‘Equality and Social Justice are central to New Labour’s political philosophy and policy programmes.’ Discuss.
Equality is the central principle of Socialism. Socialists believe that we are created equal in our right to access justice and to power. They also believe we are born with equal rights just like the liberals however they differ because liberals place a higher emphasis on freedom. Liberals want freedom even if it means that inequality arises because some people don’t have access to things that will allow them to capitalise on freedom. The precedence Socialism holds over equality also separates it from Conservatism as they believe we are innately unequal and feckless.  
The problem with equality comes from differing views on the nature of humankind. Some socialists believe we are all born with equal potential , all have potential to become equal. Others accept that inequality is inevitable, we all have different potential and abilities and so should therefore get different rewards. Equal property distribution could solve these so everyone has equal opportunity to make what they want of these properties. This wouldn’t work in a modern industrial society. Another solution is equal access to welfare, so No one falls beneath a certain quality of life. 
Labour’s policies in office have sought to tackle inequalities which arise from social
factors such as wealth, social class and access to health care and education. New Labour can be regarded as broadly revisionist, it was ambivalent and reluctant to explicitly commit itself to 'equality' as a goal of Labour politics, although its policies were redistributionist and aim to reduce child poverty in particular. 

Harold Wilson’s government of 1964 legalised homosexuality. 

Equality of opportunity 
Revolutionary and state socialists see equality and equality of opportunity as the same thing. Once a socially just society is created, with equal distribution of wealth and common ownership of industry , land and so on, all members will have equal access to what society has to offer. All socialists believe that people who lived in deprived circumstances do not have equal opportunities, if living standards are raised so will opportunities for all. They believe there is social bias amongst education, professions, government and business in general so they need to make themselves more open to guarantee equality of opportunity. Social democrats have sought to open up opportunities for a wider section of the community to be involved in business to gain a greater share of society’s wealth. 
EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY LEGISLATION 
Social Justice is how the rewards an economy generates are distributed. Moderate socialists say using the capitalism market forces coupled with state intervention. However Karl Marx would say “…from each according to his abilities, to each according to his needs.” Most Socialists say under a state socialists system people receive rewards according to their contribution this would mean the end of free market capitalism replaced by a system of distribution. Welfare Socialists believe we need to establish a minimum standard of living. Redistribution of wealth through tax and welfare. Above this level inequality may exist, however as long as workers have strong trade union powers and equality of opportunity then its fine. Social democratic like John Rawls said that inequalities are inevitable and somewhat desirable but must be justified by being in a just society. A just society entails freedom, equality of opportunity and no barriers to individual advancement. 
Indeed New Labour’s vision of social justice was shot through by a vision of meritocracy, and the belief that if genuine equality of opportunity could be introduced then poverty levels would fall as unfair artificial barriers to success were removed. Hence education became of paramount importance as the only available vehicle for achieving New Labour’s (somewhat restricted) vision of social justice. When Blair intoned “education, education, education” that went much deeper than a mere campaign slogan. It was a statement of New Labour’s philosophy of social justice.


