Should we have to complete homework?
Homework is defined as one of the most dangerous forms of oppression that young children face. Some weaker students, who are trying hard, get their self confidence diminished due to the inappropriate hardness of homework, teachers need to teach better, not just bulldoze their students with work at home, and after all, we are children not robots.
We are the next generation. The experience and knowledge we gain from the previous generation is the knowledge that we will use to build foundations, advance new technologies, if are continuously bombarded with work that we do not understand, we will not only lose our confidence bur start hating the subjects that we are assigned the home works in, so a better way to learn would be to complete the parts we understand and mark the points that we do not, this way the teacher can better understand the situation of her students and give more help to those who need it, thus creating a better learning cycle.
The importance of creating a suitable learning environment, and enhancing, the teaching of teachers should be a greater priority than the completion of homework as the teaching standard often sets the homework standard and therefore the number of completed home works. So it is not homework that sets the ability of a student to understand the subject or the topic, of course the determination and the willingness of the students play a big part but that can be greatly influenced by the effort and quality of teaching.
Children are social, and their social abilities are greatly shaped by their social experience. Homework can cut down on social time and therefore can reduce the social abilities of a child causing more problems to occur in later ages such as in puberty or during their time in university. This was proven by Professor Yegnaisa Elitrotis in the Illinois institute of Behaviour and universal social welfare. His study was based upon a group of students who were forced to complete their homework by their teachers and another group who were told to do their homework to the extent of their capabilities. This was a 5 year study and the students that were forced to complete their homework, were looked down by the rest of the students as ‘nerd’ and classified by the more brilliant students as ‘dum’ because they tried very hard but because the teacher set them the wrong homework and the disproportionate amount of homework, their self-confidence degraded as they saw no point in trying and the quality of the homework that they produced was very low, as they did not understand. But, the batch that were told to do their homework to the maximum of their abilities, ended up understanding the work as they went to the teacher to make sure they understood the part of the topic that they could not complete in homework. These students ended up getting some of the top marks in the end of year exam. Their social time was also not hampered as they spent the required amount of time doing the homework instead of trying to figure out everything, giving them more time to socialise, enhancing their social abilities.
Completion of homework can also reduce the amount of time used to play or have fun, a key part of a child’s life as this is where their bodies develop as well as their instincts. Spending too much time on home work develops a sedentary mentality, which can lead to obesity (one of the major problems with children in the UK and the USA).
Homework is important. But its completion is not the priority as uncompleted homework reveals the weakness of the student and if there is a pattern of some homework un-done, then the teacher can understand that there was a problem with teaching. Spending too much time on homework reduces the amount of time we get to spend playing and socialising, therefore reducing the time to develop our bodies and instincts, we spend more time sitting down on a chair and thus we develop a sedentary mentality. Homework is important but understanding it is even more.
