Chapter 1                                  THE WRITER IS LUKE HE IS A DOCTOR 

THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST FORETOLD

It was the time of KING HEROD the king of Judea.ZECHARIAH was a priest.He was chosen by lot to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense.(according to the custom of the priestly hood)Zechariah and Elizabeth are both descendants of Aaron , Elizabeth was barren at that time. Then an angel of the Lord, called Gabriel appeared to him standind at the right side of the altar of the incense.Zechariah's prayer has been heard his barren wife is to bear a child for him and he is to call the child John.John is never to take wine or other fermented drink and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth.He was to bring the people of israel back to the Lord their God.Zechariah doubted the angel's word. He asked the angel how can I be so sure of this?I am an old man and my wife is well along the years. The angel said to Zechariah that he will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens because he did not believe the angel's words. Later on when he came out the people were surprised why he could not speak but then they realized he had a vision. After this his wife became pregnant and for 5 months she remained in seclusion.

THE BIRTH OF JESUS FORETOLD

 In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazereth, a town in Galilee to a virgin pledged to be married to a man called joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. The angel told mary she has found favor in the Lord. She will be with a child by the Holy Spirit. She is to name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the son of the most high. The Lord will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.Mary was troubled at his words but the angel said to her that even her relative Elizabeth who is going to have a child at an advanced age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with God.  VERSE 38 Mary answered “I am the Lord's servant. May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her.

MARY VISITS ELIZABETH

Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill coutry of Judea ,where she entered zechariah's home and greeted elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting the baby in her womb leaped for joy. Elizabeth said to Mary that she is blessed because she believed what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished. Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home.

THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

When Elizabeth's baby was born her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child(IT IS A CUSTOM FOR JEWISH BABIES TO CIRCUMCISE ON THE EIGHT DAY)they were going to name him after his father Zechariah. VERSE 60 but his mother spoke up and said,“ No! He is to be called John.” But they said to her there is no one among your relatives who has that name. So they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. Zechariah asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone's astonishment he wrote John. Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, and he began to speak, praising God. The neighbors were filled with awe, and throughout the country of judea people were talking about all these things.VERSE 66 Everyone who heard about this wondered about it, asking , “ what then is this child going to be?” For the Lord's hands was with him.

ZECHARIAH'S SONG

zechariah prophesied that John will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him. And John grew and became strong in spirit;and he lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel.

CHAPTER 2 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first censusthat took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to register. Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.Mary who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child went there with him to register. While they were there the time came for the baby to be born. VERSE 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

THE SHEPHERDS AND THE ANGELS 

 Out in the fields nearby there were shepherds keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them. The angel told them that IN VERSE 11 Today in the town of David a saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. The angel told them that they will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. (THAT WAS THE SIGN TO THEM)VERSE 13 Suddenly a great company of heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God ang saying VERSE 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”When the angels had gone the shepherds hurried off and found it just as the angel said.they found Mary and joseph and the baby in the manger. When they had seen it they speard the word concerning what had been told to them about this child and all who heard were amazed by what the shepherds had said to them. IN VERSE 19 But Mary treasured all these things and ponderedthem in her heart. 

JESUS PRESENTED IN THE TEMPLE

 On the eighth day Jesus was circumcised and named Jesus. After the purification according to the law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. IN VERSE 23 (as it is in the law of the Lord every firstborn male is to be consecratedto the Lord.)VERSE 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” SIMEON was righteous and devout.he was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was with him. It was revealed to him that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. He blessed them and praised the Lord. Then he said to Mary “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that many hearts will revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too. There was also the phophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanue, of the tribe of Asher. She was married was seven years and then became a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. She came to them and gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. After they have done everything they returned Galilee to their town of Nazareth. IN VERSE 40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and grace of God was upon him.

THE BOY JESUS AT THE TEMPLE

According to their custom when jesus was twelve years old,they went up to Jerusalem for the feast of the passover. After the feast was over, while his parents were returning home, Jesus left behind. They were unaware of it by the time they realize it they already traveled a day long. They began to look for him but he was no where to be found so they returned to the temple in Jerusalem.   After three days they found him in the temple courts sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. Eeveryone who hear him was amazed at his  answers.when they saw him they were astonished. His mother asked him why did he treated them that way? Jesus answered, “Why were you searching for me?” He asked. Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house? But he did not undertand what he was saying to them. Then they went down to Nazareth and Jesus was obedient to them. Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.

Chapter 3

JOHN THE BAPTIST PREPARES THE WAY

In the fifteen year of the reign of Tiberius Ceasar-when Pontius Pilate was governer of Judea, Herold tetrarchof Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene- during the high priest of Annas and Caiaphas, the word  came to John so of Zechariah in the desert. John went into all the country around Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentancefor the forgiveness of sins. (it was prohesied in the book of Isaiah the prophet.IN VERSE 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees,and every tree thet does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.(A symbolic way of saying that judgment is near, for those who give no evidence of repentance. FIRE. As a symbol of judgment.)

