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JUNE 22, 1941
KILLING SQUADS ACCOMPANY GERMAN INVASION OF THE SOVIET UNION
DECEMBER 8, 1941
FIRST KILLING CENTER BEGINS OPERATION
JANUARY 20, 1942
WANNSEE CONFERENCE AND THE "FINAL SOLUTION"
The Nazis frequently used euphemistic language to disguise the true nature of their crimes. They used the term 
“Final Solution”
 to refer to their plan to annihilate the Jewish people. It is not known when the leaders of Nazi Germany definitively decided to implement the "Final Solution." The genocide or mass destruction of the Jews was the culmination of a decade of increasingly severe discriminatory measures.
Under the rule of Adolf Hitler, the persecution and segregation of the Jews was implemented in stages. After the Nazi party achieved power in Germany in 1933, its state-sponsored racism produced anti-Jewish legislation, economic boycotts, and the violence of the 
Kristallnacht
 
("Night of Broken Glass") pogrom, all of which aimed to systematically isolate Jews from society and drive them out of the country.
After the September 1939 
German invasion of Poland
 (the beginning of 
World War II
), anti-Jewish policy escalated to the imprisonment and eventual murder of European Jewry. The Nazis first established 
ghettos
 (enclosed areas designed to isolate and control the Jews) in the 
Generalgouvernement
 (a territory in central and eastern Poland overseen by a German civilian government) and the 
Warthegau
 (an area of western Poland annexed to Germany). Polish and western European Jews were deported to these ghettos where they lived in overcrowded and unsanitary conditions with inadequate food.
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