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Inlroduc Cion

[ have chosen the f«//wf area of fam@ o m//oym/{f fw& my coursewort,

The reason ( have chosen this /mcﬁ'ﬂ«/a/‘ area of Wﬂ/ﬂ/ﬂ/y i because due U ey«a/ﬁy it owe current Soclely, women
are now havigg to rethink very ﬂmf«/(y about what their priovties are i therr ﬂf@, chiliven or thei career?
These issues are important ix Brituic booause women are now gettig meh better job qpportunttios and are forced
nto é«w}yx boss tine away f/‘m the wmé&%w@, e.g. maternity boave,
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/”y /y/ﬂfé@ﬁk e that [ /ma%f that women with chose U have an established career /@fo/‘e fé@y start to thirk
about starting a fam@,

Ains

The three ains of ny cowrsework witt be.:
o 7 f/}{/ out whether or ot womer are é«w}yx chililren later on in ﬂf@,
o s /f Vi m‘rffy widdlo-class women who are /@/}yx /mefma/ ity é«w}yx chiliren later in ﬂfa

o 7/ f/}{/ out /f a woman & maix prioeiy i ﬂfa /s, now, therr careers

Fosearch

[ wit? ase /l‘/hd/? research to f/}{/ out /f women are ﬂéom/'y» o have a career /@fo/‘e mz/‘f/}y a fam@ wd what
Ly/?@ of /'o/ their fave,

V4 prove ny /y/ﬂfé@ﬁk /y M/r{//&ﬁ/'yx /l‘/hd/? research such as y«a&f/’w{/{a/m to women,
[ wit? ase fww{/a/y research to f/}{/ out /f @ woman & /m'w‘/f/éf have ﬂé«/{}@/ over the pears,

[ wit? look at Wﬂ/ﬂ/ﬂfdfﬂ? who have M/r{//&fe/ work, that is on the same fo/?/ﬂ as mine such as interviows with

women on careers and the fam@.

[ wit? /@f/}{@ éey Wﬂ/ﬂ/ﬂ;/ﬂ«/ M/{w/nﬁr such as fam@ norale and sewism in careers,

/%téoa/o/o%g



f%w}y decided upon my research topre wud /y/ﬂ%@fﬁ?’ the et stage of my coursework, (s o thin about how [
myéf conduct my prinary research, [here are several a&ffeﬁwf methods [ coudl ase and part of my decision fs to
what Ly/?@ of data [ want ¢s collect:
There are two different types of data;
Quantitative; data i the form of numbers wd statistios e.g. census data,
Qualjtatiive; data i the fmx of a a/aw/v/bf/'w{ rather Chan nambers e, 3

Diares
Because of the topre of my research [ have deoided that [ /mm/y want to colleot y«a/?'faf/w data, This is
because [ need lo fenow pegples apiions on the subject and their reasons rather than just their gpinions,

There are two mai melhods that [ couldl use: intervicws and Iq«am'o/{/m/}%&

Interviews are meelings i which Jou are asked questions a%wf(y, faﬂ@ 17 faﬂ@ or /y f@/@/éw{a,
They con be ased to coflect quantitative data (f the questions ased are closed questions, These are questions that
by have a short answer e.g. yes or 1o, (f the questions are gpen they collect guadltative data, Open guestions
are questions ix whish they have o write a reason,
The advantages of asing an itervicw would be.

W That the ixtorviower is abte to explain the guestions and cheok the answers,

B There is a hipher response rate than guestiomaires,

. /@f/ﬂ/{/@/{ff are able to P answers i Cheir own words

" fwea é/}é M/?'a%y

" Cun ask about more personal wd difffioidt topies.

The aﬁ'm/m/{fcyw wouldl fé@/‘afw‘a be:
" (feeds considerable skitle iy interviswer
N flerview bias nay affwi aswers
" Froblem of how to record answers

W Takes a lny tine, so can not lxterview large numbers
" Cuwnot be cheoked for rellability,

The other o/n‘/wr & todoa y«a&ﬁ'oﬂﬂ)@, These can aléo be wsed to colloct y«a/?'faf/w wd y«a/{ﬁ'faﬁw data
a/&/m/{aé}y on the Ly/?@ of ?«e‘s’f/w{&’ used,
Questimmaies can either be M/r{//&fe/ /y the m/o/{/w{f or f///aa/ out /y me the researcher,

The advantages of using a questinnaie are;
® ol have a é/}é M/?M/%’Ly rate
" Kospondents can not be inftuenced ix any way
N (i be distributed to a large papulation ot any one tine
" 7@ are ﬂé@@é 0o create

However there are abso several aﬁ's’a/ua/{fcyef o consiler:



" s a very low M/?%’L? rate
u 72% have a very low response rate,

r%w)y f«/{y considered these z;of/b/(& / have decided €2 conduct a 7«@&&7&/{/{«/}% / fw/ that thie would be the best
0w my chosen Lopio because ¢ means [ am able to distrbute them (o a large popubation quickly,
7 P wge pop quokiy

Newt [ need to think about fow [ witl fird my subjects. [ reed to sebect a representative sample, [his means that
[ reed to colect /)(fw‘mf/b/( f/‘m a range zf ages, elhuie Jroups and both sexes, [ with do this /y af&fﬂ%«f/)y ny
Pt study o my frinds and famity af first to see [f [ get the ripht response, then [ witl distribute the

y«emb/(/m/m on o the street withi a /d/‘f/b«/d/‘ area,

Secondary research

7o work out ey issues ard defive relovant socithpical words [ witl ase sociotapical tentbooks such as socivthpy i
foeus by Taptor ad GCSE swcivtipy by Bludell

These witl tefl e about past irvestipations that have taken place e.g, Sue Sharge s and Sue Lee s ivvestipatins.
[ witt use newspaper wtioles to try wod f/)(a/ out Che /7«//7'0 3 apinton on women privrities i ﬂfa, foow fé@y fave
04«/{}@/ wd /f women are é«w)y chiliven later ix ﬂfa,

{ decided 1o use the internet to f//’(a/ out /f any past investipations fave taken /o/aw i the past.,



[ chase this method because more peqple are more likely to put their viow onlo the iternet, Also [ an able to
fied information that was publiched a few years apo, (ff [ were to use rewspapers, [ wold mly be abte to fird

carrent /}{fw‘mﬁ'o/{.

This is rebated b my /y/ﬂfé@ﬁk because [ witl make it easier o f/}{/ out about women and Cheir careers and aléo

women ad Cherr fam@ Uires,

Fitot stady

Tte z«e‘s’ﬁ'o/ﬂm/)‘a

@«%’f/ﬂ/{ 7: what ie Jouw cy«&?
hestion 2: what do you think (& the ripht age to start a family?
z w4 74
hestion 3: what reason do you give for thic age?
o 4

@«a‘s’f/’w{ 4 what & yow oweymf/w{.?



Question 5 do you that women are pressuised ito starting a famty
Later on i ﬂfe?
westin 6: what reason do you pive for this?
Va4
Question 7: would you put yowe career /@fo/‘e starting a fam@?
Question 8: what famtly members did you grow wp with ix your householil?
hestion 9: what are the tgp privitics in your fffe?
pp #
Question 70: what % of 1y woulll pou lose /f you were 10 g0 on maternity

/&d#& 7

@«a‘rf/’w{ 77: would Jou nake Jou /m/cf/{w po o /afa/c/{/ly loave U ffﬂ/ pon
From /or/}y« this M/{ay?

Resullle of the pitot study

The data [ ‘g0t fmx ny /7//% ff«a{y was both y«a/?’faf/w wd guantitatiive.

[ gave the questionaive to 76 pegple. (See appendis 7 for cqpy of the pitat questiomaive, ).

/ fm{/ that there were the fo//mr}y /M//@m’ with my /7//% J’f«a{y, Witk my /7//% J’fmfy / fm{/ that [ did not
pet the right information [ have reeded to prove my hypothedss. This i because ( didn t el /7@0/7/@ to %0/«/}{ Lherr
answers (o my closed questions, Abeo f/‘m my questionnaie ( could not prove ny 2”/ /y/ﬂfé@&(s’,



( deciied to ﬂé«/{fz& some of my y«em'w{& T his would /Jr(/w‘ow my y«e&f/’w{/{a/}% a8 would enable me to relriove the
ﬁyéf /}{fw‘mﬁ'o/{ rneeded to prove my /y/m‘éemr,

Frimary research results

é«a/{ﬁ'faﬁw

The nunber of peqpte who responded to the questionaire was 25, of these 50% were female and 50% were male
ln terms of ape, 60% of peqple asked were aped 75/76,
This graph shows the ethuicity of the respondents,



ethnicity of participants

10

number of people

white black asian chinese other

ethnicity

The resulls 0f 7«@&&&/{/{«/)‘9 were as fo/ﬂw&
64% 0f the /oa/«t/béba/(t‘s’ sail that women are /o/‘e&s’zw(s’e/ o /o«ft/)y Lherr careers /efw‘e &ta/«t/)y a fwrr//},

é«a/?faf/w results
The resutts of the qpen questions are as follows,
Hore are some of the comments from the partiojpants; most of the peqple asked sud that they wodld make sure

that téey fad an established career, had matured, fm(/ the ﬂyét é«&/a/(a//oa/«t/(eﬂ wud ot a ;m/ education
before starting a famity,

Deserplion of secondary resulls

Statistios

Aecording 1o statistios the new role model for women are the ladettes’ i soeinty, [hese are youp womer who
behave Uik tads, /ﬂ/)(f/}y beer, ay/?)y the other sex and }Mem/(y é«w)y fw{

This is 0/@«#@ a relevant to ny stated ains because it shows that women are having chiliven later on i ﬂfe,
however it says that this is due to them goirg out and havigg fun and wot Cheir carcers,



[extbooks

(/ tave found some information by other socithpists dbout my topie; he states that by the mid 7990s there had
been a /y Ma/ye ic women & aspiations, Work and careers had become more important 727 fzw/} commitments,

This i 0/@«#@ relosant to ny stated ains because (¢ shows that women are putting their careers
before starting a family and therefore loaning it wti! later i Hfe.

e media

Newspaper artisles, such as A 7, supgest that it is mostly women of @ mangperiad tovel that are choosing to have
a professinal career before chiliren. The articte abso supgests that the reason for this is bocause some mothers
don ¢ belleve i lotling theie children 9o to chitiminders, 72@} feel that they are forced ints this because of the
namber 0f fours téey work and that their malernity boave is not ﬁ/y e/mzyé fo/‘ them to care fo/‘ their ohililren
at hone,

Tis is relosant to ny wing because it says that women are fome/ o 19t carinp fo/‘ theire fzw/} as well as
téey woulll Uike tos, due o therr career prortes. Hrother reason it is rebovant is because it telle of a certan
bevel of peqple that this concerns,

ﬁl/(a/z& &

The prinary data sggests that the majority, 64%, of peaple think that women are pressurised into choosing
Lherr careers over é«w)y chiliren,
Alis, the mejority, #8%, foel that it ic mostly fool that it is the middle class women that are prossurise the

most,

This liks to the ains of my research because [t proves that women are beirg presswised ito having ohitiren
ater i ﬂfe, Ard that it is m‘s’tfy mididlo-class women that are /o/‘e&s’m(s’e/ o é«w)y chitilren later ix ﬂfe,

The prinary data was useful because it helped me Co recqpnise whether or not my ains were reachable wd ff
Uhey were trae or 10,
However the data was at f/hs’t /om//mat/b because ny /o/%'t ‘s’t«a{y didl nat ée{é me 1o come Co a conolusion adbout ny
ains, This was because [ was not receiving the right type of answers,



The secondary data sugpests that many other socivlipists belleve that women are changing their prioritios i fe
wnd that fé@y are /@/}yx /mfmfm/ nto ﬂéom}y Cheir careers as their top priority i ﬂfa,

This lnks to my researoh because it proves many women fhave to puL Cheir career /@fo/‘e starting a fam@, Dee
Lo not being able o liok after their chiliren at home, instead they are beiy forced into teaving their chiliren
with a chitiminder.

The fww{/a/y data was «wf«/ because it é@{@a/ me 1o prove my /y/ﬂfé@ﬁk and ains fw‘ my project,
However the data was /M//&mﬁb because at f/}ﬁrf [ was wnabte to f/}{/ /}{fw‘mﬁ'o/{ on previos investipation Chat

tad Caken /7/«%,

Loabuation

The typothesis of my project fas beex proved,

[ was able to reach this conclusion beoause my research ol cyﬁwa/ with my /y/ﬂfé@m’ and ée/? me 1o prove 1,
My research methods were suwcessful because after charping many questions ix my pitht questiomaive [ was able
b colect the ripht information to prove my ains and hypothesis,

My typothesis has beer proved] but my research was linited because my research methods were weak i some
areas, for example [ woulll have liked b give my questionnaire G o wider poputation o get the best possibte
resullis, oo [ think that one or two of my questions on my questiomaire colll fave been written ik betler way lo
pel a more detaitod answer,

My research may have boex biased because most of the peapte asked were fron the same commmity and [ thick
that f ([ tad questioned @ wiiler papulation my resutls may have differed dependiyp on which enviconment the
particjponts loed i,

In the future, [ woull inprove the research by trying G get questions out to more peapte and to diffferent
oommun/ties,

Ix conclusion, my project fas /0/‘0#%/ that women are indeed /M&s’m&’e/ nto ﬂém’/}y their career over starting a
fam@ wd fé@/‘afw‘a women are é«w}y women are é«w}yx to choose to have chitilren bater on ix therr oes,

-10 -
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Media artiolos

Lfe Site News, Wedrestay June 2, 2004, Stidy Diseovers’ Women Chaosing Frafessinal Careers aver
Motherhood

Ar-

Home | Previous Page | Print

Source URL: http://www_lifesite.net/ldn/2004/jun/04060204.html

Wednesday June 2, 2004

Study 'Discovers' Women Choosing Professional Careers over
Motherhood

OTTAWA, June 2, 2004 (LifeSiteNews.com) - SEeHESUNEyIESI0ScoveTeaNanNomen
who work are having fewer children and are consciously choosing professional success over

motherhood. The study of 281 professional and managerial working women, found that almost
a third of female professionals and managers had no children and cited the importance of their
work as a factor in that decision. Of the women interviewed, 28% had no children and of those
WheEiaREvECHildreRNeRIVISA7aIREEIMOIEERING] The study found what pro-family activists

have said for years; the declining birth rate represents a threat to economic and social stability.
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However, the researchers at Carleton University's Sprott School of Business, instead
of criticizing a culture that devalues women's traditional roles as wives and mothers, are
blaming governments and organizations for failing to provide flexible work schedules and day
care. Linda Duxbury, one of the study's authors said, "These professional women are making a
conscious decision to limit family size because they know that organizations and government
haven't responded... They used to have the kids and worry about the career later. Now, they're
worrying about the work first."

The study points out also the implications for future economic stability in the seemingly
unstoppable demographic spiral that woman’s choices have started. Canada's birth rate at 1.5
children per couple is in line with that of most of the industrialized world. Even the most
energetic modern economies are expecting disastrous long-term results from an aging
population.

Proponents of the traditional family have long criticized the economic trend that is now
effectively forcing women out of their homes. They point to the consequent disruption of the
family to explain many disturbing modern social developments including high levels of divorce,
teen depression and suicide.

Writer and long-time pro-life, pro-family activist, John Muggeridge, said that the two ideas:
women working full time in professional positions and traditional marriage cannot be made to
mesh. He said, "They've forgotten what marriage really is, its purpose is not simply to provide
recreational activity for people in their off hours." Muggeridge said that the cracks in the social
structure started showing at the very start of the feminist-driven social revolution, with women
complaining that they were doing too much. "Now," he says, "they appear to have chosen and
children have lost. Marriage is a full-time occupation. To attempt to take children out of the
marriage equation and replace them with work is being married to your job rather than to your
husband. It may sound chauvinistic, but it happens, unfortunately, to be true."

National Post coverage of the study:
http://www.canada.com/search/story.html?id=f1bfb321-7f32-458...
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How women’s
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(Hypothesis #376a)

http://www.haroldsplanet.com/daily/ima geé7 Card_HPxxx_shoes -women.gif

Mate /o&@ on @ woman & maix rots, This s one of the maix reasons why womer fee! they have o work, 0 hard o

prove themselres ad lry o work the same amount of hours as mex.
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