10 markers – January 2011 
Explain why Liberalism is pluralist 
Pluralism is when there is tolerance of many different beliefs, movements and faiths. A political system which different parties and pressure groups are free to operate and have access to decision making processes. Modern liberalist democracies are pluralist. In short it enhances freedom, spreads opportunity and helps to control the power of the state. 
Liberalism is pluralist because its most important core value is freedom. Liberals believe that we should have a democratic process where people are free to vote and hold the government accountable. 
Explain how liberals perceive equality 
Liberal say that humans should be seen as naturally equal. They used greater equality of opportunity to justify social provisions such as education. However the doctrine of equality was seen as highly hypocritical because defending private property rights as a crucial element of individual liberty was also creating inequality in income and wealth. Liberals are willing to sacrifice equality for liberty. Freedom entails freedom to be unequal. 


