Each year thousands of members of the accounting world converge to testing centers all the United States to put their years of skills and vast knowledge of accounting to the test. All of there examinees are seeking one of the most coveted title in the entire financial world, that of Certified Public Accountant, or CPA. The Unified Certified Public Accountants exam is given to the majority of individuals who wish to become CPAs in this country. Since its inception the CPA exam remained unchanged for years, it was about a nineteen and a half hour examination administered during a three-day endeavor that stretched ones comprehension of accountancy to the limit. The exam was made up of four main topics tested in five settings Accounting Practice (Part 1&2) Auditing, Accounting Theory, and Business Law. Even though Accounting Practice 1 &2 were given at different settings they were graded as one complete subject not individually. The test was only given on the first consecutive Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday in November and May of the year. None of the examinees were allowed to bring in any type of calculation device, only pencil and paper were allowed. 

The first major change came about in 1992; the CPA exam was constrained into a four- segment two day exam. The topics were rearranged and surplus substance was eliminated from the exam among the obsolete were Accounting Theory and Accounting

Practices 1&2. These two sections were replaced by two new sections Accounting & Reporting which deals with (Taxation, Managerial, and Governmental and Not-for-Profit Organizations), and Financial Accounting and Reporting which deals with (Business Enterprises). The questions on the exam were mainly to assess the potential CPA candidate’s ability to shield the public. This was also the year of the first machine graded test   

The next change was something never done before. At the start of 1996 brand new versions of the CPA exams were made every six months. After the change in an administration all of the questions with the corresponding correct answers were published and available for sell. In the beginning of May 1996 the administration decided to only release part of the answers and to keep hidden the high quality questions and answers. By doing this they could make use of the high quality exams at a later date. This was the first time statistical equivalent data and criterion reference passing scores were used on a CPA exam.




The latest and most innovative change began in 2003, yet it was not implemented until 2004. The new exam came about because the industry had changed so much, and in order for a new CPA to be proficient he (she) needed to be more knowledge than their predecessors. One of the biggest changes came about was the implementation of the computerized examination.

This challenged CPA candidate like never before. It tested the candidate’s knowledge on their researching abilities, their abilities to use electronic software such as word processing, database programs, and spreadsheets. 
Another significance add-on was the realization of a minimum requirement standard.   
The exam only allows people who have sufficient training and who have met certain requirements to be allowed to sit take the exam. Although the eligibility requirements may not be identical in all states the basic standards remain constant. The basics consists of having a bachelors degree obtained in the U.S. with a concentration in accounting (it does not have to be an accounting degree), one also has to have an extra year of study at the graduate or undergraduate level (known as the 150 hour rule). I feel that this step is so crucial in the CPA process because it adds significant value to the CPA title. This way not just anyone could go out buy a calculator ,study some purchased test answers, take the CPA exam, get extremely lucky, and call him self a CPA the very next year.     

In the State of Georgia there exists a two tier system. In this type system there are one set of requirements for the Examination portion of the CPA exam, and another for the licensing portion. The rules for sitting for the exam are pretty much the same requiring a baccalaureate degree with accounting

concentration ( 20 semester or 30 quarter hours in accounting above elementary ) from an accredited institution
To qualify for a for licensure applicants must complete additional training beyond examination requirements in total 150 semester hours or 225 quarter hours of college credit. The additional education is broken down by the Board as being 24 semester or 35 quarter hours in general business studies, & 10 semester or 15 quarter hours in accounting above elementary level at a 4-year accredited college or university that offers a baccalaureate degree
  
The latest change to the CPA exam has to with the individual. It is the most innovative technologically advanced controversial prerequisite the CPA exam has ever had. The new requirement is called BIMS or Biometric Identity Management Service. BIMS was brought about by the NASBA/AICPA and it is little more than a simple fingerprint. A lot of the States Boards are protesting the decision to implement BIMS because they feel it will violate the privacy of the clients. I feel BIMS is a good idea because any one could get a fake ID made up and take the exam for some one else. BIMS was slated to make its debut on January of 2008. I feel that BIMS will be a benefit to the accounting community. I believe that if the rest of the business community sees what it takes to become a CPA then they will learn to trust Accountants once mor
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