The word “clloic” i1 conceptoaliqed as he process of chootiong in meamingful and
importand and dyranic vtuations. The process i1 open 1o 4 sunder of ecwltinal influences in
g ill, among Mhem: ducational practions, my [amily, sligiom, marniage and carnen. There are
4 imler, of bebaviowrsl differemces between variows culbuncs witlin e Caniblean, which. con be
eepliined witlkin & culture Weorstical [pamewsork and gue reason [or e plea o include
ewltural factors in Yo choices | make i L.

My cultinal values alfect To 4 gaal oot the choices made. The T “coltiural valus”
refers To 4 421 of réndings people in socitly comfftr on o 4 myriad of social bbaviowrs. Cortain
prscticns are ramled Lighlyy f ey are perceived. as somebow good o of value 1o e socisty.

AL Afferent points in my L, | comstantly [ind mystl] in 4 position where | bave 4
doict between o or ment allatives. Whetler To ¢t 4 1ertiany education or wot, whetler 1o
become 4 Lawger o1 4 doctor, who would malie 4 good mite s opored 1o who would ot, whether
you cloose 1o e am Advertint on 4 Roman Cutholic. | wmally select the one llornative hat
sitiaffen the yallue compenuns of my cullune or bas & wbjective uallue. For instance, you are only
spost To contimut rtading Wis esshny i you value We Topic and o Hhe Topic it im comemms
Wit the yaluer of your cultune. | one of he twa conditions s ol mel, you should by wow be
Wiliin of doing something elie. So i1 s widond Hhat socicty’s cltwnal valiues alfect To some

eetent e boices we made,



On Hhe it of education, | am eepected 1o @t 4 trtiary cducation after secondary
schooling, an Win ia yallued by sy family and cullunt, i.e. My familsy bighly value 4 wmiversity
o college cducation and cibdnon wansilly mitill Were valies i g bead, cassing me o bave
bias apprasch T other dhoices affter 4 secondany cducation.

The effect of colbonal ualies om Hhe fpmilyy i that | male choices as Yo whether or ol T
eAalliok 4 family, or wen To raine 4 fpmily To Ye morma o s0citly. Offfen Times family
Laders overlook e weeds of Wein [amily To 1atiafy e values of sociely. For eeample, my
[amily's vidion of an ideal family i1 1t 41 4 mdnm, 4 Womdan and dildren Lving Togethen;
Vese ane whal sy (pomilyy valives and dots im B bibd Here concepts of what & fumilsy is To
me. The poiant being ertalblioed fers, i Uhat an | will Tond To develop 4 [amilty wpom Ue
[ousdation o my family's cultural valuss.

The extert 1o which. society's cultinal viliues inflnemce he choicer we made i oun, Lives
in stlaion 1o rligion is common in Mt Caniblean becavae of Hhe widerpriad selection of
religions in e Cariblear sociity and culbint. In Jamaica, the value of religion Lo ligh i e
ciltions and people Tond To make e hoice of 4 witable religion depending on the yalues of Uhe
societyy. Different people in the sociely valiue the religion of diffferent coltunal values becasse of
Uein (pomilly baclgpownd; Hat is, people will prefer the religiom To swhick Whein fumilsy from all
ages belongs.



Therdfore, mading decisions on e inps of importance and with [pr-racking
comgunces it misch more diflficuld than simple muliplication of mumbers and Libelibood of
ueomen. Tis prolally s ont of e riasons why mamy. of sy “lis choicas” ane sagulited by
ewltural morma. I my cultunt, decivions on bow 1o view e world, wlick god To beliwve i,
which proftrion To learn, where To Live and who To marmy, are in [ac, more nflluemced. by the
social and cltunal cortect Wan my individval (personal) deciviom. Cotainly, this bimits
ndividual [peedom. On e other side, Wis also alleviates We burden of comstantly maling
choices whore comequences can larely le overseen.,

When plarming 1o make 4 decision, | am often preocoupied with the domimant motive of
cilitiral valies within my socicty. | make deciaions with the sim of removing e mort
promimet shorlcomings, regardlens of whether te promiment omes are alvo e imporant oner,
or wot. On e strategic bovel, Yin offfer canses an mdffciont aduplation of coiees to
hanging crcumitancts witlin wy socitly and allure. As 4 menlber of society, | react To what
e s0citly appeans To demind (pom me and do not, by mysel]) & Limes, attempt To make e
choice Hhat aluasys 1atinfyy e, bt rather g choicns are influsenced by socicty’s cultiunal vl

The clitiral infflunces of socisty on e dhoicer | made in life are depemdent upon
various [actons, which | bawe brolien down im His exsay wto three [scton.

Prdictabilirty” and “Man-ability” of e ervirorment o1 socitly, im whick | Lve. 11 ia

well lomown Wat cltores Aiffer in Y content o wlick public Ufe, cconomic affping and e



private and social Ul of people are predictable, i predictelilit of Aiffrent splercs of 1l
socitly bave infloonced he wisy in which | madie my choicns. | 4 socidty i completely
predictable, ters i1 1ot msch complesity im e extont To which 100ity's culturdl values affect
e dloices | made becasnse Yere will be noutiniged solutioms avaidable for all binds of choices.

Expore, Uis Lo, te degree 1o which a4 cullune sguines and promotes experiences in
Aiffrent ancan of decivion mading, Exposne masy e nelited 1o the accomrtalility of e socicty,
bt 1 may alse be 4 function of demirant value 1ystims nectssiry 1o promote eeposnt. For
innitanct, bighly ndividualint culitunss promete mdeperdence smd slfreliance. Therdfore,
billdran, juveniles and adolescerts will be Likely 1o be comfported with differnt binds of
Aecinion malking, which s nffluenced by tein s0cisty's cultinsl vali, I growing wp | bave
collected experionces witkin my 1ocicty and e deciaioms or coicns | made, iffforent srategic
approscher and with e comequances o poor dhoices. i bighlyy Collectiviat cltunc, o the
ther band, e valine 1ystim promotes oledience smd confformity 1o the norma of he im-grovp.
i situstions of choice, mdiwiduals will be Guwon advice om what 1o do amd Here will be role
models 1o follow. Therdore, eeposne 1o and individual experience with is Type of decision
midiong will be Limited.

Differemces in Individualion and Collectiviom ane bbby To also influence e way in
which | made my cloices. 11 ban offers beem descriled bow Individuslivtic culiunts seimfrce riok
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Collectiviat culturns porsonal bemelits ane les valued 3f) thers im e group sffer o1 3 sacisty
oriented values ane endamgered. Thertfor, inn Collectiviat cullunts sa 4 decivion maden, | froceed
more cartlullly amd should pasy paator attntion To the social implications of dhoicer i my
tfe

Wil respect 1o exposure, the amount of ackooling bave slso been an important [pcton.
However, the ways of Teaching ane critical. I Larming at aclool is equated To initilling
lnnowledge of reptiFion of prefabnicated solutiom, Mhere will be only Limited developmert of

Power distance and social bisnanchey. Mese well bhamown collinsl dimemsions are lso be
s Biall i shaping He wisys of decivion or hoice making im my life. Attempits To make 4
decinion onlsy makke sermae whem | am Guon suffficiont “lewss”, ol only To made & 1eries of
dhoicts, bt o To bring tem 1o work. The wotion of “control Span’ captons tis ide. High
power distamce culturns are more Lielyy To Limid the control span o ndividusls ot om Top of
Ve Licranclsy and s bamper mdividual dhoice wationg rathen Whan promoting 2. Thia does
it mtan Hat ligh power distance mecrrranily slts in poor choice making, bowewer, the
trategies will be diffrend,

As 4 member o Hhe Jamsican rociety when mading dhoices, | will pay attention 1o
porsibly adverse social implications of my choicts and s, therdore ratlen comewative or vivk
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[1 0 ot the punrpore of Wi ersisy 1o develop 4 ullyy ewolued model of culunal infflunce
on Uhe clloices | madie i sy Life. 11 Blemits 1o argue Ual choice madiong, bing wniversally
reguined, i1 wevothelers Lliely T vany cromr-cullunally and individustly. In Looking om choice
madiong, | aclomowledge Win (orsilility and pay alention 1o colturdl infflusnces om and cullune
variction om decivion making.

The wiasys i wlich | e sy chlosices i g life are inndeed mfliserced by cultuns
(pctorns. Culttune plas 4 digmilficart role in e way | make choicns, ar i1 oreates vepomme
Unough: vallue systems, which alfect sy (amilsy, educalion, mamiage, carter and religion.

Secondly, there ane rearona 1o lelieve that there ane cultine-specific dhoice malking styles
Uat ane developed. according o e [umctional requirements of e socisty to whick | belons,
Diffremce im poredictability bave led 1o difffremces im decisivemens o “sirenglh’ of my choica.
[ gy cultint - e Jamaican cltune wold be am ecample: | bnow Hhat Were ane Lifffrences in
predictalility between variows domains of Lifle (between, (jor imitance, public Lfe and 10cial
Lle). Cultune differemces in power distance bave worled im 4 vimilan mammen im shaping Hhe
why i whick | wake dhoices in my Lie.

i conclsion, i1 ban smaintd 4 Task (o [stunt imcorporation of cultural [actors inta
therwine personal. [pors im e seliion, impact and etent To whick society's culturdl valies
alfect e cbices | e, 11 will smaio Hal k1 & b being, i madiing choices, | am lighly

nfluenced by cwltunal valus. | gt wolved i s0cial 4linities im my 10ty and show real



bebavior, mate real choices and offten, ral emotions and W, in 4 way allow 4 glimpae on

altore 41 work.



