Family

The term polygamy (a Greek word meaning "the practice of multiple marriage") is used in related ways in social anthropology, sociobiology, sociology, as well as in popular speech. Polygamy can be defined as any "form of marriage in which a person [has] more than one spouse."[1]
In social anthropology, polygamy is the practice of marriage to more than one spouse simultaneously. Historically, polygamy has been practiced as polygyny (one man having more than one wife), or as polyandry (one woman having more than one husband), or, less commonly as group marriage (husbands having many wives and those wives having many husbands). (See "Forms of Polygamy" below.) In contrast, monogamy is the practice of each person having only one spouse. Like monogamy, the term is often used in a de facto sense, applying regardless of whether the relationships are recognized by the state (see marriage for a discussion on the extent to which states can and do recognize potentially and actually polygamous forms as valid). In sociobiology, polygamy is used in a broad sense to mean any form of multiple mating. In a narrower sense, used by zoologists, polygamy includes a pair bond, perhaps temporary. In popular speech, polygamy is often mistakenly assumed to refer to polygyny alone rather than including the other forms, as more polygamous relationships in human history have been polygynous

Forms of polygamy
Polygamy exists in three specific forms, including polygyny (one man having multiple wives), polyandry (one woman having multiple husbands), or group marriage (some combination of polygyny and polyandry). Historically, all three practices have been found, but polygyny is by far the most common.[2] Confusion arises when the broad term "polygamy" is used when a narrower definition is intended.

[edit] Polygyny
Polygyny is the situation in which one man is either married to or involved in sexual relationships with a number of different women at one time. This is the most common form of polygamy.[2]
[edit] Polyandry
Polyandry is a practice where a woman is married to more than one man at the same time. Fraternal polyandry was traditionally practiced among nomadic Tibetans in Nepal parts of China and part of northern India, in which two or more brothers share the same wife, with her having equal sexual access to them. Polyandry is believed to be more likely in societies with scarce environmental resources, as it is believed to limit human population growth and enhance child survival. A woman can only have so many children in her lifetime, no matter how many husbands she has. On the other hand, a child with many "fathers", all of whom provide resources, is more likely to survive. (In contrast, the number of children would be increased if polygyny were practiced, and a man had more than one wife. These wives could be simultaneously pregnant).[3] It is a rare form of marriage that exists not only among poor families, but also within the elite.[4]
Extended and nuclear families
A nuclear family is a family group consisting of only a father and mother and their children, who share living quarters. This can be contrasted with an extended family. Nuclear families can be of any size, as long as the family can support itself and there are only children and two parents. Nuclear families meet their individual members’ basic needs because available resources are divided among only a few individuals or the family would be known as an extended family.

In China, the most populous nation in the world, the nuclear family has become the most common family arrangement.[1] In the more urban parts of India, the second most populous nation, the number of nuclear families is overtaking other forms of family arrangements, although unpopular among Hindu orthodoxy who advocate a form of extended family structure called the joint family.[2] In the United States, the third most populous nation, 70% of children live in traditional two-parent families.[
The term Extended family has several distinct meanings. First, it is used synonymously with consanguineous family or joint family. Second, in societies dominated by the conjugal family or nuclear family, it is used to refer to kindred who does not belong to the conjugal family. Often there could be many generations living under the same roof, depending on the circumstances. Extended type of family feels a greater security and belongingness. This is an advantage of extended type of family because this family contains more people to serve as resources during crisis and provides more role models for behaviour of values. The disadvantage of living in an extended type of family is shouldering more expenses for their basic needs.
Functions of the family

A well-known functionalist named Talcott Parson was able to break down the functions of the family into an easy to understand theory. He stated that the main functions of the family were, "to ensure that new babies actually survive to become adult members of that society, to regulate sexual activity, to ensure that children are satisfactorily socialized into the norms and values of society, to provide economic support for other family members, to satisfy our emotional needs for love and security," and finally, "To provide us with a sense of place and position in our society." In summary, the main function of the family is to provide for the basic needs of each other.
Industrialisation and family change

Industrialisation is a process of social and economic change whereby a human group is transformed from a pre-industrial society, an economy where the amount of capital accumulated per capita is low, to an industrial one, a fully developed capitalist economy. It is a part of wider modernisation process, where this socialand economic change is closely related with technological innovation. Industrialisation also introduces some form of philosophical change, or to a different attitude in the perception of nature.

Industrialisation is a process whereby machines were extensively applied to the production process (mechanization), resulting in the development of factory-based forms of economic production. In turn, the process of industrialization heralded the development of the mass production of consumer goods.

The structure of the family is defined in terms of the social relationships from which it is constructed. For example, the nature of the relationship between men, women and children within the family and between different generations of family members. Two aspects of family structure need be of general concern here: Firstly, is what social institution is the family considered as i.e. whether it is extended or nuclear in structure, and secondly what social group is the family considered as i.e. the nature of gender relationships within the family.
Paternal and Maternal roles

This study focused on the role of paternal and maternal support on various indicators of adolescent adjustment. Similar patterns of support in the parental couple (father and mother both high or both low) and mixed patterns (father high and mother low or vice versa) as perceived by adolescents were considered. The specific purpose was to examine the role of both similar (parental consistency) and mixed (parental inconsistency) patterns of parental support on depressive feelings and social and academic self-efficacy. For parental inconsistency, differences between the maternal and paternal role were investigated. Gender and age differences were also examined. Data were collected from a sample of 1118 Italian students, aged 14 to 18 years, living in intact families, using a self-report questionnaire and ANOVAs were performed. Results indicated that high levels of perceived support from both parents were related to lower levels of depressive feelings and higher levels of social and academic self-efficacy. Mixed patterns of support in the parental couple did not differ from each other for any of the indicators considered. No interactions between typology of support, gender and age were observed. Findings confirmed the importance of studying paternal and maternal support interactions rather than focusing on their independent role.
Divorcing and Marriage

Tendencies regarding Divorce


	One marriage in three ends in divorce. One child in five will see his or her parents divorce before the sixteenth birthday. 

	People who marry when they are still young are more likely to have a divorce. 

	People who are in the poorer groups of society are more likely to have a divorce than the wealthier and those with better jobs. 

	Husbands married to women who specialise as housewives are more likely to ask for a divorce on the grounds of adultery than husbands who are married to working wives. The women meet someone else in between all the housework! 

	Women are much more likely to ask for a divorce from their husbands (70%) than men are to ask for divorce from their wives (30%). 

	About a third of those who divorce have no children. 

	Most people divorce after about ten years of marriage. 

	Children from divorced families are more likely to divorce themselves. 

	Divorce is very expensive for society due to poverty that results among women who then need benefits or the work of the Child Support Agency. 


Reasons for Trends and Tendencies
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	Legal changes, particularly in 1969 that allowed divorce when an irretrievable breakdown of marriage with two years separation for both agreeing and five years if only one wants it. 

	Divorce has lost much of its stigma; what was a disgrace is not more accepted. 

	People expect too much from specialised love marriages, and when the love goes so might the marriage. Other cultures unite families through arranged marriages, and these social functions may make them more stable. 

	Historical changes mean that divorces rise and fall according to events; they rose rapidly after the Second World War, and also with the period of social and sexual freedom from the 1960s when many younger marriages led to more young divorces (a vulnerable age group for divorcing). 

	Urbanisation leads to more chances of people of different cultures marrying and then finding a pressure to divorce from incompatibilities; that in the anonymous city fewer kinship and social ties exist to keep people married. 

	Independent women may refuse to accept traditional marriage roles and having become married into such a role they file for divorce. 


Marriage and Divorce Rates
Marriage and divorce rates are measures of the propensity for the population of a given area to become married or divorced during a given year. Some of the rates are quite simple, and others are progressively more refined. The simple ones are called crude rates and are expressed in terms of the number of marriages or divorces per 1,000 persons of all ages in the area at the middle of the year. These are the only [image: image2.wmf]

marriage and divorce rates available for every state in the United States. They have the weakness of including in the base not only young children but also elderly persons, who are unlikely to marry or become divorced. But the wide fluctuations in crude rates over time are obviously associated with changes in the economic, political, and social climate.

More refined rates will be discussed below, but the following illustrative crude rates of marriage for the United States will demonstrate the readily identifiable consequences of recent historical turning points or periods (NCHS 1990a, 1990b, 1998).

Between 1940 and 1946 the crude marriage rate for the United States went up sharply, from 12.1 per 1,000 to 16.4 per 1,000, or by 36 percent, showing the effects of depressed [image: image3.wmf]

economic conditions before, and disarmament after, World War II.
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