Key Socialist thinkers 
Anthony Crosland 
· Wrote ‘The Future Of Socialism’ in 1956 which changed Labour Party and British Socialism 
· He was  a Labour revisionist / sd
· He attacked the idea of nationalising major elements to achieve socialist aims
· Capitalism should be allowed to flourish as long as it created wealth and didn’t exploit workers 
· Rejected centralised state planning which was popular in Labour in 50’s and 60’s 
· Rejected class analysis of society calling it outdated in a more pluralist and diverse society. Working class were becoming more affluent so state intervention to create equality was no longer needed. 
· Labour had over emphasised the need of trade unions, state-run industries and tax at the expense of its general values. 
· Crosland believed socialism referred to ideas on social justice, equality of opportunity, and greater social equality. 
· Crosland wanted to use the wealth created in capitalism to redirect it to the poor and improve education and healthcare. 
Tony Benn 
· He was an ethical/Christian socialist who believed that Christ said the pursuit of wealth and inequalities were bad and so therefore should be reduced. 
· Benn’s book ‘Arguments for Socialism’ 1980 can be seen as a response to Croslands book 
· He argued that capitalism was preventing the equal distribution of wealth and that capitalism would never accept higher taxation to redistribute wealth.  Public ownership of major industries was a must for equal distribution of wealth. 
· In favour of centralised planning
· Crosland social democrat benn a democratic socialist 

Issues in Socialism 
The role of the revolution 
· Division on the need for and role of revolution 
· Revolutionary socialists like Marx and Blanqui argued that there was no compromise to be made with capitalism and the bourgeois state supporting it so when they defend themselves a violent revolution will be the only way. 
· Peaceful democratic way was not the way because state drove the 

