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[s the Internet ¥ Useful or €vil Tool?

With it’s billions of pages that are available to anyone; I believe that the
Internet is the most interesting and educational tool available today.
However it has its advantages and its disadvantages, which I am going to
examine in the course of this piece of work.

The Internet was set-up by the Pentagon in 1957 and was run by
the Advance Research Projects Agency. The main purpose was so that
the data held on the computers at the Pentagon could survive a nuclear
attack, by being downloaded to other remote computers not affected by
such an attack. Throughout time this changed when the Internet was
made available to more and more people.

One of the main uses of the Internet today is “Electronic Mail”.
This has been researched and has been found to reduce the amount of
postal mail. Surveys say that Postal Mail will be a thing of the past in the
not too distant future. Even now Postal Mail is described as “Snail Mail”.

This will cut jobs in this service and people will be unemployed. This
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could eventually make it more expensive to send a document by postal
mail, as it would be very rare.

Another device on the Internet is “Chat Rooms.” However there
are dangers with chat rooms too. Sometimes unscrupulous adults make
contact with young people and arrange to meet, intending to harm the
young people in some way, usually sexually. Recently this has
highlighted in a episode of “Coronation Street,” and a young girl was on
her way to the airport to fly to America to meet a boy she had made
contact with via a chat room. Also her parents had no idea where she was

I know that many argue that the Internet is very educational; I
believe that the Internet is too educational. For example I went to a
search page and typed in how to make a bomb. It came back with
hundreds of pages telling me how to build any type of bomb, by using
household materials! From this you can see that the Internet is not the
sort of tool that you would like your children and family members
having. Also it is illegal to have this information on your computer and
so then the Internet is a dangerous tool in the hand of evil and
unscrupulous people.

As you can see, there are a lot of nasty things on the Internet. This

is because no company or government owns the Internet. Because of this,
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there are no rules of the Internet. If there was some form of government
body the Internet will be a safer place to “Surf.”

There also are a lot of crimes on the Internet. People who are
called HACKERS do this. They electronically break or hack into your
computer, without you knowing or without your permission. Then they
will steal or destroy your information. Either way it works out for your
loss and their benefit. For example; if you buy something by orderin g it
off the Internet, you have to pay with your a credit card. The hackers
watch you entering the bank details or have it sent to them. Then they
use this data to buy things off the Internet and you pay for it. Many
people have set a very unpleasant shock when they receive their bank
statement.

A recent study reveals that 75% of the Internet material is
pornographic. This shows how evil the Internet has become over the past
number of years. Even worse is how easy it is for a child to get access to
this information. Also the innocent sounding addresses for these web
sites are making the problem worse. For example the address

www.fun.com/ could lead a child to a site that they shouldn’t be entering.

On the other hand the Internet is very functional. For example
when I am doing my coursework, all I have to do is type in the keyword,

for example Sabbath and then appears is the answer or articles about the
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Sabbath. It’s great for learning. You can get tips for learning and still if
you are really stuck you can e-mail a teacher from anywhere in the world
and they may be able to help.

Surely nobody could argue that the Internet is not good for finding
family relations all over the word. For example in response to a query |
searched for “Mc Callion” and found the family crest in seconds and a
story of the family history I then used this to create mass booklets with
the family crest on the cover. Then I used this, and printed out on a large
page the Family Crest! Also I found a second cousin of mine who lives
in Canada. He is interested in all the same things as I am and we keep in
touch via E-Mail. If I hadn’t had access to the Internet and used it in a
positive way we would know each other.

However the main advantage is online shopping. The Internet has
a vast selection of shops that have great discount. Because you are not
restricted on how far you can travel the world is at your fingertips, and
because an Internet shop doesn’t need premises or staff. So the shop can
sell the products at a cheaper price. You also have a large selection of
products from all around the world. For example I could order DVD
Movies from America, before they come available in the UK. And also
the price would work out to be cheaper too. I consider this aspect of the

Internet to be a great advantage to everyone.
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A survey has show, that children with the Internet are watching 4.5

hours less TV every week. Lustead they are on the Internet and reading
what is on the monitor, and so is increasing their reading skills and at the
same time they are learning to use the computer.
Another study has shown that 33.7% of people aged between 16-18 find
it easier to talk to people over the Internet than face -to-face talking. They
can discuss problems in confidence that either party knows the other
family. It is an easy way of making new friends by finding each other in
a chat room then getting to know each other better. There have been a lot
or marriages over the past 3 years resulting from people meeting on the
Internet. These programmes can also translate languages so you could
make friends with a German speaking person, or a French speaking
person. You can even talk to people of different religions than you easier
than you could talk face-to-face with them.

Furthermore the Internet would be great for house bound people.
They could go onto the Internet and talk to other via e-mail or instance
messages. They could explore the outside world. They could go to a web
site and watch a web cam that shows what is happening at a school or
town with sound. This could make the person feel happier as they know
what the outside world is like, and keep them from feeling cut-off from

society.



Thomas Mc Hugh,
121,
English Coursework

The main feature of the Internet is that it is easy to use. To get
onto the Internet all you have to do is double click on the icon and it rings
the Internet provider and you are connected. Then you type the address
of the web site into the white address bar and that’s it. This is much
easier than looking at lots of books and sheets. All the information is at a
touch of a button.

Another great point is that you can download great pieces of
software for really low prices or even for free. It’s an excellent way of
keeping your computer up-to-date. The downloadable software can show
you how to make a cup of tea or how to build a computer for less than
half the cost, of going to the nearest computer store and buying one.

Although this software doesn’t sound like cash in the pocket, there
are lots of companies that will pay you cash by using their service. For
example there is a company called Cash Fiesta, which pays for using the
Internet. All we have to do is to have a bar along the top of our screen
that plays advertisements, and we receive a percentage of the money that
the advertisers paid the company Cash Fiesta for showing it. It’s a great
and simply way of making cash. I have received money from them; it
really is getting something for nothing!

The Internet improves the facilities, which our computers offer. It

gives the computer a connection to every other computer in the world,
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and even to some in space! People would describe it as, “A connection to
the outside world.” Without the Internet there would be no other way of
updating your computer to make it faster and better. Without it the only
method of sending a letter would be by post or fax, unlike e-mail, which
is instant, a person could get in letter in less than three seconds.

In conclusion I would like to say that I believe that the Internet is
great, and I am an avid user of it. It gives us the chance to explore the
places we never been before, we could have a visit to China then a visit to
America; the possibilities are endless. You could have a relationship with
someone who doesn’t even speak your language and have more friends.
You could earn money by having fun; it’s much better than hard work. A
teacher can even teach you over the Internet! Although the Internet has
its bad points; it is very useful in other ways. If only there was a
government to look after the Internet it would be a safer place to learn. 1
believe it is a most exciting invention and I cannot imagine my life

without it.



