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Critical Ahalysis
Thriller- Michael JaCkson

In my EXpressive Arts Class We are studying the topiC dreams and hightmares,
SO were given the video Thriller to analyse. Thriller was made in 1983, and is
ohe Of the best musiC Videos ever made. The video thriller contains a
speCtaCular dance sequence, plenty of drama and story, and most
importantly the actual song itself. The dance moves, costumes, music,
settings, and [yriCs in some way all relate to the theme of dreams and
nightmares.

The general SYnopsis of the Video begins with Michael and a young lady in
a horror fillm, Walking through the woods. After g conversation he then tells
her he is different, then as the moon appears from the clouds he turhs into
d werewolf. They g0 into a Chasing scene anhd he finally catches the girl. This
will build tension, and make the audience feel sCared anhd hervous. Then we
see Michael and the girl in the Cinema as they are watching the horror film.
They decCide to leave and the song Thriller begins. They walk down the Street
ahd past a Sraveyard; this is when a voiceover comes inh as zombies rise from
their graves. We then see Michael and the girl surrounded by the zombies.
Then Michael suddenly turhs into @ zombie too. Then there is a dance
sequence. The girl runs to a deserted house and the zombies get in. Michael
is slowly coming towards her, then it seems she wakes up and finds herself
with Michael at home. He then goes to walk her home, he 100ks away and his
eyes shine green.

The music plays a large part in the video, as it Changes the whole
atmosphere in the video. Tt adds intensity, like a dream or hightmare. E.S.
when they are in the deserted house the zombies are Coming closer to the
girl as the music becomes louder, then |eads up to a sCream. We actually
don’t start Off with the thriller musicC as the horror film plays. Wheh we are
in the woods the sounds of sCreams anhd horror musicC, this relates to dreams
and hightmares, as the music is very dramatiC and sCary. Different music is
also played when they pass the grave when we fliCk baCk to reality; the
thriller music begins, as they walk down the street to the beat of the music.
This musiC Changes dramatiCally from sCary ahd surreal to beaty and
energetiC. This may be used to show the audience that they have Come out
Of a hightmare into reality.

SpecCial effects also help to make the hightmare more terrifying. When
Michael turnhs into a werewolf seems Very real and sCary. AlSO a very Clever
special effect used in this video is that the audience Cah hever te || if what
they are watching is a dream, nhightmare, or reality. This is a fabulous
techhique used as it Creates the sense of Cohfusion as when you are in a
dream or hightmare. And by flicking from ohe to the other Creates the
illusion for the audience of a dream/ hightmare too.
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The lyrics used in the film are important as they also tell as horror story,
which could even be a nightmare. “Ft's Close To Midnight And Something
EVil's Lurking In The Dark™ This is ohe of the lines from the lyrics. He is
singing it to the girl, but in a harrator like story. Michael also used dance
moves to correspond with his words, while his is singing thriller to the girl.
“Uhder the moonlight you see a Sight that almost stops your heart”. /Vfichael
would how perform a move like grabbing his heart.

There is also a voiceover when /Vichael and the girl pass the graveyard. He
adds to the effect of a hightmare by reading sCary lyriCs about the dead and
them rising.

The graveyard plays an important role in dreams and hightm ares as it
shows the audience a typiCal horror filtm surrounding. There is loud organ
music plaYing and the graveyard is covered ih a layer Oof mist, then the
Zombies start to rise from their Sraves.

They have symboliC costumes as they relate to dreams a nd nightmares. The
Zombies |00k SO life like, just like a dream or hightmare. Their costumes |00k
mouldy, ripped ahd decCaying. The colourse, which are used, are dark greys,
greens ahd browns. A|| of the zombies |00k Very similar. This is essential when
the dance sequence begins /Michael is in a red JoCk jaCket, SO he Stands out
from the zombies. In the filtn /MiChaels costumes Changes, as at the
beginning they are rather 80’s costumes as the girl is wearing girly skirts, and
Michael is wearing a JoCck costume. These are essential as it makes it easier
from the audience to see when the video Changes from reality from a dream
or hightmare.

The movement is ohe of the most important parts to Show that they are
zombies. Their moves are almost robotiC like at som e points. They are jolty,
sharp moves. They also use |0ts Of isolation oh Certain parts Of the body. Jh
the dance sequence they use spins and jumps and their shoes tap and sCrape
against the floor giving sound effects in unison. The dance is also performed
in unison, which is very effective. They use |ots Of horror positions to add
the effect of dreams and nightmares. Onhe of the best positions is where
they have their hands in Claws. This also adds to the horror effect.

All theses effects Create the setting ahd surrounding of dreams and
hightmares. Jbelieve what relates to dreams ahd hightmares the most is the
chopping and changing from reality, and how you Cannhot tell if what Yyou see
is real or hot. But overall Jbelieve this video is very similar to @ dream or
hightmare.
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