How successful were Nazi propaganda and policies in winning over support from women and young people?
Hitler’s main policy with women was pro-natalism which stemmed from the Nazi ideal of Volksgemeinschaft and was a policy encouraging the birth of pure Aryan children, Hitler seeing the responsibility of women as bearing and bringing up the future leaders of Nazism. Almost immediately after coming to office, the regime embarked on this policy aimed at women and young people. He aimed to control and persuade women to stay at home and raise big families,’’I have donated a child to the Führer’’ he saw women as only fit for motherhood and all his policies reflected that he wanted women to be only used to create a new generation of children loyal to Hitler’s legacy. The Nazis aimed to make the youth obedient and disciplined, they also wanted them to idolise the Fuhrer and make him seem like God to them.This essay will examine the success of Nazis' propaganda and policies in winning support from youth and women in the German society.
‘’The mission of a woman is to be beautiful and bring children into the world …the female bird pretties herself for her mate and hatches eggs for him. In exchange, the mate takes care of gathering the food, and stands guard and wards off enemy’’. (Goebbels, 1929)
In 1933, marriage loans of up to 600RM were offered to newlyweds on the grounds that the wife would not work outside the home and that neither of the couple was Jewish. The loan was interest free and to be repaid over a period of eight and a quarter years but for each child born to couples taking part in the programme, the amount to be repaid was reduced by 25%. In respect to the Nazi policies involving marriage the results were mainly positive with the number of marriages increasing from 516,000 in 1933 to 740,000 in 1934. However the increased number of divorces contrasted this. Again the increase in marriage may have been due to the increased economic optimism among the population rather than the Nazi policies. The development of the German welfare state, which encouraged the development of healthy German women, was a success with the reduction in infant mortality from 7.7% in 1933 to 6.6% in 1936.
The status of mothers was raised dramatically by a series of propaganda campaigns an example of this being the Mother’s Cross in 1939 for those with large families. The mothers cross was awarded to women who had given birth to a certain number of children; a woman with four children received a bronze cross, with six a silver cross and with eight children she would receive a gold cross. 
‘’All singles and married women up to the age of 35 who do not obliged to produce four children by racially pure German men. Whether these men are married is no significance. Every family that already has four children must set the husband free for this action.’’
Improved maternity services, and childcare facilities, especially for working mothers are some of the policies, despite these incentives, the birth rate did not respond in a significantly positive way to Nazi policy. Despite the fact that abortion was made illegal in 1933, the number of women who sought to terminate their pregnancies remained high. The birth rate remained fairly constant throughout the 1930s although it did increase between 1933 and 1934 at the end of the depression. It could be seen that this was a positive response to Nazi policy but is more likely that it was due to the return to full employment and the end of the depression that had seen such a low moral throughout Germany. Nazi propaganda seems to have had some effect on women but not as much as the leaders had hoped for and this could well be because propaganda stressed that it was a woman’s responsibility to bear children not for personal reasons but out of her duty to the state, which could have put many women off the idea. 
‘’The mission of a woman is to be beautiful and bring children into the world …the female bird pretties herself for her mate and hatches eggs for him. In exchange, the mate takes care of gathering the food, and stands guard and wards off enemy.(Goebbels,1929)’’
Leading up to and during the second world war, the quest for a larger population of genetically pure Germans led to a further encouragement or procreation, but this time procreation outside of marriage, in Hitler’s Lebensborn programme. Organised by the leader of the SS, Heinrich Himmler, it encouraged German women to bear the children of SS officers whether or not they were married to them and German Girls were educated in their duty to have Aryan children in the League of German Girls. The reason that Hitler did this was because these women, and SS members, were both what he views as the ‘ideal German’ and so a child born of one of these couples would undoubtedly be ‘pure’ in his view. 
‘’With bigamy, each wife would act as a stimulus to the others so that both would try to be their husband's dream woman.’’
Hitler ensured that women who did not fit into the specifications of his ‘German ideal’ were sterilised so that they would not be able to reproduce. Although Hitler’s policy seemed, at a first glance, to be one that would increase the birth rate the eugenic policies reduced the country’s population potential and not only this, but it did not coincide with the original promises that the Nazi party had made to German women. Hitler had promised women a return to the traditional role that they had previously held in the family and the promotion of breaking marriage vows and ‘sleeping around’ in this way, simply for the benefit of the state, was making family relationships very difficult and was pulling families apart in a complete contradiction to Nazi propaganda.
The new regime also shaped a clear policy in their negative view towards women at work and in particular educated women who were in professional jobs and the education of women who wanted to take on these professional roles in the next stage of their lives. This revolved around the Kinder, Kűche, Kirche policy which Hitler stated as the main reasoning behind all of his policies concerning women. Almost immediately following Hitler’s appointment in 1933, nearly all of the 19 000 female civil servants in both regional and local governments lost their jobs, as did around 15% of women teachers. 
By early 1934 there were no women left working in the Prussian Civil Service and the 3% of lawyers who were women faced a dramatic decline in their status. From 1936 onwards no women was allowed to serve as a judge and women were no longer accepted for jury duty. The number of women who were allowed to enrol in to universities was also reduced to 10% to keep women at home. The regime was very aware of the impact that women could have, however, after their ability to practically bring Hitler into power in the years leading up to 1933.
‘’How many women workers did the Führer send home?, According to the statistics of the German Department of Labour, there were, in June 1936, 5,470,000 employed women, or 1,200,000 more than in January 1933 ... The vigorous campaign against the employment of women has not led to their increased domesticity and security, but has been effective in squeezing them out of better paid positions into sweated trades.  Needless to say, this type of labour, with its miserable wages and long hours, is extremely dangerous to the health of women and degrades the family.’’
 Although Hitler’s aim had been to take women out of employment as much as possible to keep them focussed on their main task which was to reproduce, the number of women in employment, although remaining low in the first few years of the regime, increased on the return to full employment and the conscription of men to fight. The economic improvement after 1933 was at first fuelled by rearmament based industries and therefore did not have much of an effect on women in work however the conscription of men and then the return to near full employment created a labour shortage, which meant that the regime was forced to reverse its policies and begin to try and persuade women to go back to work and to enrol in further education at universities even though it not what they ideally wanted. Between 1933 and 1939 the number of women working increased from 11.6 million to 14.6 million, which shows a dramatic contradiction between Nazi ideology and the reality of the situation. The Nazi policies on reducing the amount of women in employment were therefore not successful although it did seem that they were going to be at first, as the number of women in employment did fall but as the economic situation improved, so the situation of women in most professions improved despite the regime’s official line. 
The information that I have obtained showing the success of Nazi policies towards women illustrates some of the limitations on the totalitarian nature of the regime. In Hitler’s eyes, women played a vitally important role in his creation of a Volksgemeinscaft and so his policies towards them, although strict and determined, adopted quite a cautious approach, thus only few women were forced out of jobs and into the home, many did it of their own accord because of their desire to return to their traditional role and identity. Nazi ideology did succeed in mobilising the allegiance of women which is what they intended to achieve with the creation of the Woman’s Front. Many of the other policies that Hitler implemented on his appointment as Chancellor in 1933, however, were not as successful as he would have hoped them to be and the small successes that there were represented not so much a social revolution as an attempt to return to their traditional values. 
The direct impact of Nazi polices was limited; earlier marriages and a rising birth rate were related more to increasing prosperity not to social policy and with the achievement of nearly full employment in 1936, women were required to return from the workplace – a complete contradiction to the initial Nazi policy. Hitler wanted to create more Aryan children, but his implementation of eugenics policies reduced the population potential. He wanted to create the ‘perfect family’ but the introduction of SS ‘brothels’ made family relationships difficult and more and more men were divorcing their wives. There were mixed reactions from women regarding Hitler’s policies, they voted Hitler into power because he offered them a return to the traditional values that they felt they were being denied of and, to a certain extent he did give to these women what he had promised but, although filling a lot of theirs, did not succeed to fulfil his own desires.
The Nazis were not completely successful in their polices to control,influence and win over support from young people in Nazi. However they were very successful in influencing the youth at that time. They used methods of propaganda, indoctrination, and education and youth movements to shape the identity of the youth of Germany. The Nazis managed over the years to massively increase the membership of the Hitler Youth, with 60% of Germanys youth enrolled in the Hitler youth by 1935. Indoctrinating children in National Socialist ideology was a key goal of the Nazi Party. Hitler and other Nazi leaders thought that the indoctrination of children was critically important. When the Nazis came to power they divided the Hitler youth into a girls branch and a boys branch. Membership was made compulsory eventually. The goal of the Hitler youth was to prepare boys for their future role as soldiers. These boys had no intellectual training and were subjected to a program of Nazi propaganda.
 "The weak must be chiseled away. I want young men and women who can suffer pain. A young German must be as swift as a greyhound, as tough as leather, and as hard as Krupp's steel." – Adolf Hitler
The Nazi propaganda and policy was very successful in some areas however in other areas it failed. Firstly though, it is important to see its aims before it can be deemed successful or not. The Nazis aimed to make Children obedient and disciplined, they also wanted them to idolise the Fuhrer and make him seem like God to them. They also aimed to make the growing nation a lot fitter and aimed to implant the idea that it was great to sacrifice yourself if it meant benefit for the national good. They also wanted children to do everything they could to bring about racial purity of the German nation. They wanted to develop boys and girls to become separate things. For the boys they wanted to make them into a strong fighter and for the Girls they wanted to make them into reliable housewives and the bearer of many children (but only if they were of pure Aryan blood).
The Nazis concentrated heavily on the youth policy and there many groups set up to lure children of all ages into them. As far as numbers go they were very successful in pulling in a large majority of the German youth to become part of the Nazi organisation and it very quickly became the thing to be part of. There was no doubt that through brainwashing and teaching they managed to get the German youth to idolise their Fuhrer. Girls in the B.D.M wrote love letters to him and have been quoted to look at Hitler as "God." The Nazis manage to catch children at the right age and successfully brainwashed and hype up Hitler through propaganda and it was clear just by looking at the hysteria at one of Hitler's speeches that they had succeeded in doing this. Activities within the groups like marching and drills taught discipline and obedience to them and this succeeded to get the majority of the youth "politically programmed." Another success was that they managed to get Children pressurising parents to become a good Nazi and it seemed like at that time parents had no control over there children instead the Nazis had control over their children. The Nazis managed to at first make the youth policy fun and exciting for children. Activities like singing, camping and playing games helped teach comradeship whilst still being fun and exciting for the youngsters.
The changes to the school curriculum also meant that Hitler was able to promote Germany and adapt subjects so they complimented Nazi ideas. Hitler used subjects such as history to portray Germany better and change facts on the WW1 to benefit the Germans. With this, Hitler hoped that in the hearts of young boys would be to follow their old German heroes, especially after the embarrassment of the Treaty of Versailles in 1919. Teachers were also targeted and an organisation called The National Teachers League (NSLB) was set up as an extra influence to try to win over the minds of pupils as well as indoctrinating textbooks. Nazi officials were ordered to intervene with the education system to ensure maximum impact was made. By reading new textbooks, the minds of youths were re-educated and by being taught Nazi values. 
There was also a move away from co-educational schools to ensure boys and girls received appropriate education. Girls took needlework, music and home craft to become good homemakers and mothers.However, there is evidence to say that the Nazi reshaping of education varied greatly from school to school and depending a great deal on individual teachers and principals, (G. Mosse), this suggest that the Nazis were not totally successful in indoctrinating children through the changes in school because some schools did not change as much as others.
Another way that the Nazi Youth Policy succeeded was by making their youth more charged up for war than any other nation; on the battlefield their soldiers that had been through the German Youth system fought "more fanatically" then the older soldiers. Those were the clear successes of the Nazi Youth Policy. 
However there were some failures to address. The first one is that even though in 1939 membership was compulsory to the Hitler youth, there was still 16% of the population who were not part of it. This showed that it had lost its appeal to some and the appeal to rebel was greater. However, there were reports of Youth leaders getting beaten up by the youth themselves. Showing that the youth were rapidly becoming rebellious and going against the Nazis. Another failure was that many girls could not understand the racial science theory very few boys read "Mien Kampf" and were not impressed by the crude "Der Sturmer" both of which was supposed to implant the Nazi Ideology into the minds of the youth. Another very significant failure was the education of the youth. Because of the Nazis intense focus on physical strength the new generation were become stupid and incapable of becoming a political leader or making any valid contributions scientifically or technically.
In conclusion, it is clear that at first the Nazi youth policy was very successful and drew in a huge percentage of the German youth. However it can be seen that the Nazis had mixed success in their transformation of German society along the lines set out by their ideology. The Nazis failed to gain total support of the youth and women,this some historians have argued guaranteed that they would never succeed in gaining a total transformation of Germany because they could not persuade all of the most impressionable generation. This fact along with the lack of overall support for the new Nazi ideology, from the female population of Germany meant that the Nazi attempts to transform German society, were not completely successful.
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