Architecture is a fiction
"Architecture is a fiction" (Irish architecture foundation, 2010), states Aaron Betsky. The Shuyin Building is true to this statement in that it is highly imaginative with its curving piano-like facade. Being in a building like this to study is an inspirational experience. However, this building is also practical. The Shuyin Building is generally good as a university classroom building in terms of its structure, its interior organization, and its equipment.

The Shuyin Building was built in 1997 and has five floors in all. The fourth floor is occupied by the EC education institution and Electronic Business Laboratories, so there are only four floors for the School of International Business (SIB) students and teachers to use. Most of the SIB classes are on the first three floors because there are more classrooms and facilities there for students to use. The Shuyin Building has a lot of small and medium-sized classrooms and provides hot water closets with free boiling water. A few bigger classrooms are used for lectures and for classes which have a large number of students.
Structure
The structure of the Shuyin Building is flexible for use. "Buildings need flexibility to accommodate future projections of class size, programs, teaching requirements and technology" (New classroom building, n.d.). The Shuyin Building has different sizes of classrooms to satisfy teaching and studying requirements for different kinds of students and larger classes. The structure of this building is variable because we can change a classroom into an office or use a bigger classroom as a meeting room for conferences. Sometimes we may occupy a medium-sized classroom to practice for special programs or prepare for competitions. Some other university classroom buildings often have only large rooms for students, which are inconvenient for oral classes or other activities involving small groups of students. The Shuyin Building has more staircases than most other campus buildings in order to increase traffic flow and avoid overcrowding on the stairs in an emergency.
Interior Organization
The design of classrooms in the Shuyin Building is adaptable and practical. It has achieved the goal of making "small-to-medium sized classrooms highly flexible to accommodate multiple styles of learning interaction and larger ones as comfortable as possible" (Principles of classrooms, n.d.). The Shuyin Building is one of the few classroom buildings in China which achieves the standard of appropriate classrooms for all classes because nearly all classroom buildings have classrooms of only one size. The Shuyin Building's classrooms can satisfy all the requirements, whatever the kind of lessons or group size. The Shuyin building has listening rooms, meeting rooms, offices, discussion rooms and so on.

The classroom setting can influence the effect and efficiency of the class. "Small class/seminar rooms and open seating encourage student-faculty interaction outside a formal classroom setting" (New classroom building, n.d.). The desks and chairs in some of the other classroom buildings at DUFE are fixed and linked together. Students can not move the desks and chairs in their classrooms. In contrast, most furniture in Shuyin Building classrooms is movable. Students and teachers can seat themselves however they would like in order to promote interaction and communication. The Shuyin Building classrooms also have different sizes of desks suitable for one, two or three people. These can be moved from room to room as needed.
Equipment
The Shuyin Building provides complete learning equipment for students and teachers. "Audiovisual systems were designed to accommodate a variety of teaching styles" (New classroom building, n.d.). The importance of acoustical condition is ever-increasing in facilitating the learning process. We live in an age when knowledge is accumulated by multiplying, and modern educational equipment is necessary in construct an interactive classroom atmosphere."A recent report from the University of Houston Department of Health and Human Performance found that students in classes that incorporate instructional technology with in-class lectures scored a letter grade higher on average than their counterparts who took the same class in a more traditional format" (Science news, 2008). As a result, colleges should make sure their equipments are advanced and up-to-date to satisfy students' needs."Learning spaces in the 21st Century are both physical and virtual."(Learning space, n.d.) "Sight-lines are as important as 'acoustical lines' in the new media-rich classroom" (Principles of classrooms, n.d.). "With the use of visual aids, knowledge can be displayed, visualized and simulated, so visual considerations are every bit as important as acoustic in classrooms" (Principles of classrooms, n.d.). The Shuyin Building is definitely equipped with complete facilities to satisfy the requirements. Each classroom has a computer, an overhead projector, loud speakers, microphones, etc. "Research into the building process shows that it can cost as little as 0.5% of building costs to implement acoustic treatments during construction, while the cost of implementing acoustic treatment after construction can increase building costs by 20%" (Classroom coalition, 1994.). Money was saved by making acoustic treatment a part of the Shuyin Building construction.

Because of its advanced construction, the Shuyin is quite a good classroom building. Its structure is more flexible than other classroom buildings on the campus, its interior organization is adaptable and practical, and its equipment is complete and convenient. Classroom buildings in China are the place where students spend much of their time in classes or studying. They need spaces which promote their learning. The Shuyin Building is a good example for other universities of what a fine modern classroom building should be.
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