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Large Central Business Districts and their Sphere of influence

Introduction

Why has this topic been chosen?

The subject of my coursework is linked to the settlement topic which is
what we do in Geography GCSE.

The coursework is based on Newcastle’s Central Business District
(CBD). Newecastle is a vibrant friendly city with a heritage spanning the
past 2,000 years. Situated in the North-East of England on the banks of
the river Tyne and surrounded by the scenic beauty of Northumbria.

Newcastle was a centre for commercial enterprise and inventiveness,
many trades and industries brought prosperity to the town including

locomotive building and mining.

Metro Center

The Metro Centre was built in October of 1995. Located in Gateshead,
the massive shopping mall has the widest variety of shops you can find
in the whole of the UK. The metro centre has 330 shops such as
Debenhams and Marks and Spencer. There is also the “New Metro
Centre”, Europe’s biggest indoor theme park, shopping is a major part
of city’s being built. I believe the shopping centre attracts a lot of
tourists that go to Newcastle because of the huge range of things to do
for everyone.

Sphere of influence

The sphere of influence is the area served by a settlement. Sometimes
called its catchments area or hinterland. There is a minimum amount of
people needed to support a service e.g. a shop, so that it remains
profitable. An example, it’s on average 100 000 people required for a
large sized shop, and 50 000 for a medium sized one. That is why big
companies place their shops that sell high order goods in the city center,
because the shop sells high order goods such as TVs and furniture,



people travel greater distances to shop there. This gives the city a large
sphere of influence.

Investigation

My investigation is to find why Newcastle has such a large sphere of
influence. I believe it is because there is a high number of a shop and
offices in the CBD so therefore people travel further to go there.
However, I believe that the sphere of influence is not only for shopping
and work, people from all over the world travel to Newcastle for its
vibrant nightlife and fantastic football team. There is almost certainly
something for everyone in Newcastle; therefore it also makes a great
tourist attraction. My data that I will use to find if it is truly a large
sphere of influence will be completely random, this avoids all chances of
bias and increases the accuracy of a fair investigation. I will be splitting
up the CBD into three transects, these three transects are main streets.

Data collection method

How will it be done? Justification for doing
this method.

Pedestrian Count On each transect I will | This count does not
complete 2 pedestrian | directly answer a key




counts. On the streets
I will face down the
street and count how
many people go past
for a certain amount
of time (specified
later), then I will face
the other direction
and see how many
people are traveling in
the other direction of
the street. This will
apply for all the
streets.

question but helps me
to establish an idea
why Newcastle has
such a large SOI
(Sphere of influence),
for example a lot of
the people on the
street would be there
for that particular
transect, it would also
be useful to find out
which transect is
busier.

Land use transect

On each transect I will
complete a land-use
transect. The land-use
transect will be done
by mapping out what
kind of building there
is, such as a store,
restaurant etc, and
drawing it on the
street. This will also be
completed for all the
transects.

This will be done to
give me an idea how
many or little amounts
of one kind of building
there is. This will show
the spread of the types
of building there is on
the transects.

Questionnaires

Questionnaire will be
done by asking
random pedestrians
he questions on the
questionnaires while
showing them the
available answers, so
their reply is fair.

This is probably one
of the most important
forms of data
collecting, as it will
definitely give me and
understanding why
people are visiting the
CBD and anything
that effect them
visiting, e.g. places to
sit.

Environment Survey

To do the environment
survey we chose which
was the best score that

This backs up why
people would want to
visit that area, or not




sorted the in the case of negative
environment, e.g. if we | reports, e.g. crime and
thought the street attractiveness.

looked ugly we would
choose a number that
was closet to the
description

Data analysis

Table interpretations on the map of Newcastle Gateshead.

Table 1

Table 1 had the highest total pedestrian count (367 in total), the second
count was higher (by 7) than the first count. This shows that Transect 1,
Northumberland Street, was the busiest street in that day. I believe this
is because of all the shops and this relates to why The CBD has a high
SOL.

Table 2




Table 2 has the lowest total Pedestrian count (90 in total). This shows
that this street was the least busy of the three transects, this is logical as
this street had the lowest amount of shops and popular services.

Table 3

Table 3 has the median total pedestrian count (125 in total) this shows
that the street must have had some services that the general public use,
with a higher shop count than transect 2, it is logical to assume that it is
more popular because of its shop count. This seems to suggest that the
greater number of shops, the greater the population of pedestrians there
is.

How often do people visit Newcastle?

How often do people visit the CBD in
Transect 1

O Everyday

m 2-3 times a week
O Once a week

O Once a fortnight
® Once a month

O Less often
W Other




This graph shows that the majority of people visit the CBD once a week
or 2-3 times a week. This shows that that transect is very popular.

How often do people visit the CBD in
Transect 2

m Everyday

m 2-3 times a week
0 Once a week

O Once a fortnight
m Once a month

m Less often

m Other

This graph shows that this individual transect is extremely popular
because the vast majority of pedestrians questioned, visited that
transects 2-3 times a week. I believe this could be because of all the
services it offers.

How often do people visit the CBD in
Transect 3

O Everyday

m 2-3 times a week
0O Once a week

0 Once a fortnight
m Once a month

@ Less often
m Other

This transect was not as popular; however it still had a high majority
that visited the CBD often. This shows that the more services a CBD
offers the greater the SOI is.



Mode of transport

The ability to get to a place and the ease of it increases the chances of
more people visiting that place. Newcastle itself has a wide range of
transport options the most popular probably being public transport, it’s
easier and also cheaper than but not as convenient as private.



Mode of transport

@ car

m bus

O train/metro
O walk
mcycle

O other

The graph shows the majority of pedestrians questioned got to the CBD
by means of public transport (bus and metro). This shows that at that
time the people that were questioned got probably the easiest means of
transport, and with buses and metros increasing, the amount of people
that could get into the CBD from greater distances increase.

Data interpretation

What is the range of shops and services on offer?

The land use in Newcastle’s CBD is large and varied. The variation
includes:

e Comparison shops

e Food shops

e Specialist shops



Financial serves
Estate agents
Health services
Convenience shops
Pubs

Clubs
Restaurants
Cafes

Household Shops
Cinemas

Legal services

Out of the range of shops, the most common is comparison shops,
however, health services and entertainment ranges this is because they
take up much more space and are expensive to setup.

Larger land uses are unique to the CBD like Marks and Spencer
and Specialist Clothes shops. These are unique because they are not
usually found in small towns and villages.

These unique land uses are found in the CBD because of low land
prices. Also because Newcastle has a very good accessibility and
therefore easy to get to.

The threshold population contributes to this. Land use does vary
between the 3 transects for example, Northumberland street and is a
prime location, has larger shops and it’s the most expensive out of the 4
streets to rent. Grey Street is the least busy according to the pedestrian
count but it’s much busier with cars. Grey Street does not have many
comparison shops and more specialist shops, some of the land use of
these transects are not found such as, universities, colleges, hospitals or
football grounds.

There is an almost definite link between land use and pedestrian
count. I believe this is because there are a lot of specialist shops so a lot
of people would be in a street where there are more shops, theoretically,
that suit them. There were a higher number of pedestrians in the streets
with the most specialist shops/department stores.

My results were expected, as stated, I believed the busier streets
were, the ones with department stores and specialist stores, which was
confirmed because the streets with the higher pedestrian count were the
ones with the department stores.



Why do people visit the Central Business District?

The most common reason for people visiting the Central Business
District was to shop, eat/drink and to go to work. This ties to the
transects quite logically as there is a higher count of shops, restaurants
and places of work than anything else. This could be due to the time
that the Questionnaires were done. If the questionnaires were done
early on in the day, e.g. before business hours the results would be more
skewed towards work. If the questionnaires were done on a Friday night
it would be skewed to other which probably would mean
Drinking/Clubbing. I did not expect anyone to be in town for religious
reason as it was not an obvious religious day.

The most common use of transport was public busses/transport
and cars. This is as expected as there are more facilities for these two
forms of transport than anything else. This form of transport is used
because it can get a high number of people into the Central Business
District from most locations in the north east area, and still be
inexpensive also. An example of this is Newcastle Haymarket Bus
station, and a few multi-story car parks, which are accessed by the
major roads which are also near to the transects.

I believe there would be a link between the distance people,
although my data did not get any evidence, people would travel further
to get better deals and a better range of products. Personally, I travel 7
miles to buy clothes from town, people would travel a lot more for
higher order goods.

These results were exactly as what I expected. Referring back to
my introduction, the large sphere of influence is that people travel
further to get what they want and more of a choice. The good points for
people visiting the Central Business District would probably be that
there is almost something for everyone’s need there. Looking back on
the photos I can see that the more specialist shops and comparison
shops there are the more people will visit that transect. This is quite a
valid reason for a large sphere of influence and suggests that the good
aspects of each transect is a genuine reason for people to visit it.

My personal opinion of each of the transects is that they need re-
modernizing, this agrees with some of the pedestrians answer of “ugly”,
however with redevelopments planed for the future Newcastle’s CBD
will soon look modern and attractive.

What is the extent of Newcastle’s sphere of influence?




The spread of mode of transport is between public transport
(busses/metros) and Cars. This was expected as these are the most
obvious form of transports. This was apparent in all of the transects
looking back on the Mode of transport graph. The furthest anyone had
traveled from was Berwick and his purpose of visiting the Central
Business District was shopping. This backs up my idea that people
would travel far for shopping, this shows that Newcastle’s sphere of
influence reaches as far as Berwick!

The land-use and the distance people traveled didn’t change in my
investigation, however thinking logically, people would travel further
for things such as electrical stores, and Theaters.

I believe each street and even possibly each shop have its own
sphere of influence. This is because certain shops, e.g. USC (clothes
shop) have its own sphere of influence, because they attract people from
all over North Tyneside to shop there. Night clubs and other tourist
attractions such as St. James Park can attract people from all over the
world! Newcastle supporters in other counties could fly over just to see
them play.

Overall, I believe Newcastle and its Central Business District has a large
sphere of influence due to all of the reasons I have discussed, including
accessibility, tourist attractions, wide variety of shops and nightlife. The
sphere of influence and everything that makes Newcastle the great city
it is, continues to grow, expand and develop.



