Principal architectural elements
What are the principal architectural elements that comprise a Greek temple? In your answer describe in detail the three different Orders found on temples in the Greek world.
The central place in Greek architecture was given to the building of the temples. The legacy of ancient Greek architecture was based on the subsequent development of world architecture and associated with monumental art. The reasons for the sustained impact of Greek architecture are the objective of its qualities: simplicity, honesty, composition, harmony and proportion of common forms and all parts in connection with architecture and sculpture. Ancient Greek architecture distinguished by full compliance forms and their structural basis as a unit. The mail construction of a Greek building is the stone blocks that were laid to make a wall. The columns and entablature were treated by different profiles and decorative details and enriched with sculpture. The Greeks drove the processing of architecture and all without exception details of the decor to the highest degree of perfection and elegance.

Ancient Greek culture during the Classical Antiquity can be divided into three periods: Archaic Period (c.750-500 BC), Classical Period (c.500-323 BC), and Hellenistic period (c. 323-146 BC). Starting in the Early Archaic Period the first temples were mostly mudbrick structures with the stone foundations. The columns and entablature were wooden; door openings and antae were protected with wooden planks. The mudbrick walls were often reinforced by wooden posts in a type of half-timbered technique. The elements of this simple and clearly structured wooden architecture produced all the important design principles that were to determine the development of Greek temples for centuries.

Rectangular in its plan, strict and majestic building that rises in three levels of the basement, surrounded by the colonnade and covered with a gable roof- that what Greek temple looks like. The Greek temple was the most striking building in the city in its purpose and in the place where it was located. It was rising over the city and dominated over the landscape. The area where the temple was constructed was considered to be sacred for the Greeks. First temples of the Ancient Greece had wooden columns and the entablature, doorways and antae were protected with wooden planks. The mudbrick walls are often reinforced by wooden posts. The elements of this simple and clearly structured wooden architecture were an important design principle of the development of the Greek temples for centuries. Later the wooden constructions were changed into the stone ones, but still kept the same structure as their predecessor.

The orders of the temple in the Ancient Greece did not belong to the mass architecture. It was the matter of the architecture with the important ideological senses and was related to the spiritual life of the Greek society. In the Greek orders there exists a clear harmonious form according to which it fits together into three main parts of construction- foundation, columns and ceiling. The temples of Ancient Greece never strayed from its basic elements which include cella- the central room of the temple where the cult sculpture was locate; pronaos- the front porch of the temple which included antae; opisthodomos- the back porch of the temple; stylobate- the platform where the columns of the temple rested; colonnade- the serious of the columns on which sat the entablature; entablature- the "roof" of the temple which included the architrave, frieze and cornice.

The earliest written description of the orders was by Vitruvius. He was an architect in the reign of Augustus and wrote a series of books De Architectura. In his third and fourth books he describes three orders - Ionic, Doric and Corinthian and also gives some notes about Tuscan order.

Doric order is one of the three Greek architectural orders. Doric order was the earliest of all, known from the seventh century BC. Doric columns does not have a base and stands directly on the flat pavement of a temple. The vertical shafts are fluted with the parallel concave groves and are topped with the smooth capital. Below the capital there is the narrowest place of the column, called the neck. The capital of the column consists of the neck cushion- echinus and a square plate- abacus. The architrave- the bottom element of three-part entablature usually was left without the ornament. Above the architrave there is a frieze.
