Many people feel the need to shy away from good books that seem to be too graphic or use foul language, when these bad things happen every day around the world. People believe that by banning books from everybody, they can save others from being corrupted by the story. The book, A Child Called “It” is a very disturbing book that tells the inside story of a child that was abused when he was little and is now retelling his incident. Even though this book is sometimes hard to read, this is a true story and Dave Pelzer’s words should be heard, and this is why I believe this book should not be banned.
A Child Called “It” is an autobiography of Dave Pelzer’s childhood, growing up with an alcoholic and abusive mother. The story starts in the 1960’s when his family was picture perfect, but later it starts to fall apart when Dave’s father starts working more, causing his mom to drink and she takes her anger out on Dave. Dave’s mother puts him through many brutal things that no one could imagine but through all of this Dave believes that God will rescue him from his hell that is called home. In the end Dave’s prayers are heard and he is taken away, but he will forever be scarred of his mother’s treacherous neglect. 
A Child Called “It” was banned in 2001 from Sussex middle school in New Jersey because of the “pending review of the book’s profanity and violence” (Marshall University Libraries). Even though this book does have a lot of violence in it, I don’t believe this book was meant to only be focused on the violence; Dave wanted his readers to understand child abuse through his life’s story. As for the profanity, there was not a lot of swearing in this book, so therefore I do not understand why this middle school was concerned about the profanity.
This autobiography is known world wide for the trauma that Dave’s mother put him through during his early childhood days. ““You’ve made my life a living hell!” she sneered. “Now it’s time I showed you what hell is like!” Gripping my arm, Mother held it in the orange-blue flame. My skin seemed to explode from the heat” (Pelzer 41). This is an example of when Dave had done something “wrong” and his mother was punishing him for being a “bad boy”. I can see why people like parents and teachers felt concerned about having a child read about the brutal retellings of this man’s upbringing, but this occurs everywhere, and might have inspired some kids that have been or are being abused. 
“A Child Called “It” was one of the books which had affected a number of the teenagers in the focus groups; several said it had upset them or made them angry” (McNicol 14). This may have made children angry because of such violence the mother had towards Dave, but not towards any of her other children and those teenagers may have felt that that was inappropriate and irresponsible on her part as a mom. Also, as a teenager I can relate to why these adolescents are saying this and I too was horrified and angry while reading this story, but I knew this was the truth and that this happens everywhere everyday. This book has put child abuse out into the open to enlighten people about this.

