Vice President — Joe Biden

Joseph Robinette "Joe" Biden, Jr. is the Vice President-elect of the United
States and the senior United States Senator for Delaware.

Biden is a long-time member and current chairman of the Foreign Relations
Committee. His strong advocacy helped bring about U.S. military assistance
and intervention during the Bosnian War. He voted in favour of the Iraq War
Resolution, but later proposed resolutions to alter U.S. strategy there. He has
served as chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, dealing with issues
related to drug policy, crime prevention, and civil liberties, and led creation of
the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act and Violence Against
Women Act. He chaired the Judiciary Committee during the contentious U.S.
Supreme Court nominations of Robert Bork and Clarence Thomas.

Biden unsuccessfully sought the Democratic presidential nomination in 1988
and 2008, both times dropping out early in the process. Barack Obama
selected Biden to be the Democratic Party nominee for Vice Pre sident in the
2008 U.S. election. Biden is the first Roman Catholic to be elected Vice
President of the United States, as well as the first from Delaware.



Secretary of State — Hillary Clinton

Hillary Diane Rodham Clinton (born October 26, 1947) is the junior United
States Senator from New York and President-elect Barack Obama's nominee
for United States Secretary of State. She was a candidate for the Democratic
nomination in the 2008 presidential election. She is married to Bill Clinton—
the 42nd President of the United States—and was the First Lady of the United
States from 1993 to 2001.

She embarked on a career in law after graduating from Yale Law School in
1973. Following a stint as a Congressional legal counse |, she moved to
Arkansas in 1974, and married Bill Clinton in 1975. She was later named the
first female partner at Rose Law Firm in 1979, and was twice listed as one of
the one hundred most influential lawyers in America. She was the First Lady
of Arkansas from 1979 to 1981 and 1983 to 1992 a nd was active in a number
of organizations concerned with child welfare, as well as sitting on the boards
of Wal-Mart and several other corporations.

After moving to New York, Clinton was elected as senator for New York State
in 2000. That election marked the first time an American First Lady had run for
public office; Clinton is also the first female senator to represent New York. In
the Senate, she initially supported the George W. Bush administration on
some foreign policy issues, which included voting for the Iraq War Resolution.
She has subsequently opposed the administration on its conduct of the war in
Iraq, and has opposed it on most domestic issues. She was reelected by a
wide margin in 2006. In the 2008 presidential nomination race, Clinton won
more primaries and delegates than any other female candidate in American
history, but after a long campaign, she narrowly lost to Senator Barack
Obama, who became the party's presumptive nominee in June 2008, and
Clinton endorsed and campaigned for him. She is the first First Lady to be
subsequently appointed to the Cabinet.



President - Barack Obama

Barack Hussein Obama Il is the first African American to be elected President
of the United States. Obama was the junior United States Senator from lllinois
from 2005 until he resigned on November 16, 2008, following his election to
the Presidency. His term of office as the 44th U.S. president begins January
20, 2009.

He is a graduate of Columbia University and Harvard Law School, where he
was president of the Harvard Law Review. Obama worked as a community
organizer and practiced as a civil rights attorney before serving three terms in
the lllinois Senate from 1997 to 2004. He also taught constitutional law at the
University of Chicago Law School from 1992 to 2004. Following an
unsuccessful bid for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives in 2000, he
announced his campaign for the U.S. Senate in January 2003, won a primary
victory in March 2004, and was elected to the Senate in November 2004.
Obama delivered the keynote address at the Democratic National Convention
in July 2004.

As a member of the Democratic minority in the 109th Congress, he helped
create legislation to control conventional weapons and to promote greater
public accountability in the use of federal funds. He also made official trips to
Eastern Europe, the Middle East, and Africa. During the 110th Congress, he
helped create legislation regarding lobbying and electoral fraud, climate
change, nuclear terrorism, and care for U.S. military personnel returning from
combat assignments in Iraq and Afghanistan.



Chief of Staff - Rahm Emmanuel

Rahm Israel Emanuel (born November 29, 1959) is an American politician
who has been a Democratic member of the United States House of
Representatives since 2003, representing lllinois's 5th congressional district .

Emanuel is an influential member of the New Democrat Coalition, and a
prominent proponent of economic liberalization. He is noted for his combative
style and his political fundraising abilities.

Emanuel was chair of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee
for the 2006 elections. After the Democratic Party regained control of the
House, he was elected as the next chairman of the Democratic Caucus. He is
the fourth-ranking Democrat in the House, behind Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
Leader Steny Hoyer and Whip Jim Clyburn.

Emanuel declared in April 2006 that he would support Hillary Rodham Clinton
should she pursue the presidency in 2008. However, Emanuel's loyalties
came into conflict when his home -state senator Barack Obama expressed
interest in the race; asked in January 2007 about his stance on the
Democratic presidential nomination, he said: "I'm hiding under the desk. I'm
very far under the desk, and I'm bringing my paper and my phone.” Emanuel
remained neutral in the race until June 4, 2008, the day after the final primary
contests, when he endors ed the eventual winner Obama.

On November 6, 2008, Emanuel accepted an offer from President-elect
Barack Obama to become the White House Chief of Staff in Obama's
administration, which begins on January 20, 2009.



Secretary of State to the Treasury - Timothy
Franz Geithner

Timothy Franz Geithner (born August 18, 1961) is the 9th president of the
Federal Reserve Bank of New York. In that role he also serves as Vice
Chairman of the Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC). Geithner is
President-elect Barack Obama's nominee to succeed Henry Paulson as
United States Secretary of the Treasury.

After completing his studies, Geithner worked for Kissinger and Associates in
Washington, D.C., for three years and then joined the International Affairs
division of the U.S. Treasury Department in 1988. He was deputy assistant
secretary for international monetary and financial policy (1995 —1996), senior
deputy assistant secretary for international affairs (1996-1997), assistant
secretary for international affairs (1997 —1998).

In March 2008, he arranged the rescue and sale of Bear Stearns and later, in
the same year, he is believed to have played a pivotal role in both the
decision to bail out AIG as well as the government decision not to save
Lehmann Brothers from bankruptcy. As a Treasury official, he helped manage
multiple international crises of the 1990s in Brazil, Mexico, Indonesia, South
Korea and Thailand.

Geithner believes, along with Henry Paulson, that the Treasury Department
needs new authority to experiment with responses to the financial crisis of
2008. Paulson has described Geithner as "[a] very unusually talented young
man... [Who] understands government and understands markets."



Secretary of Defense — Robert Gates

Robert Michael Gates (born September 25, 1943) is currently serving as the
22nd United States Secretary of Defense. He took office on December 18,
2006.

Prior to this, Gates served for 26 years in the Central Intelligence Agency and
the National Security Council, and under President George H. W. Bush as
Director of Central Intelligence. Before joining the CIA, he served with the
United States Air Force (USAF). After leaving the CIA, Gates became
president of Texas A&M University and was a member of several corporate
boards. Gates also served as a member of the Irag Study Group, the
bipartisan commission co-chaired by James A. Baker Ill and Lee Hamilton,
which has studied the Irag War. He was also the first pick to serve as
Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security when it was created
following the September 11, 2001 attacks, but he declined the appointment in
order to remain President of Texas A&M University.

Gates accepted the position of Secretary of Defense on November 8, 2006,
replacing Donald Rumsfeld. He was confirmed with bipartisan support. In a
2007 profile written by former National Security Adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski,
Time named Gates one of the year's most influential people. In 2008, Gates
was named one of America's Best Leaders by U.S. News & World Report.

President-elect Barack Obama has offered Gates the continued position as
Defense Secretary under his administration, and Gates has accepted. If
confirmed, Gates will be one of the few people to hold a Cabinet -level position
under two Presidents of different parties.



Attorney General — Eric Holder

Eric Himpton Holder, Jr. (born January 21, 1951), is a former Judge of the
Superior Court of the District of Columbia, United States Attorney and Deputy
Attorney General of the United States. He is currently a senior legal advisor to
President-elect Barack Obama, a position he also held in Obama's campaign.
He was one of three members of Obama's vice-presidential selection
committee.

Holder attended Columbia University, where he played freshman basketball
and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in American history in 1973. Holder
received his law degree from Columbia Law School, graduating in 1976. He
later worked for the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund during his
first summer and the United States Attorney during his second summer.

In 1997, upon the spring retirement of Jamie Gorelick, Clinton nominated
Holder to be the next Deputy Attorney General under Janet Reno. Holder was
confirmed several months later in the Senate by a unanimous vote and was
the first African-American to serve in that position. Holder briefly served as
Acting Attorney General under President George W. Bush, until the Senate
confirmed Bush's nominee, John Ashcroft.

On December 1, 2008, Obama announced that Holder would be his nominee
for Attorney General in the incoming administration. He will be the first
African-American Attorney General of the United States.



Secretary of Homeland Security — Janet
Nepolitano

Janet Napolitano (born November 29, 1957) is the current governor of the
U.S. state of Arizona, and a member of the Democratic Party, originally
elected in 2002 and re-elected in 2006. Napolitano was chair of two state
Governors' associations and named by Time as one of the top five Governors
in 2005.

In 1993, Napolitano was appointed by President Bill Clinton as United States
Attorney for the District of Arizona. As U.S. Attorney, she was involved in the
investigation of Michael Fortier of Kingman, Arizona, in connection to the
Oklahoma City bombing. She ran for and won the position of Arizona Attorney
General in 1998. Her tenure focused on consumer prote ction issues and
improving general law enforcement.

In February 2006, Napolitano was named by The White House Project as one
of "8 in '08", a group of eight female politicians who could possibly run for
president in 2008. On January 11, 2008, Napolitano endorsed then lllinois
Senator Barack Obama as the Democratic nominee for President. On
November 5th, 2008, Napolitano was named to the advisory board of the
Obama-Biden Transition Project. On December 1, 2008, Barack Obama
introduced Napolitano as his nominee for United States Secretary of
Homeland Security. If confirmed, Napolitano would become the first woman
appointed Secretary in the relatively new department.

She is President-elect Barack Obama's nominee for Secretary of Homeland
Security.



Ambassador to the United Nations — Susan Rice
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Susan Elizabeth Rice (born November 17, 1964) is an American foreign
policy expert and President-elect Barack Obama's nominee for Ambassador
to the United Nations. Rice served on the National Security Council and as
Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs during Clinton's second term.

Rice was a foreign policy aide to Michael Dukakis during the 1988 presidential
election. She was a management consultant at McKinsey & Company, the
global management consulting firm, in the early 1990s.

Rice also served in the Clinton administration in various capacities: at the
National Security Council from 1993 to 1997; as Director for International
Organizations and Peacekeeping from 1993 to 1995; and as Special Assistant
to the President and Senior Director for African Affairs from 1995 to 1997.

Rice is currently on leave from the Brookings Institution, having served as a
senior foreign policy advisor to Senator Barack Obama in his 2008
presidential campaign. On November 5, 2008, Rice was named to the
advisory board of the Obama-Biden Transition Project. On December 1, 2008,
she was nominated by President-elect Obama to be the U.S. Ambassador to
the United Nations.






