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‘Conservatism continues to place a high value on patriotism and tradition’ 
Conservatives have been seen by some as a party with no real coherent ideological views however they have strong core values. One of which is tradition and patriotism. Since the days of key Conservative figures such as Disraeli up until Cameron this has been a theme. However in the parties attempt to modernise and appeal to a wider electorate the emphasis put on this value has wavered. 
Conservatives prefer the preservation of tradition. Traditional institutions such as monarchy, established church and political constitution. Traditional values such as preservation of marriage, importance of nuclear family, religion and established morality, traces back to Burkes ideas. Burke said “No generation should ever be so rash as to consider itself superior to its predecessors”. The fact that values and institutions have survived shows their quality. Tradition carries accumulated wisdom of the past and so should be respected. Family gives you a sense of security. Gladstones Irish policy and his internationalism followed by the subsequent division in Liberalism over the Boer War and Disraeli’s promotion of imperialism associated conservatism with patriotism.
Conservatives do see these things as important; this has particularly been illustrated in their heated splits over Europe. They feel it is taking away sovereignty and in accordance with their values on patriotism , leaders such as Thatcher, Major, Duncan Smith and  Howard. They were all Eurosceptics. However patriotism and tradition relies on things such as the nuclear family, religion and preservation of marriage. Although the Conservatives still believe this they are forced to adopt a pragmatic approach for example they still want to preserve marriage but Cameron has said they are in favour of marriage between a heterosexuals and homosexuals. Things such as religion is not as important as it used to be in the days of Disraeli and Burke and additionally there is much more cultural diversity and more religion so it is much harder for Conservatives to gain electoral support by focusing on religion. 
Populism became a big theme in the conservative party Duncan Smith, Howard, and Cameron. At a time where Labour had been in power for over a decade, Conservative leaders were desperate to regain power and therefore put policies which would best benefit them at the top of the list. For example, David Cameron placed high importance on the NHS and environment which are not traditionally high up on the list of Conservative priorities. Although they may not place it as highly they still do regard it as important as shown in their support of the devolution for England, Wales and Northern Ireland under one flag and one monarch and their distaste for the power of Brussels. 



