP development.

To start with Zend Studio is the next generation of professional-grade PHP application development environment. It has been designed to maximize developer productivity by speeding up development and code maintenance, solve application problems quickly and improve team collaboration. (Zend Studios). Zend Studio is built on top of the Eclipse PDT (PHP Development Tools) project. A professional-grade IDE, Zend Studio provides many advantages over PDT, including faster development, faster problem resolution, comprehensive technical support and ongoing updates. In addition Zend studio develops and maintains the code faster, for example provides variety features such a refactoring, code generation, and built-in unit testing, to boost coding and maintenance. Also it finds and resolve problems quickly, rapid detection and resolution of problems through a tight integration with Zend Server. The integration enables automated detection of performance and functional issues in the test lab or the production environment. You can then easily reproduce defects within Zend Studio to pinpoint root cause. Zend Studio also features semantic analysis that helps find coding errors early on, so you can deliver better quality code to the testing team.(Zend Studio)

From the other hand The PDT provides a PHP Development Tools framework for the Eclipse platform. This project encompasses all development components necessary to develop PHP and facilitate extensibility. It leverages the existing Web Tools Platform (WTP) and Dynamic Languages Toolkit (DLTK) in providing developers with PHP capabilities. The PDT project provides features you'll be used to if you're already using Eclipse for Java� development � like the PHP perspective and the PHP Debugging perspective. The PHP editor has syntax highlighting, code formatting, syntax verification, and code templates. Using PDT, you can execute PHP scripts and run them on a Web server, and PDT also supports debugging PHP files locally and on a server (although the debugging requires a bit of setup). Moreover Key features in PDT include: Context sensitive editors that provide capabilities such as syntax highlighting, code assist and code folding; integration with the Eclipse project model that allows for inspection using the File and Project Outline Views and a new PHP Explorer View; support for incremental debugging of PHP code; and frameworks and APIs that allow developers and independent software vendors to easily extend PDT to create new and interesting PHP oriented developer tools.

To sum up, both plug ins are useful but always the best thing in worldwide market is the most expensive to, if you want perfection and correctness you have to put your hand deep in your pocket because all the good things cost something . From one hand PDT plug-in is a freeware cost nothing at all do what you wanted to do but on the other hand Zend Studios plug-in is quite expensive but is the far best plug-in in nowadays because is all around plug-in, it has it all you need to create PHP start with editor, compiling even debugging. Strongly recommend Zend studios for perfection and correctness on web script's world.
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