Socialists criticisms of capitalism 
Scientific Socialists, like Marx, believed capitalism exploited labour and creates inequality and so should be COMPLETELY abolished. This group was seen as revolutionary. 
Democratic, state socialists saw giving the working class the vote as the answer. If workers could vote and gain socialist representation in parliament they could radically modify capitalism. State control of industry, strong trade union rights, regulation of private enterprises. 
The ‘cooperative’ group who think that the means of production should be brought under the control of workers and peasants, who would run them themselves in their interests and create economic  equality among themselves. 
Social Class under capitalism 
 For Marxists capitalism depended on the exploitation of one class by another. So this could only be solved by removing capitalism and creating a working class state. More moderate socialists like Chartist movement of the 1830’s amd 40’s wanted trade unions rights, legislation to improve working conditions and enfranchisement for all adults. As the 20th century progressed class divisions were decreasing in importance. 
Inequality 
Socialism was a reaction to capitalism and the increasing levels of inequality emerging under capitalism. Marxists believed that all humans were of equal worth and equally deserving of the rewards of their labour
. Less radical socialists recgonised that our varying abilities and contributions to society might be recgonised by differentials in rewards. 
Social democrats accept that inequality is natural however want to improve the effects of it through equality of opportunity and examing the nature of inequality. 
Core Values
Equality 
-Central Priniciple of Socialism 
- Socialists believe they were all born with equal rights (as do liberals) 
- We are created equal in our right to justice and acess to power
- Society DOES NOT have any kind of natural order  (each individual has the potential to take up any position in society that they aspire 
-  All socialists believe in equality of opportunity
- Arguments come over the extent to which absolute equality should be pursued 
- Absolute equality states that whatever contribution Is made by an individual, they are entitled to an equal share of the rewards.  This can be seen as unjust and not acknowledging the different contributions but some socialists see this as ultimate social justice. 
- The problem with equality comes from differing views on the nature of humankind. Some socialists believe we are all born with equal potential , all have potential to become equal. Others accept that inequality is inevitable, we all have different potential and abilities and so should therefore get different rewards. Equal property distribution could solve these so everyone has equal opportunity to make what they want of these properties. This wouldn’t work in a modern industrial society. Another solution is equal access to welfare. Noone falls beneath a certain quality of life. 
EQUAL RIGHTS, EQUALITY OF OPPROTUNITY, EQUALITY OF OUTCOME, ABSOLUTE EQUALITY, EQUALITY OF WELFARE 
Class Conflict
Most people define their position in society in terms of their social class. They develop a sense of common interests and common purpose with other people in their class, Marx described this as class consciousness,  however the objectives of class’ conflicted with each other. The working class want higher wages but the business class would oppose to this because it conflicts with the need to make profits. The middle class want lower taxation but the working class want higher welfare expenditure which can only be achieved through higher taxes. 
Revolutionary socialists, like Marx, believes capitalism creates class conflict and so should therefore be destroyed all together and replaced with a socialist order. 
Non Revolutionary socialists believe that the answer is through a working class state who will modify/abolish capitalism to create higher degree of social and economic equality. 
The changing attitudes to the importance of class conflict explain the change from the revolutionary socialism of the 19th century to the ore moderate forms now. 
Social Justice
How should the rewards an economy generates  be distributed??
How should these be distributed??
Marxists would say through the abolition of capitalism 
Moderate socialists say using the capitalism market forces coupled with state intervention 
What defines a just distribution?? 
Karl Marx “…from each according to his abilities, to each according to his needs”
Most Socialists say under a state socialists system people receive rewards according to their contribution this would mean the end of free market capitalism replaced by a system of distribution. 
Welfare Socialists believe we need to establish a minimum standard of living. Redistribution of wealth through tax and welfare. Above this level inequality may exist, however as long as workers have strong trade union powers and equality of opportunity then its fine. 
Social democratic like John Rawls said that inequalities are inevitable and somewhat desirable but must be justified by being in a just society. A just society entails freedom, equality of opportunity and no barriers to individual advancement. 
Equality of opportunity 
Revolutionary and state socialists see equality and equality of opportunity as the same thing. Once a socially just society is created, with equal distribution of wealth and common ownership of industry , land and so on, all members will have equal access to what society has to offer. 
· All socialists believe that people who lived in deprived circumstances do not have equal opportunities, if living standards are raised so will opportunities for all. 
· They believe there is social bias amongst education, professions, government and business in general so they need to make themselves more open to guarantee equality of opportunity. 
· Social democrats have sought to open up opportunities for a wider section of the community to be involved in business to gain a greater share of society’s wealth. 
Collectivism 
· People prefer to achieve goals collectively rather than independently 
· Action taken by people in organised groups is likely to be more effective than the sum of many individual actions. 
· Marxists and state socialists say that a centralised state should be the vehicle for all collective action and most of the production and distribution. 
· Socialists who accept some capitalism say collectivism alongside individualism 
· There isn’t that much emphasis on this value anymore since it was seen by others as holding back economic progress, stifling individual enterprise and suppressing individual instincts. 
Uk we have a collectivism approach to healthcare as we have a national health service which provides free care according to need and is paid for by general taxation. Whereas in US individuals are responsible for their own health provision, probably through insurance. 
Common Ownership 
· Common ownership of the means of production and distribution. 
· It was seen as a Christian principle since Christ insisted his followers share their resources equally
· The levellers purchased land in the south of England and began to farm collectively with the equal distribution of output. 
· Socialists are against private property because: 
· The earth is given to humankind in general and no individual has the right to claim that they own any part of it 
· Claiming private property deprives someone else of its use 
· Property gives rise to inequality from those who have and those who don’t 
· Owenership of land and capital goods could lead to the exploitation of those who lack property. 
· Common ownership however 
· Has the possibility of imposing economic equality 
· Creates a natural state of society 
· You can make common own property serve the interests of the whole community 
· People have lost faith in common ownership through experiments in USSR and China 
· It is now seen as a compliment to private property 
· Soviet style socialism failed because of centralised state not common ownership they argue so property should be owned by group of workers not state

Types of socialism 
Primitive Socialism 
· Before the onset of Capitalism 
· Thomas More, book utopia 1516, imaginary world with no money or private property 
· Winstanley against poverty and for abolishing private property and working the land cooperatively and dishing output according to needs. 
· Tried to cause a fuss in the French Revolution, that didn’t work 
Utopian Socialism 
· Early sociasists were described as utopian because they lacked scientific rigour, their ideas were seen as impractical, their views were based on an optimistic and romantic view on the natural state of human kind
· Hated industrialisation and mass production
· Charles Fourier wanted to organise little communities called ‘phalanxes’. Each commune characterised by freedom of individuals, common ownership of all property, communal possession of children and women, and the opportunities to follow creative instincts. No money to exchange. 
· Robert Owen created Lanark Mills to give workers decent wages, company housing, subsidised goods and a good level of healthcare and education. He then went on to set up ‘cooperative’ communs called new harmony in America. 
· William Morris attacked capitalism stating that it drained the creative instinct from workers and exploited them. So he suggested mass production be replaced by creative work, based on skills and artistic instinct. Workers would be organised into communes or cooperatives and rewards of their labour shared equally. Goods would be sold in terms of the effort put into each one instead of market forces price. 

Marxism 

· Marx and Engels made the link between class conflict and capitalism 
· They said the working class was revolutionary because they were being exploited 
· They were revolutionists, capitalism would have to be smashed by the working class. 
· They accepted that mass production and industrialisation was staying not just tryna be utopian and ignore it 

Revolutionary Socialism
· In France Blanqui formed a small socialist party to bring down the capitalist state and replace it with a permanent workers government. 
· Hyndman set up the Social Democratic Foundation in 1884 which was dedicated to destroying the bourgeois state. 
· These two were unsuccessful and lacked scientific rigour unlike Marxism 
Fabianism and evolutionary socialism 
· The fabian society made up of George Bernard Shaw, H.G. Wells, Sidney and Beatrice Webb
· All influenced by Marxism but did not accept the revolutionary means 
· Roman General Fabius won through gradual war not fatal blow
Syndicalism
·  




