‘we are all liberals now’.  To what extent have liberal ideas influenced policies of the major political parties in recent years? 
The liberal party was founded in 1859 and the members started off as classical liberals. They believed in limited government, constitutionalism, rule of law, liberty of individuals I.e freedom of religion, speech, press, and free markets. The main contributors of classical liberalism ideologies were Adam Smith, Utilitarian Bentham, Malthus and Ricardo. It had a revival in the 20th century under Hayek and Friedman aswell. However by the late 19th century Social liberalism had taken over. Social liberals believe that liberalism should include social justice. State intervention should be used to address economic and social issues like unemployment, health care, and education, whilst still encouraging free trade. The key  thinkers in this ideology was T.H. Green, Hobhouse and Keynes. Social liberal ideas were prominent in the Asquith/Lloyd George government. 
In the 1970’s the Conservative party under Margaret Thatcher were heavily influenced by the economic policies of classical liberalism. After a revival from Hayek and Friedman and the apparent downturn of Keynesianism, Thatcher embarked on free market, classical liberal ideas. After Thatcher Major and Hague were still influence by the classical liberals economic ideas. However after the unpopularity of Thatcher, Duncan Smith and Cameron pledged reforms in the health and education sector which involved state intervention to some extent which shows influence from the Social liberals such as T.H.Green. In terms of Social Policy, Conservatives were not at all influenced by liberal policies in the Thatcherite years. She was a typical Conservative who was interested in law and order, strong government and authority over freedom. However from Hague to Cameron the party dragged the party to the centre of the spectrum and became more liberally inclusive with their policies. Hague was very accepting of racial and private sexual diversity whilst Cameron took it the furthest by welcoming immigrates, and accepting the civil partnership act which shows influence from one of Liberals strongest core values of Tolerance. 
The Social Liberalism of the 20th century can be seen to have influence the policy of the Labour Party in recent years. Clement Attlees’s policies seemed to suggest some influence by Social Liberals who believed that state intervention should be used to address economic and social issues like unemployment, health care, and education He nationalised several industries including the Bank Of England, Coal Mines, Civil Aviation, Cable and Wireless Services, Gas, Electricity, Railways, Road transport and Steel this was all in order to help provide better services for the poor. He also introduced the NHS which was huge in helping the people at the bottom of society through the democratic process. This was started by the report of a liberal William Beveridge. More recently Blair has also adopted  a more classical liberal stance when constructing policies. He was seen as the perfect predecessor of Thatcher. He accepted her laissez-faire classical liberalism economic policies. 
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