TV viewing brought upon TiVo's innovative product
In this day and age, watching television is a common leisure activity for people across various ethnicity, gender and age. With a wide array of channels now available, there are many programs for everyone from the most avid TV enthusiasts to more casual viewers. One can watch anything from talk shows and movies to documentaries and TV-serials. Regardless of the abundance of the TV programs, people don't always have the time to catch their favorite shows. Around the cooler conversations usually consist of a small group of people bantering about the episode they enjoyed last night. However, there is always at least one unfortunate person who cannot contribute to the conversation because they happened to miss the topic of discussion. There are numerous common reasons for people to miss shows: conflicting schedules, forgetting about the program, or having to choose between several programs. Whatever the cause may be, missing out on a favorite show is a routine headache for TV enthusiasts these days. However upon innovation of previous technologies, user-friendly digital video recorders have been introduced. In particular, TiVo Inc. has made a name for itself in the DVR market. The TiVo DVR utilizes numerous groundbreaking features, enough for the president of the FCC to refer to it as ‘god's machine'. Consumers should find it pleasing to experience the new level of convenience in TV viewing brought upon TiVo's innovative product.

In the early days, when the VCR was initially brought to the communities, the television business reacted with panic. This was because the television industry would lose control over its consumers. VCR was a tool that permitted people to record programs and watch them at their own convenience. This meant that they would be able to SKIP through devastating commercials.

In the end, the television industry continued to exist regardless of the widespread popularity of VCRs. Now the feared VCR is in its death bed and a more modern innovation has been introduced that makes recording television programs even easier; the ‘Digital Video Recorder' also known as ‘DVR'.

Michael Powel the FCC Chairman said “TiVo is God's Machine” in one of his public appearance in early 2003. He included, “TiVo is God in my household. I can't wait to walk in the house each day to see what it's recorded for me.” This is due its unusual extraordinary features that mankind had only dreams of, where not at the palms of our hands.

In a nutshell, a DVR is a ‘supped-up' VCR with a glorified hard drive inside a box that makes your entertainment center at home look pretty. The television signal arrives into the DVR's tuner through cable or satellite. Then it is sent into an MPEG-2 encoder, which then translates the information from analog to digital (MPEG-2 is the standard compression method used to place data onto a DVD). After the encoding of information from analog to digital, the information is then sent to two places; the hard drive to store the information, and then to a MPEG-2 decoder to encode the information from digital to analog so the television can display it. There are more advanced DVRs in the market that have dual tuners in them which allows recording of programs from different channels at the same time. Also, additional features include the capability of recording two programs and at the same time viewing a pre-recorded show.

Different DVRs have different customized operating systems installed on them. The TiVo DVR runs on a highly modified Linux installation. The operating system inhabits on the hard drive along with the recorded television shows and a buffer for live broadcasts. So far the structure may appear pretty dull at first analysis, but the ability of the DVR to storage digital television signals unlocks a whole new concept and the possibilities are unique when it comes to playback and viewing.

A DVR does not require a video tape to store data on, unlike the VCR. When comparing a DVR and VCR, the VCR is a recording tool and the blank tape is the media, whereas in DVR the media and tool are both in one. This is one of DVR's biggest advantages. One does not require running around trying to find a blank tape to record the television show on, but in a way it also is a drawback. Due to its limited recording space, one has to remove television programs once the hard drive is full in order to record new programs. Though in today's time, there is a work-around to add a new hard drive to expand the amount of space of your DVR.

One of the beauties of a DVR is that in today's time one is able to set the DVR to record a specific program from halfway across the world with just a few clicks. Almost certainly, the most vital advantage of a DVR is the first-time control over playback. In comparison to a VCR, one has to wait until the show is finished recording before you can start watching it, but with a DVR one can watch the show while the terminal is performing the recording.

