Liberalism 
Liberalism has its origins in Enlightenment. It central value is that individuals have a fundamental right to personal freedom. Liberals accept that liberty entails responsibility, which means their actions should not harm others or curtail their own freedom. Liberals support the existence of the state as long as its formed by popular consent and accountable to the people. This is to ensure freedom is not curtailed without justification and that they only opt to enhance freedom and opportunity. Liberals believe in equal rights for all groups, tolerance, diversity and equality of opportunity and more recently social justice. Social justice accepts that people are naturally unequal but everyone should have equality of opportunity and that wealth should not be at the expense of poorer members of society. During the 19th century conservatives saw liberal ideas such as an individualistic society as a threat to order so liberals introduced social responsibility. To combat socialist claims that liberalism entailed inequality, liberals developed equality of opportunity. 
Social Responsibility – Liberals believe that individuals have a fundamental right to personal freedom, however it means they have to show responsibility and not abuse this freedom. Actions of others should not harm others and the state, who must be formed by popular consent and be accountable to the public, must enforce this responsibility. 
Equality of opportunity – Liberals have accepted people are naturally unequal however they believe everyone should have equal rights, tolerance, diversity, equality of opportunity. 
The Enlightenment Period
The enlightenment was a period which created revolutionary ideas that opened people’s mind to new possibilities and made things such as liberalism possible. It enabled political movements to challenge the existing order and establish government that would free human kind. These philosophies included: 
1. Each individual is born a free, rational person
2. An individual doesn’t have to accept the judgement of rulers but instead can be the best judge of their own interest. 
3. An individual is not subject to forces beyond their will but posses free will
4. Each person is free to find their own place in society 
5. We are born fundamentally equal and inherit equal rights 
‘Man is born free, but is everywhere in chains’ – Jean-Jacques Rousseau
French Revolution (1789) was inspired by a desire for freedom. The French overtuned the ancien régime in the hope of gaining freedom from undemocratic institutions. The great battle cry of the French Revoltion was ‘liberté,  égalité, fraternité. Freedom for all the people from political constraints. More recently people are concerned with individual freedom. 
Thomas Hobbs ‘Nasty, brutish AND SHORT’
There are 2 types of freedom. Negative and positive liberty. Negative liberty refers to the freedom of the individual from external constraints while positive liberty refers to maximising the individuals choices and opportunities. 
Core values of Liberalism 
Liberty/Freedom
This is the central value for all liberals. There are different types of liberty. 
· Political freedom implies people should be independent, determine their own form of government and should be masters of their own national destiny. It also implies the freedom of people to determine their own government and not be ruled by any external power. In 1305 when William Wallace wanted Scotland to be free of English domination. 
· Individual liberty is when individuals are free, when people are allowed to decide what is in their best interest rather than being told what to do by a paternalistic government. It is when an individual’s actions is not controlled as long as it doesn’t affect or threaten anyone else in society. Utilitarian’s such as Jeremy Bentham believe that each individual is the best judge of their interests. As an individual we know what to peruse and what to avoid.  
· John Stuart Mill said that freedom could only come from the absence of constraint. Mill said individual’s actions come in 2 types: 
1. Self regarding actions: those that do not affect other people i.e recreational drug use smoking
2. Other regarding actions: that affect others such as theft or assault. Mill said “ the only purpose for which power can be rightfully exercised over a member of a civilised society, against his will, is to prevent harm to others.”
· Negative and positive liberty (see above). T.H.Green rejected classical liberal view of Mill that society is made up of self-interested individuals. Instead he saw society as ‘organic’ and its citizens as interdependent as well as independent. He sae citizens as motivated by a desire to promote common good. 
· Tolerance in Liberalism is when liberals withstand (tolerate) other peoples beliefs, values, thoughts and faiths and their right to express them openly. French philiospoher Voltaire said “I detest what you say, but I shall defend to death your right to say it”. Modern aspect of tolerance is that people commit crimes because of social and economic conditions therefore we must help them not punish them. And private morality to be gay or abortion. 
· Equal rights means we should have equal opportunities and be entitled to the sane rights in order to reach our full potential and seek self-fulfilment. Locke believes natural rights exists whereas bentham and mill reject the idea. 
·  William Gladstone promoted greater equality of opportunity as one of its goals i.e we should all have the same chances to succeed like elementary education and entry to professions like law was opened to a wider spectrum of society. Beveridge took a big step when he wrote the beveridge report which was later passed as the welfare state under Labour in 1945. This provided free education, healthcare and social security to allow those less fortunate to also benefit for a free society. 
· Pluralism is when there is tolerance of many different beliefs, movements and faiths. A political system which different parties and pressure groups are free to operate and have acess to decision making processes. Modern liberalist democracies are pluralist. In short it enhances freedom, spreads opportunity and helps to control the power of the state. 
· Governement by consent developed by Hobbes and Locke. 1787 is when it came into action by the Americans and then in 1789 by the French. It means that the people should have regular opportunities to express their consent, or indeed to withhold it. This means more regular free elections. It implies the use of referendums when any major change to the power or system of government is proposed. The state must tolerate the free expression of public opinion. Example of this was when the people of falkland islands, Gibraltar and northern Ireland where offered the opportunity to vote on whether they wish to remain under British rule.  
· Legal Justice means the equal application of the law to all citizens. Liberals support this as it complies with equal rights. Social Justice which is normally associated with socialism because it normally requires state intervention which liberals are suspicious of. John Rawls said that some inequalities cannot be tolerated and that the state is therefore justified in intervening. 

Forms of Liberalism 

Utilitarianism

‘utility’ is what gave an individual pleasure. The utilitarian’s were led by Jeremy Bentham in Britain.  He believed he could calculate the amount of utility society as a whole was achieving. They believed government should pursue ‘the greatest good for the greatest number.’ They saw freedom as the ability to persue ones own self interest.



Classical Liberalism 

Inspired by John Stuart Mill and its main target was the freedom of the individual. They saw freedom had the ability to maximise human progress by promoting innovation, creativity, and self fulfilment. Classical Liberalism was partly a matter of principle (Mill) and partly a matter of economic wellbeing (Bentham). 

· Individual freedoms should flourish and be respected. 
· State should be limited to a minimum number of functions, which is protecting people from each other, defending the nation and preventing the accumulation of economic and political power. 
· Tolerant society where behaviour that isn’t harmful to others would be uncontrolled 
· Economy based on free markets, except where monopolies were developed 
· The state should be put in the hands of a representative democracy 
Social Darwinism and libertarianism 
Social Darwinism was lead by Herbert Spencer who was inspired by the philosophies in Charles Darwin’s Origin of the Species which shook the scientific world and had a dramatic effect on social theory. Spencer was already interested in social justice which consists of individuals making whatever they can of their lives, as long as they don’t harm others. We are innately unequal so some will succeed some will fail. Spencer used the term ‘Survival of the fittest’. Samuel Smiles in his book ‘self help’ (1859), said it is within the capability of all individuals, including members of the working class, to improve themselves through diligent activity and a willingness to set up economic ventures. “the healthy spirit of self help created amongst working people would, more than any other measure, serve to raise them as a class, and this, not by pulling down others, but by levelling them up to a higher and still advancing standard of religion, intelligence and virtue. 
New Liberalism 
· Formed in 1870 after an advancement of philosophical and practical developments 
· T.H.Green supported individual negative liberty but said that we cant consider ourselves to be completely free to pursue own interests but instead must consider the needs and welfare of others. He also discovered another form of freedom which was in the form of choice and opportunity and the chance to achieve self-realisation. The widening inequality under free market capitalism and industrialisation forced the liberal movement to re-asses its core beliefs resulting in new liberalism. 
· The poorer members of society were unable to benefit from the economic freedoms classical liberals had supported. 
· The government must intervene to provide education, healthcare , and housing which meant greater equality of opportunity and a more humane society. 
· Gladstone introduced primary education 
· Elementary education was extended to all in 1901
· Asquith and Lloyd George provided pensions, state sponsored insurance for unemployed and sick. 
· NEW LIBERALS NOW SAW THE STATE AS A VEHICLE TO GREATER EQUALITY RATHER THAN A THREAT TO IT 
Welfare (social) liberalism 
· William Beveridge wrote the beveridge report inspired by Liberal Party Report of 1929. In this he spoke of how the state could help create more freedom rather than hinder it. 
· This was passed as the welfare state in 1945 by Labour Government under Clement Attlee 
· Keynes said that economic freedom via state intervention could enhance freedom 
Contemporary Liberalism
· Contemporary Liberalism can be described in the proposals for political reforms such as: 
Increased use of referendums 
Promoting freedom of information legislation 
Safeguarding and extending the rights of women and minority groups 
· Contemporary liberalism presents a movement engaged in the defence of groups and promotion of policies ignored by other political movements.
· Can be seen as a reaction against the growth of both state power and the undesirable consequences of free markets. 
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Key Liberal Thinkers 
John Locke 
· Before liberals and was more of a Whig, he believed in government by consent, respect the natural rights of its citizens and govern according to natural laws. 
· He first came up with the idea of a contract between government and those who are governed. The governments governs in terms of natural law and respect individual rights and if they abuse these those who are governed can dissolve government. 
· Locke was the earliest proponent of liberal ideas and these were felt in the American and French revolutions of the 19th century. 
John Stuart Mill 
· Utilitarian following the path of James Mill and Jeremy Bentham 
· He said an individual was the best judge of their own interest and no superior being had the right to tell them whats in their best interest. 
· In his early life Mill saw state intervention as a threat to individual liberty 
· He said we should progress human civilisation and not just enrich it. “better to be a human being dissatisfied than a pig satisfied” 
· Mills main contribution to liberalism was his limits of freedom. Self regarding actions which had no effect on others like expressing religious beliefs and Other regarding actions which did impinge on the freedom of others like anti-social behaviour. 
· This showed that governments cant curtail certain freedoms that don’t affect others. 
· By his death he accepted some state intervention to help working class
· He had conservative ideas about working class getting one vote and the educated getting more while also trying to extend the rights of women “The subjection of women” was a book he wrote. 
Herbert Spencer 
· He rejected the organism theory that we were all interdependent he instead said that we were free and independent of each other 
· He accepted that within the natural laws, humans are engaged in an economic struggle against each other. 
· He said that those who adapted best to the economic environment would progress and those that didn’t would fall behind. (Social Darwinism like) 
T.H.Green 
· We have an obligation to care for the welfare of others and are not self-seeking individuals
· We can enjoy our own liberty without losing social responsibility 
· He also supported the organic theory which was that society is not merely a collection of unrelated individuals, but a single entity, a living organisim with a life of its own and a collective consciousness.
· Green recognised to types of the word freedom. Freedom from and freedom to which provided the basis of ‘new liberalism’ 
· He saved liberalism from being discredited by saying state intervention is needed so everyone can achieve self-realisation. 

William Gladstone 
· Founder of modern liberal party 
· He supported individual liberty, religious tolerance, free trade and independence for Ireland 
· Inequality was the natural state of humankind 
· Promoted widespread elementary education with the ‘Forster Education Act’ (1870) 
· When he was PM – Trade unions were granted more right, voting was extended to virtually all adults, 1832,1867,1884. Civil service, unis, army and legal system were opened to wider recruitment 
William Beveridge 
· Beveridge Report (1942) 
· He didn’t mind more state intervention, or getting finance through taxation 
· He was a liberal because he believed liberals stood for social justice and because of his attitude to freedom, he said that freedom was a good that should be available equally to all. He argued that if we were illiterate, had health problems or were poor we couldn’t be totally free.  “A starving man is not free, because, until he is fed, he cannot have a thought for anything but how to meet his urgent physical needs”
· Although the welfare state, practically his idea, was passed by a labour government but still brought liberalism to the forefront of politics.
John Rawls 
· Formed a bridge between modern liberal and social democratic thought. 
· Tackling freedom and inequality 
· He believes individuals should be as free as possible 
· Liberty should not be enjoyed at the expense of the freedom of others  
· Inequalities have to be justified 
· An inequality can be justified if it increases the prosperity of society as a whole but cannot be if it results in the poorest in society being made worse off than before. 
· There can be individualism and inequality but also social justice and freedom 
· Blair was influenced by rawls
Issues in Liberalism 
Democracy 
Democracy emerged as a means for people to be liberated and free to express their self-interested individualism, and yet excessive amounts of this can result in the oppression of individuals and minorities. Known as the paradox of democracy. There is no gurantee that the majority is rights or that the outcome of majority rule will be just. E.G the 2005 banning on hunting with dogs, which appears to persecute a minority enjoying a pastime as long as we see dog hunting as a self regarding action. 
State
Early liberalism like Mill was fearful of the state and thought in may interfere with peoples privative lives and intervention in the markets could stifle enterprise and innovation. Then social Darwinists believed that people were too dependent on the state however after it was seen the state could help reduce inequality through education, healthcare etc. some liberals accepted state intervention so this is the paradox. 

OTHER BOOKLET 
Introduction 
· Liberals as a party not successful but liberalism as an ideology is quite regarded 
· It can be said all modern mainstream political ideologies are variants of liberalism 
· Keynes and beveridge marked new liberal thinking. 
· Being able to have Hayek and Keynes in the same ideology may be seen as too rbroad 
Interpretations of Liberalism 
· It first appeared a revolutionary creed 
· From the late 19th century British liberalism reputed laissez-faire and accepted the need for state intervention. New liberalism was coming out
· Hayek and Friedman use liberal when discussing free market, and its on different places on the political spectrum in different countries. In England left centre, contential Europe right.
Liberalism Underlying Assumptions 
· Individualism is perhaps the most fundamental assumptions 
· They believe that society and government was created out of self interest 
· Liberals think individuals over society, Marx think society over individuals 
· Rationalism is also a core concept, liberals believe that individuals peruse their own self interest and are the best judge of their own self interest. 
· Freedom is the most important value they believe individuals should be free to persue their own self interest. It was important to be free from external constraints such as the state 
· Which leads onto the next value of tolerance in particular to religion which was championed by Locke and later J.S.Mill who demanded freedom of thought and expression 
· On the other hand other liberals wanted freedom to enjoy certain benefits which could mean more legislation/state intervention in order to enhance freedom. 
· Equality is another value, they say humans should be seen as naturally equal. 
· They used greater equality of opportunity to justify social provisions such as education 
· However the doctrine of equality was seen as highly hypocritical because defending private property rights as a crucial element of individual liberty was also creating inequality in income and wealth. 
· Liberals are willing to sacrifice equality for liberty 
· Freedom entails freedom to be unequal 
· Liberals think that individual self interest and social justice can be reconciled. 
· However this is where they part will socialism they think it would be hard to reconcile the two. 
· Conservatism has a far more pessimistic view on human nature 
· Ideas about private property and individual liberty on one hand vs social justice and equality on the other have been a major theme in the development of the liberals. 
· Stuart Hall describes liberals as ‘open minded, tolerant, rational, freedom-loving people, sceptical of tradition and authority, strongly committed to liberty, individual freedom and competition. 19th century British Liberalism stood for individualism in politics, civil and political rights, parliamentary government, moderate reform, limited state intervention, and a private enterprise economy. 
Classical economics and utilitarianism 
· Utilitarianism by Jeremy Bentham who said ‘The only right and proper end to government was the greatest happiness of the greatest number’. 
· Classical economists and utilitarianism is hard to separate, they both shared the individualistic assumptions, both stemmed from 18th century enlightenment, bentham and his associates broadly accepted laissez-faire implications of the ecominc theories of Adam Smith. Nassau Senior was in both camps
· Neo liberals said that bentham was not true liberal and greatest happiness does not necessarily agree with the idea of laissez faire because greatest happiness could be through a mixed or command economy. 
· Bentham agreed with representative democracy as the best way to create greatest happiness for the greatest number 
· Benthamite contridictions can be clearly shown in the Poor Law Amendment of 1834
· Invisible hand was used as a graphical connotation to describe free markets 

Victorian Liberalism 
· Gladstone seemed to be the embodiement of Victorian liberalism 
· Gladstone started as a follower of conservative peel but was opposed when the party split over the corn law. Gladstonian liberalism wanted parliamentary reform which was derived from whigs 
· FINISH LATERRRRRR
Liberalism, Capitalism, and Democracy 
· Liberalism was associated with the rise of industrial capitalism, they were the ideology of the buergois the owners on financial and industrial capital. The decline of British Manufacturing and the rise of labour saw liberals decline again. 
· Some of its supporters were from the working class and the remaining whig parliamentairies were shopkeepers and tradesmen
·  Liberalism was accused of supporting limited government and lack of support for major parliamentary reform to protect the middle class liberals who had wealth and property. 
· DIDN’T READ PAGE 88
The new liberalism 
· New liberalism was seen for some as a betrayal rather than a development of old liberalism. 
· It was also seen by some as antil- liberal following on from J.S.Mill or even a lacklusture attempt to revive an outmoded ideology. 
· It is seen as an attempt to gain more working class voters and fight off Labour and help the British economy to compete better globally. 
· It can be seen as a reaction to the increase in state intervention of the Victorian period
· Chamberlain said free market only good for rich 
· Important new liberal thinkers was Hobhouse 
· Radical liberals like Chamberlain used his experiences at local level with Birmingham and transferred this to national level
· Chamberlain rejected the principles of laissez-faire
· New liberalism was NOT equality of outcome but equality of opportunity 
· They accepted that state intervention could be used if it removed the barriers to self-development. Self-development was an idea from Mill and Gladstonian liberalism. 
· The 1906-1914 government enforced changes such as provision of school meals, old age pensions, health and unemployment insurance etc. 
· New liberals struggled with whether social reforms would win votes or be an electoral liability. 
· Although new liberal thoughts didn’t help revive the party it was still echoed in the ideas of beveridge and Keynes and was accepted by liberal and conservative leaders. 
Neo-liberalism
· The Keynes-Beveridge post-war consensus was shattered, in part because of a revival of classical economic liberalism, know as ‘neo liberalism’ 
· The most obvious feature of neo-liberalism is support for free market principles and opposition to government intervention in economic and social spheres. 
· Hayek is the key thinker here but also Rawls, Friedman 
· These ideas were influenced the Thatcher government 
· Friedman suggested thatcher was a 19th century liberal 
· Hayek rejected new liberalism and the radicalism of paine and utilitarians Mill and bentham 
Liberalism today
· Neo liberals who favour free market and tend to be mixed with Conservative socially,  and social liberals who like penal reform, civil liberties , the protection of the rights of minorities, freedom of expression and open government, interventionists in the economic sphere.
· Lib Dems regard themselves as the only true predecessors of Mill, Gladstone, Lloyd George liberalism 
· Liberal policies included devolution, electoral reform, and a focus on the community the latter which has helped them enjoy power localy. At a national level it is closer to conservatives on trade unionism but closer to labour on defence and foreign affairs. 
· However the British Liberal Party was accused of being power driven to get into government rather than ideologically driven like whether to join Heath’s government in 1974 and whether the support labour govt. in 1977. 
· Liberal ideology is quite broadly accepted so whats the point of a liberal party? 1960’S DIVORCE LAW AND HOMOSEXUALITY AND ABORTION LAW REFORM AND 1970’S LEGISLATION ON EQUAL PAY, RACE, AND DISCRIMINATION. AND MORE RECENTLY CONSUTUINAL REFORM THROUGH DEVOLVED ASSEMBLIES. 
· Its argued that the success of neo- liberals is because of their tough line on immigration and law and order which wins working class votes but the failure of ‘progressive/social liberals’ is because of the innate failures in liberalism itself. 




3RD BOOKLET 
IDEOLOGY AND POLICY OF THE LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 
Liberal Democrat Ideology 
· Liberal democrats were formed in 1988 when Liberal party joined SDP (Social Democratic Party) 
· In early 20th century liberal party was the main party but was DISTANT 3rd by 1960’s rarely polling more than 10% of the vote 
· SDP was formed in 1981 when Jenkins, David Owen, Rodgers and Williams left the Labour party 
· Liberalism places emphasis on individualism and a society of free, autonomous individuals of equal worth. 
Lib Dem Policy Under Clegg 
Repositioning on Europe 
· Lib Dems have traditionally been the most enthusiastic supporters of the European project
· Clegg along with Vince Cable took a more circumsceptic approach to Europe with Cable saying ‘CAP is a complete disgrace..a lot of institutional reform is necessary’ 
· In 2008 Clegg called for a referendum on continued UK membership the reposition on Europe dropped a barrier for Conservatives. 
Taxation and government spending 
· Lib Dems have always wanted to increase public spending and do this by increasing basic rate of income tax 
· Huhne pointed out although Labours spending had increased by 46% in its first decade in power there was concerns over the range and quality of services provided 
· Therefore Huhne suggested £20 billion in spending cuts in order to make inmprovements in education and offer a reduction of 4-6p per pound in income tax for voters. 
A more realisitic foreign policy 
· It was suggested that commitment to the operation in Afghanistan needed to be funded by a 50% cut in Uk’s nuclear Arsenal and a delay in the decision over the replacement of Trident 










