SOCIALISM 
Socialism is a political movement, it came about after strong criticisms about society after industrialisation and free market capitalism from the latter part of the 18th century. 
It proposes that humans are naturally sociable, prefer to achieve goals collectively rather than individually and are content to cooperate with others to serve the common good. It says that people are fundamentally of equal worth and should therefore have equal rights and equal opportunities. 
Extreme examples of socialism argue for total economic and social equality and common ownership of all means of production. Moderate forms of socialism accept less than full equality, replacing it with various ideas of social justice and partial common ownership of property. Modern socialists have accepted compromises between the pursuit of individual goals and the collective provision of welfare. 
INTRODUCTION
“……the fruits of the earth belong to us all, and the earth itself to nobody” Jean-Jacques Rousseau
It can be argues that socialism could be seen as a reaction to capitalism, however a critique of private property and inequality did already exist. A basic assumption of all socialists is that private property is not natural, but a result of the pursuit of self-interest. They also believe many of the evils in society arise out of property and inequality. They believe common ownership over private property would solve these problems. Socialism as a political movement gained most of its momentum when it was apparent that free-market capitalism was creating misery among the poorer elements of society, widening the gap between rich and poor during the 19th century. 
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