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‘The Labour Party’s agenda since the mid-1990’s has owed little to traditional socialism’ 
The Labour Party has, like its 2 main opponents, modernised its party in the late 20th century. Traditional Socialism is known for its dominance of Democratic Socialism. Whereas the Labour Party more recently in the mid-1990’s has been associated with the very antithesis, Social Democracy, especially after the rewriting of Socialism’s constitution, Clause 4, by Blair in 1994. Socially and Economically the Labour Party’s agenda has a very low level of resemblance to traditional Socialism. This has been shown through policy changes and party leaders on the right of the party taking dominance over those on the left by the mid 1990’s. 
Traditional Socialism was controlled by Democratic Socialists for most of the 20th century. McDonald was one of the early leaders of the Labour Party. He showed traits of being a typical Democratic Socialist. He became prime minister in 1923 and headed a minority government. He passed ‘Wheatley Housing Act’ which built 500,000 houses to rent for the working class showing his intentions again to gradually help the poor through legislation and the democratic process.  After the Wall Street crash in 1929 McDonald called in Keynes to help him with the economic problems again showing his Democratic Socialist approach of demand management. 
Labour was next in power under Clement Attlee who seemed to keep up the tradition of Democratic Socialism. He nationalised several industries including the Bank Of England, Coal Mines, Civil Aviation, Cable and Wireless Services, Gas, Electricity, Railways, Road transport and Steel this was all in line with the common ownership belief in Clause 4. He also introduced the NHS which was huge in helping the people at the bottom of society through the democratic process. 
The tide started to become unsettled in the Labour Party in the 1950’s when Hugh Gaitskill suggested that everyone should pay half of their dentures and spectacles bill, he also encouraged membership of EEC,  and opposed unilateral nuclear disarment. In 1959 he tried to change policy on nationalisation (1959) which made him lots of enemies on the left of the party. Hugh Gaitskill was an early Social Democrat at a time when it was hugely unpopular. When Bevain died, Wilson tried to challenge Gaitskill but lost. 
After Gaitskills death in 1963, Wilson succeeded him and won the 1964 election. His government ended capital punishment, reformed the divorce laws, and legalised abortion and homosexuality. This showed Democratic Socialism because again it was equality through an evolutionary approach through legislation involving high levels of state intervention. By the end of the 60’s there was high levels of unemployment and stagflation. This spelt the end for Wilson and started early alarm bells about the economic competence of Labour and Keynesianism, which, with its demand management and high levels of state intervention was the very essence of Democratic Socialism.
During Conservatives reign of power from 1979-1997, Labour went through 3 leaders. Michael foot who tried to drag the party dramatically to the left to combat Thatcherism, during which the gang of 4 left to create the Social Democratic Party. Neil Kinnock was the next leader and he started to bring the party back to the centre. Then John Smith took the party back to the centre and finally Tony Blair who completed the takeover in dominance of Social Democracy within the Labour Party after decades of Democratic Socialism ruling. The Social Democratic stamp was official after Blair re-wrote clause 4 to take the emphasis off common ownership and showed an acceptance of some privatisation. He did not try to over rule what that did and renationalise loads of things, he also went along with the idea of the free market. 
Tony Blair is a Social Democrat who would have got ideas from Tony Crosland’s ‘The Future Of Socialism’. In his 1997 manifesto, after he rewrote Clause 4 (1994-95), he stated that his party was creating a ‘Third Way’ which was different to old labour and new conservatism. In the rewritten Clause 4, he committed the party to enterprise and justice. Traditionally Socialism has been associated with Trade Unions, but in his manifesto he stressed a widening of the distance between the Labour Party and the Trade Unions. He showed an innovative mix between Free Market economics of the Thatcherite years and Keynesianism of the Wilson years.   He pledged to improve education by increasing the share of national income spent on education as they decrease it on the bills of economic and social failure. Whilst also pledging no increase in the basic or top rates of income tax. On first glance this seems like the old economic management through fiscal policy however he also pledged to provide stable economic growth with low inflation, and promote dynamic and competitive business and industry at home and abroad which is a cut from the Thatcherite free market ideas. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The agenda since the mid 1990’s has also changed because of the social and economic changes in the world. Due to an increased emphasis on global warming and globalisation. Labour have had to change their agenda and reprioritise. Their ends of equality, collectivism, social justice through education and health, minimum rights for workers all seem the say its just their means that have changed. 
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