Style analysis: Examples

Task

For each extract a identify the writer’s purpose by b isolating and commenting on individual words or phrases – Vocabulary – which help you to arrive at your conclusion to a. Sample responses follow but don’t look at them until you have finished the task.

1

Some of the little beaches I have loved are so obscure they have no name. I think of a quiet cave on the coast of Scotland where otters play in the tidal pools. And a tiny bay on the Galapagos island of Santiago where a very sociable sea lion prodded the sole of my foot with his wet muzzle, beckoning me to come in for a swim. And of course there are the windswept wintry walks along the endless seaboard of the Netherlands, guaranteed to clear your head and get your life into  perspective.

2
In 1914 Europe blundered into the First World War. From 1870 to 1914 the Germans had built up a military machine of alarming efficiency.

3

I have been asked to speak on the subject ‘The Artist and Politics’ I’ll try to do so --- I am an artist by vocation and profession. I am a citizen by obligation and responsibility. And as an actress I am happiest when I work in a play or a film that makes both artistic and social contribution.

4

Most of the Thames valley police personal were ever wont to pounce quickly upon any newspaper clipping concerning their competence, or alleged lack of competence.

5

Belle – the new moisturizer which is taking over beauty salons all over the country - has now been released on to the sales counters of good department stores. For discerning women who are prepared to spend a little bit extra.

6
I was born on the eighteenth of lJuly, 1918, at Mvezo, a tiny village – in the district of Umtata, the capital of the Transkei --- My father was a tall, dark–skinned man with a straight and stately posture, which I like to think I inherited.  He had a tuft of white hair just above his forehead, and, as a boy, I would take while ash and rub it into my hair in imitation of him. My father had a stern manner and did not spare the rod when disciplining his children.

Sample response

1

a 
The writer’s purpose is to persuade the reader of the attraction of quiet, deserted beaches, which, 
it is implied, can be found all over the world and are generally unknown.

b 
The effect is achieved with the; words ‘obscure’, ‘quiet’ and ‘tiny’. The writer creates the 
attractiveness by reference to a friendly, non-threatening animal such as the sea lion, described   

     as ‘sociable’, and the otter, described at ‘play’. Such references make these animals sound as if 

     they have almost human qualities of enjoying company and are like innocent children playing. The 
social and harmless nature of the sea lion is underpinned by the gentle movements, ‘prodded’ and 
beckoning’. A further attraction of such beaches is created by ‘clear your head and get your life 
into perspective’. This suggests the psychologically calming effect of these places where even the 
most stressed of individuals can find comfort. The ‘windswept wintry walks’ is an appealing 

     alliteration.

2
a 
The writer’s purpose is to give information about the first World War, and to imply his disapproval 
of the war and how it was fought.

b 
The effect of disapproval is created by ‘blundered’, which suggests mismanagement, that the war 
was a mistake rather than a thought-out position. The reader is shocked to find that something as 
huge as war on a world-wide scale could be started, as it were, by accident. The term alarming 
efficiency’ is interesting as it is apparently contradictory, normally we would be pleased, not 
alarmed, by efficiency. This is an example of oxymoron. It suggests that it would have been less 
harmful if the Germans had turned the virtue of efficiency in other directions.

3

a 
The writer’s purpose is to give information about the link between her work and her politics.

b 
The writer (speaker) introduces her topic in a direct way. By contrasting terms associated with her 
work (‘vocation’ and ‘profession’) with terms associated with citizenship (‘obligation’ and ‘
responsibility’) she establishes both her topic and the contrast between the two elements she has 
set out to discuss. These terms (‘vocation’ etc.) are serious and formal at once, which underpin 

     the serious nature of the topic and the appropriately serious tone adopted. Beginning the fourth 
sentence with ‘And’ introduces a confidential and almost personal note, by which the writer draws 
the reader (listener) into what she is about to say.

4

a 
The writer’s purposes is to entertain and puzzle with a crime story. In this short section he may 
also be intending to amuse through the reference in this particular case to the incompetence of 
the police.

b 
‘Thames Valley Police’ clearly indicates a crime story. ‘Pounce’ suggests speed and the idea of 
catching, which is linked to catching criminals. ‘Competence’ followed by ‘or lack of ‘ is humorous 
as the police are expected to be competent. ‘Alleged’ suggests accusations linked to police work, 
wrongful accusations and subsequent conflict.

5

a 
The writer’s purpose is to advertise a particular product and persuade people to buy it.

b Giving the product a French name rather than an English one ‘Belle’ makes it sound exotic and 
therefore fascinating. “Taking over’ is an image from military campaigns and business deals and 
makes it seem as if this product has beaten all rivals, as if no other product is used in beauty 
salons. There is a sense of immediacy and urgency in ‘has now been released’ as if the product 
has been a long – guarded secret which is now being shared with others lucky enough to know 
about it. ‘Good’ department stores appeals to customers’ judgement; by flattering certain stores, 
those who frequent them  are in turn singled out as being ‘discerning’, which is reinforced in the 
next sentence. ‘women who are prepared to spend a little bit extra’ appeals to people’s snobbery 
– this is a product for those  who can afford it.

6

a 
The writer’s purpose is to give information about his life and to create sympathy both for the writer 
as a boy and for his father.

b The vocabulary is factual and gives the exact date and place of the writer’s birth. Thus it is 
established that giving the correct information is important to the writer. His admiration for his 
father is shown in ‘posture, which I like to think I inherited’. ‘Like to think’ shows the writer’s sense 
of humour in that he confesses to a little vanity; in addition he is rather afraid to see a likeness 
between himself and his father, showing that he puts his father on a pedestal. Thus, both the 
writer and his father become likeable to the reader. Similarly when the boy imitates his father by 
rubbing ‘white ash’ into his hair the reader warms to the little boy hero-worshipping his father. The 
reader is made to imagine the little boy watching his father closely (‘tuft of white hair just above his 
forehead’) and this shows the importance of the father to the little boy. Reference to his father 
punishing his children (‘did not spare the rod’) makes it seem that the boy did not like to fall out of 
favour with his father. This stresses the huge importance of the father in the little boy’s life.
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