what s the impact of tourisim on Grassington?

Introductlon

Lo abming to find out how tourlsm has affected a honey pot
such as Grassington. A honey pot Ls a popular tourist of special
interests that appeals to and tourists in large numbers. Generally nice
scenery, good facilities or climate § culture are wmajor factors
Lmportant to honey pots. At peak times they may become crowdted and
congested, suffering form noise and Litter pollution.  Grassington is
in an English Natlonal Park. Map (A) shows the Location of
qrassington.

There ave thirteen national parks in England; Law protects them
all. They're owned by the landowners and protected by the Local
authorities. National parks are
made so because of several lmportant
factors such as Landforms, ecology
or geology to name a few. The
purpose of natlonal parks is to
preserve and enhance the natural (A)
wildlife, beau’cg and cultural
heritage for future generations; they
ave protected from any future
developments by English law.
Awnother abm of the national park
authorities is to help people enjoy and
wnderstano the special qualities of Map taken from http://www.grassington.net/index.htm
these paries.

Grassington Ls found in North Yorkshire tn the Pennine
Uplands, in the Yorkshire dales national park. People flock to the
national parie for all kinds of outdoor activities and for stuffy. Many
go for sightseeing or hiking and climbing. There are many other
attractions n the dales such as the Limestone scenery, whieh would
attract sightseers; caves, Bolton abbey and Melham cove are some
examples of attractions. The Yorkshire dales is also a place for a
Largely city based population to have the opportunity to explore open
and attractive countryside.

Chart (B) shows a profile of the Yorkshire Dales.

Location of Grassington

(B) (tem Statistic Data Source

Total Park Aren 1772 sg.kem
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NPA estbmate from

Restdent population 1991 12,500
PP 99 (Census)

NYycc revised wald-

Restoent population 1999 20,167 enr estinente

No of settlements with 1,000+

, 3 1991 Census
population 99

Site of special sclentific interest |505.7€3 so km (28%

English Nature
(sssl) of NP) o .

o
Natlonal Nature Resen/es

(NN®R)
Hericage I R
Scheduled Ancient
Monusments I R

11.6 sq.km English Nature

Conser/ation Aveas NPA
Y —

Listed Bulldings
Grade | 15

Recovds
o

Clsted Bulldinos
Grade 11* o9 0

Recovds
o
Grade Il 1715 Listed Buildings

v
Recovds

Rt .
Public footpaths 1459.43 ki YD Pefinitive Map

Public bridleway YD Definitive Map
Other Public Rights of wa YD Definitive Map

. AlL Parikes visttor
Doy visitors 4670
sunvey 1994
) L, AlL Parikes visttor
Staying visitors 54%
Survey 1994
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Map (C) shows a map of the Yorkshive dales

Swaledale
Recth m

Living bn a national park, Like all
places prosg cons. Many people enjoy Living
n the pleasant surroundings and the
peacefulness, but during peak times the parks
and thelr honey spots are very crowded.
Looking at the table above we can see that the
resident population bn the Yorkshire dales has
incrensed vecently. However it seems most of these
people Live tn small, isolated villages or Ln very remote places,
as there are only 3 settlements with a population over 1000. Taking
bnto accownt the dales has a total parie aven of 1772 sq. ki and in the
year 1999 had a resident population of 20,167, we can work out there
ls an avernge of arounol €2 sq. we per person Living in the dales.

This says something about the way of Life the locals have, they
would seev to be used to thelr space and privacy. Many of the locals
Wil own Land and farm the land. 28% of the national park is
desigwnateol a site of speclal sclentific lnterest, along with the 11.6 <q.
o of national nature reserve, u can see what could possibly attract
visitors. They possibly come as day-trippers, which account for 4&% of
visitors to the park, who are here to soak up some of the views and
perhaps have a peaceful walk. Heritage and cultural interest may
attract some Visitors to stay a few 0{&%3 (54 % of visitors), crenting the
need for hotels/bgbs, already an effect of tourism.

[ will answer the essay question by collecting primary data
from a field visit to Grassington. | will conduct surveys on:

Sedbergh
o

W Aysgarih Falls

Cumbria

Lower
Wensleydale

Ribblesdale

Malham
L Grassingfon

Malhamdale Lower

Wharfedale

1. Footpath erosion, footpaths must get eroded over thme by excessive
use of visitors, most footpaths in the dales are just tracks, they
are not made to support Large vaunbers of visitors.

2. An environmental bmpact assessment on at Least four separate
sites to assess how tourtsm has affected the environment,
number of Litter bins, rubbish and wotse pollution.

2. A car park survey, to assess how congestion problems are solved
n the town.

4. Aland use survey to see Lf tourlsm has affected the influx of
new business and tn what way.
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[ will also use some secondary data from the nternet,
Photographs or textbooks. The secondary data will allow e to make
visual comments on photos, such as Po’m’c’m@ out PoLLu’cLow and also
allow me to use tables, Like table (b), to provide a backgrownd to the
area and its problems.

Data Collectlon

(n this sectlon [ will explain how and what data | collected to find
out how tourism has affected Grassington. This will help wme answer
the Question; what Ls the bmpact of towrism on Grassington? On
Wednesday the 7 July 2004, our group of 1& visited Grassington.
We went t to flnd out what the impact of tourlsm on Grassington is.
we visited Grassington to collect data on the e following things:

Land use in the center of Grassington
Environmental lmpact

Paring in the town center

Footpath erosion

*wpore

we Looked at Land use to see how tourists haol affected land use and
the proportion of buildings for tourist or residential use.

The environmental lmpact assessment is use to determine the
bmpact of visitors on Grassington, using the effects of noise, Litter and

visual pollution as well as traffic congestion.

The parking survey was to flno out the effect of tourists and thelr
vehieles L the town, such as extra cov parks or gecw’utg gteetera.

The footpath evosion survey Lookeod at the effects off tourists
walking on footpaths we were there to measure and Asses the erosion

caused and also sees Uf Ut varied tn some arens and why.

[ have chosen to write up the following surveys:
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1. Bnvironmental mpact Assessment - [ chose this, as it seems
a good way of comparing one site to another and assessing,
the differences between them and finding out the causes of
these differences.

2. Parking Sunvey - this seems a good way to assess how tourist
and their cars have affected the local way of Life and their
surroundings.

2. Footpath Swrvey - This would help answer the concerns that
Lavge nuubers of tourist can erode and dawmage the footpaths.

Footpatla Survey

As | mentioned before, this survey will assess the bupact of Large
numbers of Visitors on the paths and footpaths in the countryside. On
popular footpaths erosion can take place generally and in places that
tourists may congregate and gather together, causing the footpaths to
wear away considerably in
a short amount of tivme anol
ln a condensed area. |
think tourist arve the main
cause of the evosion but it is
probable that; Locals will
contribute tn some way or
form.

The erosion can be set
dowwn tn four separate
stages, first there is
meadow grass whieh Ls
Llush, green and even
eventually this is worn down and the affected area turns though
tougher Broad leafed plants, thew the plants and grass start to die off,
finally leaving exposed sotl, which is easy to erode.

We chose a footpath, heading towards Grasswood, which runs
along the edge of the River Wharfe and s a very popular footpath with
visitors. The path runs along the R. wWharfe next to Lenton Falls and
it Leadls to the major car park at Calvend. The completion of this survey
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will hopefully help me answer the question of how has the tmpact of
tourisim affecteo Grassington

We measure o 100m section of footpath spilt into twenty
transects as we did not have enough thme to measure every bit of the
footpath. we collected data every tem meters. A transect is a section in
this example it Ls every 1om.

There were 16 i my group. Bvery 10m, using pleces of string,
we collected data.

Footpatln

W\_’/\—J\w

I
100m

The string was placed across the footpath and pulled tight. The string,
which was used as a maviker, as Lt had lkewnots every socm this s where
we wmeasureo the depth of the erosion across the path.

String

T Cross-section of
footpath

We chose this method to as it allowed us to effectively measure the
evoston of the path and see if it was even or concentrated in certain
areas. We recorded the results on a data sheet. wWe split
into pairs and we each did one section of the survey, we
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then swapped data with other pa’ws so we had a complete data sheet.
This Ls some people swapping thelr results.

Environmental mpact Assessiment

This survey s to assess how tourlsm has affected the
Grassington i environmental and pollutional ways. This Ls to
determineg the lmpact on visitors on Grassington.  wWe chose the
following 5 sites as they ave tn different parts of the town allowing us
to malkee better comparisons and conclusions by using a wide variety
of sources.

Towwn Head

The square

Town end 9station Ra § Woool Lane)
Colvend Car Park

Wwood Lane

W p R

we decloled that if Grassington had been affected there would
almost be sure signs of it ln the environment; 1 declde that these coulol
be classified into two types. There ave the first hand effects example
Litter, evosion of footpaths and then the responses to these effects such
as the presence of Litter bins and netting over footpaths to help prevent
EVosSLOW.

\We vated the sites n four different categories, these were

Litter

Nolse

Traffic Congestion
Vvisual Pollution

> WoR
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They were marked using the following scale

Scoring: 1=Very Poor, 2=Poor, 2=reasonable, 4 =cood, 5=Very Goott

Coy pa rieling survey

Every car that is brought tnto Grassington affects the local way of Life
by:
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neveasing traffic noise and pollution levels (these are also
nssessed L the ELA).

Encouraging small, Local vonds to be weade wider and for scenic
areas to be twrned Lnto car parks.

nereastng congestion Ln the centre of the village

Putting pressure on car parks and therefore encouraging
parking on roadsides, which Ls both damaging to the wildlife and
also unsightly

Some of these polnts will be assessed in the EIA, however | am
now golng to study the parking aspeets of cars and the bmpact they
have on the envivonment. This survey will assess the tmpact of
visitors and thelr cars on the voads, car parks and local way of Life tn
the town.

The car parks we chose to survey were:

Colvend car park
Wood lane car park
The square

Towwn head

Hwpoe

In the town the centre ave small and narrow, they are obviously only
designed for Local traffic. This could cause problems as it could cause
congestion tn the villager. Heavy god s vehicles or conches, busses
could cause further problems in the village. Residents may get
annoyed with the visitor for several veasons, such as parking on grass
verges and the tnereased conpetition for parking spaces. The survey
will Look at badly or illegally parked vehicles ano will look at the use
of designated car parks.
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Presentation of my results
Foot path eroston survey

To effectively demonstinte the Level of erosion at the different
sites on the footpath | am going to create an tndividual graph for each
site.

[ an golng to present the data tn a scatter graph where the points
a joined by smooth Lines. However | am golng to make the graph so
that on the level of erosinon scale the level of erosion DPECREASES as
the scal goes UPWARDS. This will mean we will have a cut view of
this section of path.

€.

Imaginary footpath cross-section

.. D
/
gg_m ~/

—

Measurment Number

N

To supplement this I will also produce another grapth for each tansect of the footpath,
this grath will be to make accurate readings from the grapth.
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Levels of erosion on an imaginary
transect of a path
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