Thatcherism has fundamentally altered conservative ideology in Britain 
Margaret Thatcher was the lady behind the term ‘Thatcherism’ her ruthless leadership style and ruthless application of policies made her one of the most influential politicians thus far. Nigel Lawson said she ‘ transformed the politics of Britain’ , this was true but more specifically for 15 years and for a few years after her departure she fundamentally changed Conservatism as an ideology. 
Before Margaret Thatcher became leader of the Conservative Party, they were a different party. Conservatism up until 1970’s resisted the dominance of fixed political doctrines and ideologies and was therefore more a state of mind. They believed that Ideologies have a fixed view on human nature whereas conservatives believe humankind is fickle, non-rational, and changeable, so all political principles are fundamentally flawed. Karl Popper stated that ideological movements can be manipulative so create artificial societies doomed to fail. Conservatives preferred the status quo but changed things if need be, through reform rather than revolution. Long term conservative movements include, respect for tradition. Burke said “No generation should ever be so rash as to consider itself superior to its predecessors”. The fact that values and institutions have survived shows their quality. Tradition carries accumulated wisdom of the past and so should be respected. They also believed in collectivism. One nation conservatives stress the collective, organic nature of a society. An organism is made up of different parts and will only function properly when all the parts are working correctly similarly society will only function properly if all the people in it are able to live properly and contribute to society. Edumund Burke said the relationship between the government and the people should be similar to that of a parent and child. Peel and Disraeli were firm believers in Paternalism. Conservatives believe that order and security is more important than freedom, rights, and equality.  Hobbes said life would become “Nasty, Brutish, and short”. Hobbes believed humankind would sacrifice much of their freedom and rights to assure a safe and secure existence, so a ruler is needed to protect us from one another.
However when Margaret Thatcher became leader of the party in 1975, this all changed. Her association with Keith Joseph already suggested neo-liberal policies. Traditionally conservatives have had respect for the traditional views and that included tried and tested methods such as Keynesianism however when Thatcher came into power she preferred to not intervene and the economy will recover itself. She adopted laissez-faire economic policies. Thatcher believed that Conservatism needed strong ideological roots in order to combat things such as the Clause 4 within the Labour Party. Thatcher was far from the typical gradualist approach of her predecessors instead she was ruthless in the application of her policies like the forced selling of council houses. Her changes were many and drastic. For example…….Conservatives before Thatcher loved tradition and preservation however, Thatcher attacked traditional institutions like the Trade Union to reduce their legal and economic power and the Civil Service (stat).Thatcher moved the party from their one nation roots to being more critical of the welfare state and the dependency culture building in Britain or the ‘nanny state’ as she called it. She felt people needed to help themselves and would prefer the tax cuts that would come from a cut in public expenditure. She privatised major industries as part of her plan of ‘rolling back the frontiers of the state’. She cut down on welfare state which saw an end to the paternalistic view of such thinkers like Disraeli, He thought conservatives should care for the welfare of the people whereas she thought they should be responsible for their own welfare.  
Although she made all these changes economically, socially she is just a traditional Conservative. She said in her manifesto of 1979 that her main tasks included, upholding Parliament and the rule of law. Supporting family life, by helping people to become home-owners, raising the standards of their children's education, and concentrating welfare services on the effective support of the old, the sick, the disabled and those who are in real need. Strengthening Britain's defences and work with our allies to protect our interests in an increasingly threatening world. This all coincides with traditional Conservative values on order, leadership and authority, encouraging the nuclear family and marriage, and patriotism. Thatcher was strong on Law and Order, and set limits on immigration. 
After Thatcher’s demise, John Major was her chosen descendant. He enthusiastically continued with Thatchers changes in health and education and was neo-liberal economically, and neo-conservative socially just like Thatcher, he only modernised her policies to keep up with a ever changing society. Hague was the next leader he also continued with Thatcherite economics however she didn’t seem to hold much precedence over his social views and he began to move the party more towards to center with his acceptance of radical and private sexual diversity. Duncan Smith attempted to reform the health and education service like Major and Thatcher but in much the opposite way instead he was making an attempt to move the party further central. Howard did not really change the direction of the party and Cameron was the next to make a big change. His brand of conservatism shows resemblance and influence from Thatchers brand only economically. Socially and in terms of leadership style David Cameron has made his efforts to distance Conservatism from Thatcher, very clear. 
It is fair to say that Thatherism has fundamentally altered Conservative ideology because she imposed innovative free market economic ideas which went against the grain of traditional conservative Keynesianism. This economic ideas have influced Conservative ideology and is still doing so with the present leader Cameron. Socially she  also altered Conservative ideology because although her values were that of  a traditional Conservative. She proved that this could no longer be implemented in a modern society which made the leaders after her rethink their plans socially. 

