lllustrate the ways in which different sentences may be used to support
different aims of sentencing.

Introduction

There are many sentences available which judges can give in both the Mag istrates
Court and the Crown Court. These various options mean that they can specifically
support a particular aim of sentencing, in this essay | will examine how the different
types of sentencing is used to support an aim of sentencing. For example a lengthy
custodial sentence will be given to an offender who the court feels needs retribution
or an offender will be given a community service order if the court feels the person
needs to repay society in some way.

Custodial Sentences

Custodial sentences can b e given to support a number of things, firstly, the obvious
aim of sentencing it looks to support is retribution, the idea that an offender must
simply be punished for the crime that he has committed. However a custodial
sentence must only be given if the court feels a community service order or a fine is
not a strict enough punishment. Custodial sentences also play a big part in both
deterring the person from committing the crime again and also deterring other people
from committing the crime, as they see that the person who got caught for this
offence has been given a custodial offence, whereas if the person only got given a
non custodial sentence then they may not be put off as much. Custodial sentences
also play a part in keeping the public safe and happ y, for example the public would
want to see a rapist or someone charged with grievous bodily harm kept off of the
streets and locked up in a prison for a lengthy amount of time. Custodial sentences
can also help to reform criminals. In prison there are cou rses and various options to
help criminals reform and often they realize that they do not want to spend their lives
in a cell and want to experience life fully, and therefore reform and behave well in
prison. This is not the case for every criminal however , as certain people do not have
the mind set to reform, these people will never change and will constantly offend,
resulting in them coming in and out of prison frequently.

Fines

Fines are a less serious way of dealing with criminal offences than custodial
sentences. Fines help with many aims of sentencing. Firstly, they act as retribution
because the offender must pay an amount of money for the crime they have
committed. This leads onto the fact that it also may help with reformation because
once a person has paid the fine they see that committing an offence will lead to
punishment and also would lead to a more serious fine or even a custodial sentence
if the person repeats the crime again. A problem with fines is the numbers which go
unpaid. The not paying of fines has two negative effects. Firstly the punishment
becomes completely ineffective as the offender has completely ignored it or has no
means of paying it and secondly it leads to an imprisonment for non payment of a



fine. The Courts Act 2003 introdu ced a discharge of fines by unpaid work to solve
this problem meaning that people with financial problems or with no way of paying
the fine can work it off by doing community work. The fine will be paid off at a rate of
£6 per hour of unpaid work.

Community Service Orders and Discharges

Community Service orders are less serious punishments than fines and custodial
sentences. The two main aims of a community service order is as a means of
retribution and also an act of reparation because it is seen that the offender gives
something back to society as he has committed an offence. Other community
sentences aim to help rehabilitation and reformation such as alcohol treatment and
drug rehabilitation. This proves that the aim of sentencing is simply not just to b enefit
the prosecution and society, but also looks to help the offender learn that they will
lead a more fulfilling life if they stay away from crime. Discharges are a good way of
keeping people away from crime; it is almost like a final warning before a s entence is
given. In a conditional discharge, the court will discharge the offender on the grounds
that they commit no further offence in a set period up to three years. This type of
sentence is intended to be used where punishment does not seem necessary and if
an offender reoffends in the set time period the court can impose an additional
sentence upon the offender as well as charging them for the new offence.

Conclusion:

To summarize my essay | would say that the current types of sentencing excellently
deal with the aims of sentencing although there are some criticisms of these. An
example of some of the criticisms of the types of sentencing and how they achieve
these aims is that with custodial sentences, it is likely that the person would have
been either under the influence of drugs or alcohol when committing the offence so
they may not be deterred by the custodial sentence given. Another criticism is that
repeat offenders will have previously experienced sentences and it would waste
money to attempt to reform them when they have shown no clear means of any
reformation in any previous sentences. However even though there are these
criticisms | feel that these only represent a minority of offenders sentenced, and that
the majority of sentences given to re ach the aims they are intended to.



