Under Eighteens Disco

Through many cities in Scotland people are starting to think
whether or not under 1€s discos are a good Ldea. Therve have
been many issues that these clubs and the parents of the
teenngers have to address.

Owne argument Ls many parents feel thelr Yyoung daughters
could feel pressured into underage sex, many young people
fall pregnant and are Left with bables, which affect their
education ete. According to the Latest statistics wnder age
preguancies are up by 11%, bnereasing from 2.5% per
thousand to 9.4% per thousand. | kinow of a girl who did
infact fall pregnant at one of these discos. She s now a
mother to a F-month baby at the age of 15.

Also many people are concerned over under age drinking, this
infact was a key factor to a nightelub belng shut down
recently, ‘Studio 247 in Edinburgh was closed because of
these teenagers turning up at the venue drunk, a newspaper
article says that some teenngers were so drunk that they had
to be taken home to parents by the police. Another key factor
Ls that under age drinking tnerensed according to a study.
The study found that 21% of teenagers had conswmed aleohol
in the last week that's a vise of 2% from the study last year.
Many teenagers give tnto peer pressure now to keep tn with the
crowdl and to be cool. With all these pressures it seems wnwise
to put teens together. Thus teen discos can be a dangerous
place for them to be.

BUL the argument against under age drinking is that these
events are aleohol free, many teenagers drinke before the event
n dangerous places Like, lanes, parks and almost anywhere
were the police wont go. Many teens are quite good at



disguising aleohol, they colour co-ordinate for example they
put orange mad dog bnto perhaps a fanta bottle, f they are
drinking aleohol which cant be disguised they will stmply
put bnto bottles that are translucent.

Mawny other parents and teens say that under 18's discos are
a good way for them to have fun with thelr friends after hard
weeRs school/ exams. Many) teens between 14-1€ say that
school is very stressful with studying for prelims, standard
grade and higher exams. They say soctalising, dancing and
Just forgetting about school helps them relieve stress and
boredomm.

Another argument for the shut down of these clbs Ls that
some children grow up to quickly. Adults believe that they
have to dress “adult Like-more grown up.” Especlally the girls
they were mint skivts and heavy make wup. This draws more
attention to thewt, a recent statement from police
superintenendent Lols Munnto a Llocal newspaper report sald
“There are wee Lassies out on the town who ave dressed very
nappropriotely and theve ave creeps tn the ity centre who will
prey ow these wee girls.” Although there have been no sexual
attacks reported it is just o wmatter of thme wntil theve Ls. This
un-appropriate dress code also malkes often malkes thew Look
as though they want sex.

Awnother argument is that some teenagers feel wore responsible
as they are more vesponsible for thelr own safety. n the eyes
of teens this shows that they are beginning to be treated as a
young adult, not a child. This builds confidence and self-
esteem. They gain trust from parents anol treat them with a
Little vespect.



L would say that these clubs are a good tddea but are not
sultable for this day tn age as they arve not completely safe.
Aleohol Is easy to get and drugs in the eyes of some teens are
a must have. They promote adulthood, sex and drugs. [ think
that these clubs should ong hold over 18's discos, as adults
ave a wore mature and often are well educated on drugs, they
are allowed to have sex and know the sttuation that they could
put themselves tn. n my oplnion these discos are a bad idea
and cast a negative influence over these teenagers.
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