Laptops are Useful for Academics
Laptops are useful for students in many ways. There are some downpoints as well but the benefits far outweigh these downpoints. These benefits include-
Often it is not possible to have all the required data on a subject within the school library. In such cases having a laptop with internet access can be very useful because on the internet can be used to access websites that have the required information. These websites could include Wikipedia, Google and Bing. These sites either provide study materials like past examination papers or otherwise they provide links to where these past papers can be found.
Laptops can be used instead of notebooks for making classroom notes and for both classwork and homework. This would definitely reduce the amount of paper used. In fact instead of students being forced to carry many heavy books to and from school they could all be made to carry only their laptops which contain their textbooks in the same format as that of an eBook. This would not just bring down the amount of paper used but also the cost of buying textbooks because soft copies are less expensive to produce because of the fact that there is no printing cost for making soft copies.
Students are at times required to do school projects, the projects done on laptops or computers are generally neater than those done by hand and when handwritten projects are required to be formatted the whole project or at least the pages that requires even one change need to be redone. However projects done on the computer, which have a soft copy, can just be edited at the required places. When working on team projects the work can be sent between the group of people working on the project via email.
Also when students are required to attend conferences like the round square MUN outside their school a lot of time and money is wasted. This extra time and money that was spent on travelling can be saved if the contestants were to use their laptops for video conferencing. 
Some people may feel that laptops may be misused by students to watch or listen to inappropriate media or to play inappropriate games. However it is possible to restrict the viewing or the play of such games by adding parental controls to the laptop.
Some people may feel that the laptop is very expensive, that may be so but the laptop is more than worth its initial investment. Therefore it is possible to conclude that the laptop is a useful for students.
