‘Traditional Socialist ideas have rarely been reflected in Labour’s policies in government’. Discuss
Traditional Socialist views come from the old Clause 4. Those along with the core values of the party make up Socialism. These ideas were reflected in Labours policy in government throughout the early and mid 20th century. However from the late 20th century onwards, the traditional socialists ideas were not reflected as much in policies as Blair re-wrote Clause 4 and the emphasis of the party changed as they became New Labour. 
The central value of Socialism is equality.  Socialists believe they were all born with equal rights and we are created equal in our right to justice and access to power. Society DOES NOT have any kind of natural order; each individual has the potential to take up any position in society that they aspire.  All socialists believe in equality of opportunity. The problem with equality comes from differing views on the nature of humankind. Some socialists believe we are all born with equal potential , all have potential to become equal. Others accept that inequality is inevitable, we all have different potential and abilities and so should therefore get different rewards. Equal property distribution could solve these so everyone has equal opportunity to make what they want of these properties. This wouldn’t work in a modern industrial society. Another solution is equal access to welfare so no one falls beneath a certain quality of life. This was reflected in Labours policies in government in Wilson’s government when they passed the Sex Discrimination Act (1975), more recently Gordon Brown passed an Equality Act (2010).
Another traditional view is class conflict. Revolutionary socialists, like Marx, believes capitalism creates class conflict and so should therefore be destroyed all together and replaced with a socialist order. Non Revolutionary socialists believe that the answer is through a working class state who will modify/abolish capitalism to create higher degree of social and economic equality.  Their means might be different but both want to get more rights for the working class. This has traditionally always been done through the Trade Union. Trade Union laws were implemented in the mid 20th century by Labour governments to empower them however more recently this socialist idea does not seem to coincide with Labours policies in government in fact under Blair they distanced themselves from the Trade Unions. The changing attitudes to the importance of class conflict show why the party in government no longer puts as much emphasis on this traditional idea. 

Social Justice concentrates on how the rewards an economy generates  should be distributed. Marxists would say through the abolition of capitalism. Moderate socialists say using the capitalism market forces coupled with state intervention. Karl Marx “…from each according to his abilities, to each according to his needs”. Most Socialists say under a state socialists system people receive rewards according to their contribution this would mean the end of free market capitalism replaced by a system of distribution. Welfare Socialists believe we need to establish a minimum standard of living. Redistribution of wealth through tax and welfare. Above this level inequality may exist, however as long as workers have strong trade union powers and equality of opportunity then its fine. Social democratic like John Rawls said that inequalities are inevitable and somewhat desirable but must be justified by being in a just society. A just society entails freedom, equality of opportunity and no barriers to individual advancement. This traditional idea was reflected in Labour’s Education Act (1944) and under Blair with the National Minimum wage act (1998). 
Equality of opportunity 
Revolutionary and state socialists see equality and equality of opportunity as the same thing. Once a socially just society is created, with equal distribution of wealth and common ownership of industry , land and so on, all members will have equal access to what society has to offer. All socialists believe that people who lived in deprived circumstances do not have equal opportunities, if living standards are raised so will opportunities for all. They believe there is social bias amongst education, professions, government and business in general so they need to make themselves more open to guarantee equality of opportunity. Social democrats have sought to open up opportunities for a wider section of the community to be involved in business to gain a greater share of society’s wealth. EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY POLICIES
Collectivism 
People prefer to achieve goals collectively rather than independently. Action taken by people in organised groups is likely to be more effective than the sum of many individual actions. Marxists and state socialists say that a centralised state should be the vehicle for all collective action and most of the production and distribution. Socialists who accept some capitalism say collectivism alongside individualism. There isn’t that much emphasis on this value anymore since it was seen by others as holding back economic progress, stifling individual enterprise and suppressing individual instincts. This is a traditional idea that was reflected heavily in Attlee’s government of 1945 with the introduction of the NHS the UK has a collectivism approach to healthcare as we have a national health service which provides free care according to need and is paid for by general taxation. Whereas in US individuals are responsible for their own health provision, probably through insurance. 
Common Ownership 
Common ownership of the means of production and distribution. It was seen as a Christian principle since Christ insisted his followers share their resources equally. Socialists are against private property because the earth is given to humankind in general and no individual has the right to claim that they own any part of it, claiming private property deprives someone else of its use, property gives rise to inequality from those who have and those who don’t and ownership of land and capital goods could lead to the exploitation of those who lack property. Common ownership however has the possibility of imposing economic equality, creates a natural state of society, and you can make common own property serve the interests of the whole community. Labours government has always represented this policy especially when Attlee nationalised several industries including the Bank Of England, Coal Mines, Civil Aviation, Cable and Wireless Services, Gas, Electricity, Railways, Road transport and Steel this was all in line with the common ownership belief in Clause 4. However in 1994-95 when Blair rewrote Clause 4 and took the emphasis off common ownership and showed an acceptance of privatization done by Mrs Thatcher, Labours policies in government did not reflect that of traditional Socialists ideas. 
For the most part Labour governments have reflected traditional socialist ideas however due to changes in society, and the need for electoral success some of these values may not have taken a front seat in the plans of the government. 
