China’s One Child Policy

Why was it needed?

The answer to this question 1is quite simple as
China was over populated and it was increasing
rapidly. The government were forced to do
something about it or else the people would
starve leading 1into much bigger consequences.
Their solution was to enforce the one child
policy. In detail China's one child policy was
created by Deng Xiaoping because of the large
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Population is still
growing rapidly.

When Enforced?

This policy was enforced at a time when it was
vitally needed to keep China stable. The policy
was introduced in 1978 and initially applied to
first-born children in 1979. It was created by
the Chinese government to alleviate social,
economic, and environmental problems in China.
The policy was established by Chinese leader Deng



Xiaoping, three years after Mao’s death. It was
introduced around the same time as the Deng
economic reforms. These reforms created a demand
for more children to supply workers to increase
food ©production and make more profit. The
rationale for the policy is the communist natural
emphasis on the whole society rather than
individual rights and aspirations.

Problems

Although it could be argued that the policy a
great success 1in achieving its goals, this came
with a very heavy social price.

The one child policy 1is quite alien to the
Chinese traditions of having big families. This
sometimes resulted into violence towards family
planning officials.

Women were particularly victimised Dby that
policy. Files have been kept on women of child
bearing age by local councils. This is assisted
by local informants. Women who are found to have
more than one child are forced to have abortion,

occasionally intimidated or Dbeaten wup. Local
officials would be promoted according to their
successful application of the ©policy. This

encouraged them to wuse harsh strategies with
their local population.

Enforcing the policy has also been inconsistent.
In some areas the policy was ignored, while in
others people were punished harshly for having an
extra pregnancy e.g. taking away the family’s
live stock until the woman has an abortion. Some
authorities declined to issue birth certificate
for any additional child. This was sometimes used
as a political tool against families of
dissidents even if they had one child only.

The policy created the scandalous term of “black
permit children”. Those are the undocumented
children who have been raised in secret. Some



estimate the number of such children to be in the
range of six millions.

How was it enforced?

The policy was enforced through a mixture of
promotions, financial inducements and punishment
measures.

Posters promoting China's one-child policy could
be seen all over China. One, with the slogan
"China Needs Family Planning" showed a Communist
official praising the proud parents of one baby
girl. Another one, with the slogan "Late Marriage
and Childbirth Are Worthy," showed an old gray-
haired woman with a newborn baby. Another read:
“Have Fewer, Better Children to Create Prosperity
for the Next Generation.” Slogans such as “Have
Fewer Children, Live Better Lives” and "Stabilize
Family Planning and Create a Brighter Future” are
painted on roadside buildings in rural areas.

Parents who had only one child get a "one-child
glory certificate," which entitles them to
economic benefits such as an extra month's salary
every year until the child is 14. Among the other
benefits for one child families were higher
wages, interest-free loans, retirement funds,
cheap fertilizer, better housing, better health
care, and priority in school enrolment. Women who
delayed marriage until after they are 25 receive
benefits such as an extended maternity leave when
they finally get pregnant. These privileges were
taken away i1f the couple decides to have an extra
child. However, promises for new housing often
are not kept Dbecause of housing shortages. The
government imposed punishments and heavy fines on
people who don't follow the rules. Parents with
extra children could be fined, depending on the
region, from $370 to $12,800 (many times the
average annual income for many ordinary Chinese).
If the fine was not paid sometimes the couples
land was taken away, their house was destroyed,
they lost their jobs or the child was not allowed



to attend school. Sometimes punishment reached
unimaginable levels. For example, detaining
pregnant women in a psychiatric hospital,
torturing pregnant women, forcing parents to get
sterilised and even sending family members to
prison until pregnant relative agrees to have an
abortion.

Was it a success?

The one-child policy has Dbeen spectacularly
successful in reducing population growth,
particularly in the cities. In 1970 the average
woman in China had almost six (5.8) children, now
she has about two. The most dramatic changes took
place between 1970 and 1980 when the birth rate
dropped from 44 per 1000 to 18 per 1,000. One
Chinese official said the one-child policy has
prevented 300 million births, the equivalent of
the population of Europe. The reduction of
population has helped pull people out of poverty
and been a factor in China’s phenomenal economic
growth.



