Okﬁ'ective - xamine the ethical issues in the stucly by LoFtus and Fa]mer‘
To debate on the ethical issues in this stucly‘

Task I~

Fick any two ethical issues and discuss them. (aive examples for each.

Task 2~

Out]ine any ethical issues found in the stucly conducted by Lo?tus and Fa]mer‘

Task i~

Kigl‘nt to withdraw means that the Participant may choose to leave or
“withdraw” from the exPeriment at any given Point of time. |t is entire]g their
choice and tl‘neg must not be forced into ComPIeting the exPeriment Tl‘ne
Participants’ reason to withdraw may vary from Persona] gami]g emergency to

objecting to what the exPeriment Is testing‘
I:or examP]e:

Thereisan exPeriment conducted which is taking Place, Jane has
decided to volunteer for it. This exPeriment is testing the effect that caffeine
has on the brain. Ha]gwag tl‘nrougl‘n the exPeriment Jane feels drowsg and asks

to leave. Jane reserves the “rigl‘nt to withdraw” and is therefore allowed to leave.

Sophie signs up ata local university as a volunteerfor a Psgchologica]

exPerimcnt, [However, the next da9 she discovers the exPeriment is Eeing held in



a different city. She has no available transport and has the “right to withdraw”

therefore she takes her name off the list.

E_quitahle Treatn1ent~

Equitab]c treatment is when all Participants who take part in the
cxPerimcnt are treated equa”g‘ chardlcss of their race, skin color, heritagc,

financial stabi]itg, ect..

Examp]e:

Ron took part in a research held in the West |ndies. FCOPIC of all cultural
Eackgrounds were asked to Participate‘ [However, as the exPeriment

Progressed Ron realized that the locals were Eeing treated better than the
?oreigners‘ This is NOT equitable treatment.

[Hannah is a thirteen year old student. She was selected to take partina
psychological experiment held by her school, testing memory. Students of all
ages were present. [ veryone, regardless of their age was given equitable
treatment. | his means they were all considered and sPoken to just as the

Person Eeicore or aicter them was sPoken to.

Task 2 —

Violation of Frotcction of Farticipants



Frotection of Participants is a core ethical issue which is violated in the
stud9 conducted }39 | oftus and Fa]mer, Tl‘ne video CIiP of the caraccident
shown to the Participants may have had a traumatizing effect or negative
Psgcl‘nologica] imPact on the viewers. Frotection of Participants was not
considered as the details of the video were not disclosed Prior to the viewing.
Tl‘neregore, the exPerimenters did not know whether or not a negative imPact
could take Place on the Participants, Likewise, the Participants did not have the
oPPortunit9 to withc}raw, which tl‘neg migl‘nt have done had tl‘neg known a CIiP of a

traumatizing accident was going to be shown.



