Liberalism 
Liberalism has its origins in Enlightenment. It central value is that individuals have a fundamental right to personal freedom. Liberals accept that liberty entails responsibility, which means their actions should not harm others or curtail their own freedom. Liberals support the existence of the state as long as its formed by popular consent and accountable to the people. This is to ensure freedom is not curtailed without justification and that they only opt to enhance freedom and opportunity. Liberals believe in equal rights for all groups, tolerance, diversity and equality of opportunity and more recently social justice. Social justice accepts that people are naturally unequal but everyone should have equality of opportunity and that wealth should not be at the expense of poorer members of society. During the 19th century conservatives saw liberal ideas such as an individualistic society as a threat to order so liberals introduced social responsibility. To combat socialist claims that liberalism entailed inequality, liberals developed equality of opportunity. 
Social Responsibility – Liberals believe that individuals have a fundamental right to personal freedom, however it means they have to show responsibility and not abuse this freedom. Actions of others should not harm others and the state, who must be formed by popular consent and be accountable to the public, must enforce this responsibility. 
Equality of opportunity – Liberals have accepted people are naturally unequal however they believe everyone should have equal rights, tolerance, diversity, equality of opportunity. 
The Enlightenment Period
The enlightenment was a period which created revolutionary ideas that opened people’s mind to new possibilities and made things such as liberalism possible. It enabled political movements to challenge the existing order and establish government that would free human kind. These philosophies included: 
1. Each individual is born a free, rational person
2. An individual doesn’t have to accept the judgement of rulers but instead can be the best judge of their own interest. 
3. An individual is not subject to forces beyond their will but posses free will
4. Each person is free to find their own place in society 
5. We are born fundamentally equal and inherit equal rights 
‘Man is born free, but is everywhere in chains’ – Jean-Jacques Rousseau
French Revolution (1789) was inspired by a desire for freedom. The French overtuned the ancien régime in the hope of gaining freedom from undemocratic institutions. The great battle cry of the French Revoltion was ‘liberté,  égalité, fraternité. Freedom for all the people from political constraints. More recently people are concerned with individual freedom. 
Thomas Hobbs ‘Nasty, brutish AND SHORT’
There are 2 types of freedom. Negative and positive liberty. Negative liberty refers to the freedom of the individual from external constraints while positive liberty refers to maximising the individuals choices and opportunities. 
Core values of Liberalism 
Liberty/Freedom
This is the central value for all liberals. There are different types of liberty. 
· Political freedom implies people should be independent, determine their own form of government and should be masters of their own national destiny. It also implies the freedom of people to determine their own government and not be ruled by any external power. In 1305 when William Wallace wanted Scotland to be free of English domination. 
· Individual liberty is when individuals are free, when people are allowed to decide what is in their best interest rather than being told what to do by a paternalistic government. It is when an individual’s actions is not controlled as long as it doesn’t affect or threaten anyone else in society. Utilitarian’s such as Jeremy Bentham believe that each individual is the best judge of their interests. As an individual we know what to peruse and what to avoid.  
· John Stuart Mill said that freedom could only come from the absence of constraint. Mill said individual’s actions come in 2 types: 
1. Self regarding actions: those that do not affect other people i.e recreational drug use smoking
2. Other regarding actions: that affect others such as theft or assault. Mill said “ the only purpose for which power can be rightfully exercised over a member of a civilised society, against his will, is to prevent harm to others.”
· Negative and positive liberty (see above). T.H.Green rejected classical liberal view of Mill that society is made up of self-interested individuals. Instead he saw society as ‘organic’ and its citizens as interdependent as well as independent. He sae citizens as motivated by a desire to promote common good. 
· Tolerance in Liberalism is when liberals withstand (tolerate) other peoples beliefs, values, thoughts and faiths and their right to express them openly. French philiospoher Voltaire said “I detest what you say, but I shall defend to death your right to say it”. Modern aspect of tolerance is that people commit crimes because of social and economic conditions therefore we must help them not punish them. And private morality to be gay or abortion. 
· Equal rights means we should have equal opportunities and be entitled to the sane rights in order to reach our full potential and seek self-fulfilment. Locke believes natural rights exists whereas bentham and mill reject the idea. 
·  William Gladstone promoted greater equality of opportunity as one of its goals i.e we should all have the same chances to succeed like elementary education and entry to professions like law was opened to a wider spectrum of society. Beveridge took a big step when he wrote the beveridge report which was later passed as the welfare state under Labour in 1945. This provided free education, healthcare and social security to allow those less fortunate to also benefit for a free society. 
· Pluralism is when there is tolerance of many different beliefs, movements and faiths. A political system which different parties and pressure groups are free to operate and have acess to decision making processes. Modern liberalist democracies are pluralist. In short it enhances freedom, spreads opportunity and helps to control the power of the state. 
· Governement by consent developed by Hobbes and Locke. 1787 is when it came into action by the Americans and then in 1789 by the French. It means that the people should have regular opportunities to express their consent, or indeed to withhold it. This means more regular free elections. It implies the use of referendums when any major change to the power or system of government is proposed. The state must tolerate the free expression of public opinion. Example of this was when the people of falkland islands, Gibraltar and northern Ireland where offered the opportunity to vote on whether they wish to remain under British rule.  
· Legal Justice means the equal application of the law to all citizens. Liberals support this as it complies with equal rights. Social Justice which is normally associated with socialism because it normally requires state intervention which liberals are suspicious of. John Rawls said that some inequalities cannot be tolerated and that the state is therefore justified in intervening. 

Forms of Liberalism 

Utilitarianism

‘utility’ is what gave an individual pleasure. The utilitarian’s were led by Jeremy Bentham in Britain.  He believed he could calculate the amount of utility society as a whole was achieving. They believed government should pursue ‘the greatest good for the greatest number.’ They saw freedom as the ability to persue ones own self interest.



Classical Liberalism 

Inspired by John Stuart Mill and its main target was the freedom of the individual. They saw freedom had the ability to maximise human progress by promoting innovation, creativity, and self fulfilment. Classical Liberalism was partly a matter of principle (Mill) and partly a matter of economic wellbeing (Bentham). 

· Individual freedoms should flourish and be respected. 
· State should be limited to a minimum number of functions, which is protecting people from each other, defending the nation and preventing the accumulation of economic and political power. 
· Tolerant society where behaviour that isn’t harmful to others would be uncontrolled 
· Economy based on free markets, except where monopolies were developed 
· The state should be put in the hands of a representative democracy 
Social Darwinism and libertarianism 
Social Darwinism was lead by Herbert Spencer who was inspired by the philosophies in Charles Darwin’s Origin of the Species which shook the scientific world and had a dramatic effect on social theory. Spencer was already interested in social justice which consists of individuals making whatever they can of their lives, as long as they don’t harm others. We are innately unequal so some will succeed some will fail. Spencer used the term ‘Survival of the fittest’. Samuel Smiles in his book ‘self help’ (1859), said it is within the capability of all individuals, including members of the working class, to improve themselves through diligent activity and a willingness to set up economic ventures. “the healthy spirit of self help created amongst working people would, more than any other measure, serve to raise them as a class, and this, not by pulling down others, but by levelling them up to a higher and still advancing standard of religion, intelligence and virtue. 




