History of Napoleon Bonaparte
Adolf Hitler a German furher, Winston Churchill a British Prime Minster, or Martin Luther King an African-American reverend, are all examples of people who have done extraordinary things in history. Whether it was for the good of mankind like Dr. Martin Luther King and his dream of having a peaceful and equal country to live in, or Adolf Hitler who single handedly changed the meaning of evil forever and was during his time, one of the greatest threats to democracy. The reason the world operates the way it does today is due to many factors but is mostly because of the past leaders of the world. For example the way countries interact with each other and the political systems that exist today are all based on the foundations that were put in place by precedent leaders. Many of these leaders are still being taught today in schools, one in particular is Napoleon Bonaparte. Napoleon is considered by many to be one of the worlds greatest military commanders and risk taking gamblers. As described in The Wars of the French Revolution and Napoleon, 1792-1815, Owen Connelly "He had perfect teeth and a winning smile, but used it sparingly. He was a consummate actor, at his best before troops. In private, he could invariably charm men (and most women) into doing his biding."(pg77) Napoleon was twice-emperor of France and his military accomplishments and sheer personality dominated Europe in person for a decade, and in thought for a century. The book the life of Napoleon 1 gives an insightful look into the life of Napoleon before he became the great military leader he is know to be today. Napoleon was born in the now French province of Corsica on August 15th 1769.He was actually not French, but was considered a French subject due to the ceding of Corsica to France by the Genoese in 1768. His family was upper-middle class and his father Carlo was a political entrepreneur who gained acceptance into the French aristocracy. At the age of 10 Napoleon entered the military academy in Briene, France. His first few months at the academy were terrible for Napoleon due to his class mate teasing him for his strange name, strange accent and small size. Napoleon was considered a handsome man but he was short at most Napoleon was 5'2. In 1784 he won a place at the prestigious Ecole Militaire inParis. A year later he graduated and was commissioned a second lieutenant of artillery. He was garrisoned at Valence. Napoleon witnessed the storming of the Tuileries and the arrest of King Louis XVI; he also saw the massacre of the Swiss Guards and it was from that point on that Napoleon both hated and feared the common French people. Once Napoleon was placed second in command of the defense and he ordered the crowds to be dispelled with forty cannons. This is the reason that Napoleon is seen as being a hero of the Revolution and is what gained him entrance into Parisian society.

Through his connections he met his future wife Josephine de Beauharnias, two days after they got married Napoleon became commander of the Army of Italy. In a quick string of events Napoleon achieved victories over the Italians, Austrians and Sardinians at Matenotte, Dego, Millesimo, Mondovi and Lodi,Milan, Castiglione and Arcola. In February 1797 he marched across the Alps toward Vienna. His return to France was triumphant and at just 28 years of age Napoleon had established himself as the greatest French general of all time. As Connelly quotes "Napoleon was acutely sensitive; he could "read" people by their expressions, attitudes and gestures. On the battlefield he had what Frederick the great called coup d'oeil the ability to assess the situation at a glance. Although icy calm under fire and usually elsewhere, he had occasional fits of rage during which he cursed offenders in Italian and or French- and might beat them with his riding crop. He once kicked a cabinet minister in the stomach." (Pg77) Napoleon himself attributed his success to his work habits. He hardly slept, or let his officers rest. While he befriended his soldiers he harassed his generals like a drill sergeant damning them for every mistake. He roused ministers at ungodly hours, dictated to relays of secretaries and ate meals in twenty minutes often standing. Even his dalliances with women where scheduled. However it was these traits that made Napoleon the great military leader that he was and the reason why his military strategies are still taught in military academies all over the world. Although Napoleon had many victories he also had losses such as the battle of Waterloo, the battle of Bussaco and the Campaign of 1812. Napoleons' empire was truly grand but 1812 marks the beginning of the end for him and his empire. For such a great military leader the question that must be asked is why Napoleon lost his Campaign against Russia in 1812. Was he merely reaching the end of his wining spree, had he lost his flair for strategic planning, or was he just getting old and coming to the end of his reign over France?

In The wars of the French revolution and Napoleon1792-1815, it does a great job of showing how Napoleon was not in full control during the campaign. "In 1812, at Borodino, deep in Russia, an angry Marshal Ney bellowed: Why is the Emperor in the rear of the army? ...If he is no longer a general...then he should go back to the Tuileries (Paris) and let us be generals for him." (Connelly pg 169) Napoleon's behavior during the Russian Campaign was very abnormal for the French general who was normally very much in control of his army and what was going on. It is a claim that his behavior was due to colds and other minor illness. During the campaign Napoleon stayed in his command tent, called war play and rarely checked the condition of troops in the field and persisted in an unrealistic view of his enemy. The reason Napoleon was losing his flair for military planning was because, he was middle aged, over weight and out of condition from his soft life since 1809. Fatigued disheartened him from scouting in person, keeping in close contact with his troops, or even keeping well informed. Or it could have been the fact that Napoleon was a master of working with small armies, at Austerlitz Napoleon whittled his army down to a smaller size and then improvised his tactics. His campaigns of 1806 -07 and 1809 have shown that Napoleon had trouble dealing with larger armies. Furthermore, Napoleons marshals were aging, retired, and he had lost confidence in the rest. Some other reasons that are probably the answer as to why napoleon lost the campaign of 1812 was because he did not take into account the "scorched earth" policy that the Russians implemented nor did he consider the weather that the Grande Armee was going to have to march in.

In the beginning Napoleon had mustered the Grande Armee to an amazing 611,000 men thinking that he could force the Russia Czar to surrender without a fight. While Czar Alexander had about 450,000 men that consisted of 2000 guns and 250 000 horses and only 150,000 were ever ready for battle. Napoleons army marched into Russia in conditions they were not used to. The marched in head and dust, then pouring rains, then unusual cold which made men ill. After 5days their rations of hard tack and dried beef finished and the men and hoses began to starve to dath. The cavalry was proceeding too fast for foraging and fodder wagons for the horses could not keep up. Also Napoleans army which was notorious for living off the land that they would march through could not sustain themselves while in Russia. The Russians had implemented a "scorched earth" policy that meant as the Russians retreated they burnt all their land to make it arid. Napoleon was too focused on taking over the Russian army that he did not pay attention to the fact that his army was slowly diminishing. On the 8th of September Napoleon and his Grande Armee, that had diminished to a mere 95,000 men entered into Moscow and occupied it. "A single blow delivered at the heart ofthe Russian Empire, at Moscow the Great, at Moscow the Holy, willinstantly put this whole blind, apathetic mass at my mercy." This was the false notion that Napoleon thought would win him the campaign. When the Tsar still did not surrender, Napoleon sent a message to him demanding an immediate surrender. However the Tsar could not surrender because if he did he would be assassinated by the noble. Clausewitz said "Napoleon was unable to grasp the fact that Alexander would not, could not negotiate. The tsar knew well that he would e disposed and assassinated if he tried so." Now Napoleon had many problems to solve, he had to figure out whether he would stay in Russia but then he would have to find a way to supply his army with food, or he could retreat back to France but retreating would show signs of weakness and while he was away from France the chance of a coup happening was very realistic. When Napoleon had gone into Russia he had expected a short campaign but if he wanted to end the war in 1812 he would have to come up with a way to get the Tsar to come to terms with him. The French eventually started getting bored, malnutrioned and suffering from anxiety. "There were furs and diamonds to be had in Moscow, but no shoes. There was vodka, liqueur, wines, jams, jellies and sugar, but no bread and meat." Times for the Grande Armee were very hard they were dropping dead like flies and had to start killing their own horses just to survive. On November 4th things got even worse for Napoleon, the weather took a turn for the worse and it started snowing. After November 6th there was constant snow and ice on the ground. On the 5th of December napoleon turned the Grande Armee over to Murat his ranking officer and left for Pairs. France was defeated. Napoleons invincibility was forever damaged. It is evident that there were many reasons as to why Napoleon and his Grande Armee lost the campaign of 1812. During the campaign Napoleon and his Grande

