Jan 2010 
‘Core liberal beliefs and values continue to have an influence on the Liberal Democrat Party’s policies and programmes. Discuss 
Liberty and freedom is the central value for all liberals. There are different types of liberty. Political freedom implies people should be independent, determine their own form of government and should be masters of their own national destiny. It also implies the freedom of people to determine their own government and not be ruled by any external power. Individual liberty is when individuals are free, when people are allowed to decide what is in their best interest rather than being told what to do by a paternalistic government. It is when an individual’s actions is not controlled as long as it doesn’t affect or threaten anyone else in society. Utilitarian’s such as Jeremy Bentham believe that each individual is the best judge of their interests. As an individual we know what to peruse and what to avoid.  John Stuart Mill said that freedom could only come from the absence of constraint. Mill said individual’s actions come in 2 types: Self regarding actions: those that do not affect other people i.e recreational drug use smoking and other regarding actions: that affect others such as theft or assault. Mill said “ the only purpose for which power can be rightfully exercised over a member of a civilised society, against his will, is to prevent harm to others.”
The 2010 manifesto of Nick Clegg showed that freedom still has an influence over the tasks of the Liberal Democrats. They proposed a freedom bill to regulate CCTV, end the collection of DNA from innocent citizens, scrap ID cards, the children's contact database and control orders. Halt the creation of new criminal offences. 
Tolerance in Liberalism is when liberals withstand other peoples beliefs, values, thoughts and faiths and their right to express them openly. French philosopher Voltaire said “I detest what you say, but I shall defend to death your right to say it. This is clearly a value still displayed in Clegg’s Liberal Democrats. They say in their crime policy that focuses on treatment, rather than imprisonment, of drug addicts. The Liberal Democrats were also the first party to endorse same sex marriages. 
Equal rights means we should have equal opportunities and be entitled to the sane rights in order to reach our full potential and seek self-fulfilment. William Gladstone promoted greater equality of opportunity as one of its goals i.e we should all have the same chances to succeed like elementary education and entry to professions like law was opened to a wider spectrum of society. Beveridge took a big step when he wrote the beveridge report which was later passed as the welfare state under Labour in 1945. This provided free education, healthcare and social security to allow those less fortunate to also benefit for a free society. The Liberal Democrats have shown their support for the core value of equal rights through 
As part of Liberal Democrats 2010 manifesto they stated various equal rights policies such as Minimum wage set at same level for all workers aged over 16 - except apprentices, shared parental leave from work, extended to 18 months over time, and right for fathers to attend ante-natal appointments. Right for grandparents to request flexible working

