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When does childhood obesity become abuse? Obesity is plaguing America’s
children with a multitude of health problems -- now there’s a new risk to be added
to the list: shorter life expectancy. For the first time in history, the next generation
will not live longer, or even as long, as their parents. Where do we as a country
draw the line? How long do we allow parents to slowly kill their children without
consequences? A shocking case out of South Carolina might hold the key to new
laws, as a mother of a 555 pond 14 year old, was indicted on criminal charges of

child neglect.

“Diseases such as Type Il diabetes, high blood pressure, heart conditions and joint
deterioration - what were once considered ‘adult’ diseases - are regularly being
diagnosed in children, due to the prevalence of obesity,” said Jessica Bartfield,
MD, internal medicine and medical weight-loss specialist at Gottlieb Memorial
Hospital, part of the Loyola University Health System. When and where are we
going to draw the line between poor choices and out right abuse. "So many

children are obese and the majority is to do with the cost of fresh foods, versus



their shelf life- as well as lower income mothers loving their children with the only
thing they can afford to give, food", says Ron Jones, a corporate wellness expert
based in Atlanta and Los Angeles,. David Rogers a spokesperson for the local
Government Association (LGA) proclaims that ‘parents who allow their children to
eat too much could be as guilty of neglect as those who did not feed their children
at all. 12.5 million U.S. children are obese making the average of 19-24% of obese
children per state, Louisiana has a percentage rate of 41% of its children being

obese. (Rogers)

Can we really perceive obesity for more than what it is- other than just fats kids?
Many disagree saying that obesity is in no way correlated to abuse. Many parents
strike out saying not fulfilling their children’s demands for food is indeed abuse or
neglect. Dr. Michael Fitzpatrick states that " child obesity is not abuse its a medical
condition". Many people feel that they cannot always control when and what their
children eat. Many mothers feel that schools poor menus also lead to their
children’s weight issues. Paulette a mother of an 11 year old boy weighing 145
pounds says that her son has no self control and questions how that is her
problem. Mothers are outraged that our country would even consider bad eating
habits abuse as it takes away from real abuse cases, ones involving physical and

sexual misconduct.

A survey was performed by Dr. Oz and aired on his May 14th taping of "Obese and



Abuse" show. The numbers were as followed in relation to abuse and obesity:

32% believed obesity is not abuse

19% agreed that obesity is abuse

49% were undecided/ no opinion

Like these results show many Americans are undecided or even have multiple
views on the situation. Amy a stay at home mother in Virginia says that she does
believe that extreme obesity may be abuse but that could leave the door wide open
for other things to get misconstrued. Many also believe that it should be a case by
case effort depending on the circumstances. There has also been a lot of talk
about the government taxing high sugar, high in fat foods. Matt Wilson author of
"No fat tax" states " | don’t want the government dictating what | should and
shouldn’t buy or raising it's tax, in an attempt to price push certain things out of
budget". Dr. Kay Barney a family practices physician states " Its essential to
educate not persecute" when it comes to obesity in children, diet and exercise can

be the key to reverse the damage that’s been done.

Child obesity is without a doubt becoming an epidemic and whether or not its
abuse is in the eyes of the beholder. As parents we must take control and educate
not only ourselves but also our children. In doing our part | believe that we can
conquer the obesity epidemic of America. As well as help guide these children off

of the self destructive path they follow.
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